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Narrated Aisha, may Allah be pleased with her, she said: I said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, what is 

your view if I know when the Night of Al-Qadr is, then what should I say in it?” He said: ‘Say:  

 

 َعن ِي اللَُّهمَّ إِنََّك َعفُوٌّ َكِريٌم تُِحبُّ اْلعَْفَو فَاْعُف 

“O Allah, indeed You are Pardoning, [Generous,] You love pardon, so pardon me (Allāhumma 

innaka `Afuwwun [Karīmun], tuḥibbul-`afwa fa`fu `annī).’”1 

 

● Explanation:  

 

Laylat Al Qadr (Night of Decree) is considered to be the greatest night. It is among the nights 

where it is hoped that supplications will be accepted. The advice of the Prophet (Peace Be 

Upon Him) to Aisha with this supplication is proof of its great magnitude and importance. This 

does not mean that supplicating is specifically for this supplication because the slave is always 

in need of the infinite mercy of Allah Almighty. His teaching, peace be upon him, for that night is 

proof of the importance of the slave’s need to turn towards the mercy of Allah Almighty 

throughout his life. He, peace be upon him, chose this great meaning in this blessed night. Ibn 

Al Mulaqqim said: “Al Baihaqi said: asking for forgiveness from Allah is answerable at all times, 

especially in this night”2 

 

Forgiveness: is asking Allah Almighty to overlook the sin and leave off the punishment for it. Al 

Qurtubi says: “forgiveness: Allah Almighty’s forgiving of his mistakes. It could be after its 

punishment or before. Without forgiveness there is no punishment. Everyone who deserved 

their punishment but did not receive it has been forgiven. So forgiveness is: erasing sins.3 

 

His saying: “You are Pardoning” means that Allah Almighty loves His names and characteristics and 

He loves that His slaves worship Him by them (His names) and work with their attributes and what 

they include. Among the things that they include is that Allah Almighty likes to be asked for 

forgiveness from His slaves with what Allah wants to forgive. So a slave must be merciful towards 

the slaves of Allah Almighty. This is an issue of utmost importance.  

 

Al Harawi said: “so pardon me as I fall very short and You forgive a lot. This is a very holistic 

supplication, covering both this life and the hereafter”.4 “O Allah, indeed You are Pardoning, 

[Generous,] You love pardon, so pardon me (Allāhumma innaka `Afuwwun [Karīmun], tuḥibbul-`afwa 

fa`fu `annī).’” 

 

                                                
1 Narrated by Al Tirmithi (3513). He said: this is an authentic Hadith. It was narrated by Ibn Majah (3850) 
and Albani authenticated it in Mishkat Al Masabeeh (2091)  
2 Explanation of the teachings of Al Jami Al Sahih (13/600)  
3 Tafseer Al Qurtubi (1/397) 
4 Mirqat Al Mafateeh Sharh Mishkat Al Masabeeh (4/1442) 


