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 نعبد إال هللا و قل يأهل الكتاب تعالوا إلى كلمة سواء بيننا و بينكم أال
إن تولوا فال نشرك به شيا و يتخذ بعضنا بعضا أربابا من دون هللا 

 فقولوا إشهدوا بأنا مسلومن

 

Say: "O People of the Book! come to common terms as between 
us and you: That we worship none but Allah; that we associate no 
partners with him; that we erect not, from among ourselves, Lords 

and patrons other than Allah." If then they turn back, say ye: 
"Bear witness that we (at least) are Muslims (bowing to Allah's 

Will). (Surah Al Imran: 64) 
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Introduction 
 

Hardly any day passes without some any media coverage of Islam or Muslims 
somewhere in the world. Unfortunately, most of the media coverage is overwhelmingly 
negative when showing Muslims, which results in people being suspicious of Islam and 
Muslims and also increased hate crime. With that in mind, I felt a need to do my small 
part to try and create better understanding between people of different communities and 

to try and clear up some of these misconceptions. 

 

In my case, I am not a scholar, I do not have a degree in Arabic, History, Politics or 
Islamic Studies, I have no Arab ancestry as English is my first language and I do not 
represent any groups or sects. I have however gained experience in all of these areas 
as I am a qualified English teacher and at various points in my life I have taught Arabic 
and History as well as ICT (Information Communication Technology). I have also 
worked as a translator and translated various books and articles including Islamic books 
(you can see some of these from my website here). Therefore, I am far from perfect and 
I cannot give any "expert" answers to anything but I can provide basic answers and 
guidance to where you can find more information from and do your own background 
reading. Generally speaking (not only with my writing) please feel to double check any 
information that you are not sure about.  

 

I have made a compilation of 50 FAQs about Islam, which include some very common 
questions such as about the Hijab as well as some less common questions such why 
Muslims do not have boyfriends /girlfriends (this might not be common but nonetheless 
something that might be on peoples' minds). This is not an extensive list of questions as 
there could be more. You can see these on my website as well and also use a button at 
the bottom of each page to translate them into different languages if you prefer (I have 
put some screenshots for how to do this in Appendix A) 

 

I hope you find this book useful. It is available for free so please share it with others so 
that they can also benefit.  

 
 

Mr Mahir Gazdar 

MA BA CELTA DTLLS DLI ALC  
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Q1: Can angels communicate with humans and if not, what is their purpose? 
 

A question was sent to me: 

 

Q: I very much believe that angels can communicate to humans. But I was told several 
times that Muslims don’t believe this to be possible. So it got me to thinking, what is the 
purpose of angels if not to guide humanity? What do they do in Muslim theology? I can’t 
find very much on this subject. I also really want to know what Muslims reactions are to 
Americans who believe that we can receive messages from angels. This is a pretty 
common belief over here. 

 

A: The topic of angels is very detailed but I will mention a few things here. You can also 
search through the Quran /Hadith (sayings of the Prophet PBUH) from the links at the 
end in the Further Reading section). 
 
In short, angels are another life form created from light whose purpose is to worship 
Allah (God) and they do not have the ability to disobey him. They are many of them and 
some of their names and /or duties have been mentioned such as: 

Jibreel /Gabriel (also known as “Ruh Al Qudus” -i.e.: The Holy Spirit): the angel who 
brought the revelation of the Quran and taught the Prophet Mohammed PBUH. He also 
came to previous prophets and came to Maryam /Mary, mother of Isa /Jesus PBUH. 

Angels on either shoulder of every human: the angel on the right writes down every 
good deed the person does and the angel on the left writes every bad deed 

Angel of Death /Malik Al Mout: the angel takes the life of someone when they day 

Munkar and Nakir: they are two angels who visit everyone who dies in their graves  and 
question them “Who is your Lord?”, “What is your religion?” and “What do you say about 
this person (Mohammed PBUH)?” 

Israfil: this angel is holding a trumpet at his mouth, ready to blow into it before the final 
Day of Judgement begins 

There are many other angels such as Mikaeel /Michael, Angel of the Mountains, Harut 
and Marut, who were sent down in Babylon, the angels who were sent to Prophet Lut 
/Lot PBUH to destroy Sodom and many more. 

Please note: there is a misconception that there is a contradiction in the Quran where 
Iblis /Shaytan (Satan) is a Jinn (another life form made from fire with free will to choose 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/03/22/q1-angels/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/03/22/q1-angels/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/03/22/q1-angels/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/03/22/q1-angels/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/03/22/q1-angels/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/03/22/q1-angels/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/03/22/q1-angels/
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like humans) whereas in another verse angels were commanded to bow down to Adam 
PBUH (the first human) and they did except for Iblis so they think that the verse is 
saying that Iblis was an angel. To clarify this point; there is no concept of a “fallen angel” 
and Iblis was not an angel, which is why he was able to choose to disobey Allah. He 
was one Jinn who was with many angels. 

As for receiving messages from angels: there is no evidence for this and the angels 
only spoke to certain people such as the prophets. The job of guiding people was done 
by the prophets and messengers. 

I hope this answer has been useful 
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Q2: Why does Islam oppress women? 
 

Women have played a great role in Islamic history, not only now but also in the past and 
covering all walks of life. This includes everything from being successful entrepreneurs 
(such as Khadija, the first wife of the Prophet PBUH), doctors, teachers and much more. 
Many of them continue to play important roles today. Here are a few examples: 

• Hanan Al Haroub: won an award for being the best teacher in the world; awarded by 
the Pope in 2015 
• Dr Saliha Mahmood-Ahmed: medical doctor and winner of the UK Master chef 2017 
title 
• Dr Ingrid Mattson: convert to Islam, professor and public speaker 
• Yvonne Ridley: former BBC journalist who was kidnapped in Afghanistan then 
converted to Islam 
• Maaria Mozaffar: lawyer and attorney from Chicago in the US 
Here is a video I made with a few historic examples: 

This is in complete contrast to how many women in various societies have been treated 
throughout history. An example of this is that women were not allowed to divorce or own 
their own property until the late 19th /early 20th Century in the UK. Likewise, debates 
were held in France until the 19th Century about whether a woman was a human or 
some other creature. 

Muslim women were given rights about 1400 years ago, which included many things 
from the right to divorce, to handle money, gain inheritance and more. There is even a 
verse in the Quran, Surah Al Nisa (Women). 

The Prophet PBUH advised that the best of you (his community) are those who are best 
towards their women. When he was at home, he was busy working for his family. 

During the final sermon of the Prophet PBUH he advised his companions to deal well 
with women. You can see my translation of the sermon from the “Translations” section. 

Islam is also the fastest growing religion in the world today, especially in Western, 
secular societies such as the US and the UK. There are many women among them 
including women that worked as models and posed for various magazines. 

There are just a few excepts to the rule of “equality” that some people might mistake for 
inequality. An example of this is that two female witnesses are needed for financial 
matters rather than one male. This is an exceptional case related to money as men 
(usually) deal more with money than women in Islam as they are required to work and 
support their families. In nearly all other cases such as moon sighting for the month of 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/04/26/q2-womens-rights/


   
 

 
 10 

Ramadan requires only one witness, even if it is one female. There are however cases 
where only females can be used as witnesses such as being witnesses for someone 
who is deceased. 

There is another misconception that men are given preference over women as they gain 
twice as much money from inheritance than women. However, there is a very simple 
explanation for this: in Islam, men are given an additional responsibility to protect and 
provide for their families, including female relatives. Therefore, if a man receives money 
through inheritance or otherwise, he is obliged to use it to support his family whereas 
women are under no obligation to give any of their money to anyone! Based on the 
above, who do you think gets “the better deal”? 
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Q3: Why do Muslim women wear “Hijab”? 
 
 
Before answering this, people should know what a “Hijab” is. “Hijab” can refer to a 
screen /covering (clothes) and is not simply a headscarf, although that often completes 
the Hijab. If for example a woman wears a “Hijab” then over her head but is wearing a 
short sleeve T shirt, she is not wearing the full Hijab. 

Allah says in the Quran: “Say to the believing men that they should lower their gaze and 
guard their modesty: that will make for greater purity for them: And Allah is well 
acquainted with all that they do.” (Surah Al Noor 24:30) 

From this, it can be seen that rules have been places for both men and women but 
starting with men -I.e: they are advised to lower their gaze. Based on this, things such 
as watching pornography and /or distributing certain types of pictures and magazines 
are not permissible. 

It is interesting to note that during the 1960s, there was a famous serial killer, Ted 
Bundy, who raoed and killed about 30 women. In his final interview before his 
execution, he attributed his behaviour and actions to his secret pornography addiction. 
You can find out more from here1 

 

Sone might argue that he was simply making excuses as he was going to be executed 
anyway and that he was a serial killer. However, people have made many videos and 
lectures about the dangers of pornography. Here2 is an example. Despite knowing 
about these dangers, the pornography industry is still very big today and possibly 
continuing to grow. 

 

It is quite ironic to think that many people are very strongly against child pornography 
(that is a good thing) but they have no problem with young women doing such things 
and, in many cases, even feel proud of them if they are above the age of 18. Anyone 
who has ever observed young children will know that they tend to copy adults. If 
children see that adults often enjoy pornography and /or seeing women engaging in 
such behaviour, would they not copy them?  

 

Before becoming a teacher, I worked as a teaching assistant at a primary school and 
some of the teachers I worked with "told off" some young girls during a PE lesson as 
they deliberately stripped down to their underwear and walked around in front of the 
boys while swinging their hips. Where did they learn such behaviour from? They were 

                                                             
1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fi91kfUQ6hU 
2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dbYWKVAeu6Y 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/04/26/q3-hijab/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fi91kfUQ6hU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dbYWKVAeu6Y
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concerned that this was a growing problem as one of them said she once witnessed two 
young girls that stripped down completely and sat down under a table while another 
said that some of the older girls try to change their tops quickly as their bodies are 
starting to change (at the time it was common for primary age children to get changed 
into their PE kit while in the classroom as there was not enough room in the toilet 
areas). I do not think they had any idea I was Muslim as one of them mentioned 
something about growing up in a Christian society so they were not looking at things 
from an Islamic point of view. That was back in 2003. Imagine how things are now.  

 

Some people might argue that “hijab” itself is not mentioned in the Quran so it is an 
innovation. However, if you read the text, you will know that the Quran is very specific 

about clothing. 

 

 

From a linguistic point of view, the word for intoxicants is “Khamr” (hence intoxicants 
such as alcohol are forbidden). The root word can mean “to fill /hide what is inside”, 
which is a reference to intoxicants that cloud up the mind and make it hard for people to 

think. If you can read Arabic, you can read about the various meanings from here. 

  

ينَتَُهنَّ إَِّلَّ َما َظَهرَ  يَن زِّ نَّ َويَْحفَْظَن فُُروَجُهنَّ َوََل يُْبدِّ هِّ ْن أَْبَصارِّ نَاتِّ يَْغُضْضَن مِّ بْ َوقُل ل ِّْلُمْؤمِّ ْنَها ۖ َوْليَْضرِّ نَّ َعلَٰى  مِّ هِّ َن بُِّخُمرِّ

نَّ   ۖ ُجيُوبِّهِّ

And tell the believing women to reduce [some] of their vision and guard their private 
parts and not expose their adornment except that which [necessarily] appears thereof 

and to wrap [a portion of] their head covers over their chests (Surah Al Noor 24: 31) 

  

نَّ ۚ ذَٰ  ن َجََلبِّيبِّهِّ نَّ مِّ نِّيَن يُْدنِّيَن َعلَْيهِّ َك َوبََناتَِّك َونَِّساءِّ اْلُمْؤمِّ َْزَواجِّ ُ يَا أَيَُّها النَّبِّيُّ قُل ّل ِّ لَِّك أَْدَنٰى أَن يُْعَرْفَن فَََل يُْؤذَْيَن ۗ َوَكاَن َّللاَّ

يًما حِّ  َغفُوًرا رَّ

O Prophet, tell your wives and your daughters and the women of the believers to bring 
down over themselves [part] of their outer garments. That is more suitable that they will 
be known and not be abused. And ever is Allah Forgiving and Merciful. (Surah Al Ahzab 
33:59) 

  

From the above,  we know that women are required to cover their heads using 
headscarves –i.e.: “Khimar” (this comes from the same root word as “Khamr”). it can be 
seen that although the word “Hijab” is not specifically mentioned in the Quran, there is 
evidence to support its existence and requiring its usage. “hijab” itself is a full covering 
so sometimes you will find a headscarf sold as a”hijab”, which is misleading as simply 

https://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-ar/%D8%AE%D9%85%D8%B1/
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wearing a headscarf with a something such as a T shirt is not really hijab, although the 
headscarf completes the covering if the body. 

 

From the teachings of the Prophet PBUH, there are 6 basic rules for the Hijab. These 
basically provide rules for what Muslims can /cannot wear: 

• It must not be too tight 
• It must not be transparent 
• It should not resemble the clothes of the nonbelievers -e.g: a Muslim cannot wear a 
cross like the Christians 
• It should not be too eye catching 
• It should not resemble clothes worn by people of the opposite sex 
• It should cover the body -for men it must cover the area between the navel and the 
knees and for women everything except for the face and the hands 

You can find out more from here3 

 

Notice that the only difference here between men and women’s clothes is the extent 
with women needing to cover more of their bodies. So why does this restriction apply? I 
will mention a few things: 

• It is a protection for women from lustful onlookers. If for example a woman is extremely 
beautiful but covered while another is equally beautiful but wearing very revealing 
clothes, who do you think is more likely to be harnessed and /or stalked by a man? 

 
• It allows people to judge women for what they are rather than what they look like. If for 
example you read about interview techniques, you will find lots of advice such as to 
dress well and improve one’s appearance as candidates are often judged on their 
appearance before they even say anything. Muslims women therefore are advised to 
cover themselves to avoid people judging them first by their appearance rather than 
their character. 

 
• It shows their love for religious women. For example: many people copied the 
hairstyles of footballer David Beckham, which shows their love for him. Likewise, 
Muslims love Maryam (Mary) mother of Isa (Jesus) May Allah be pleased with them, as 
she is considered to be one of the greatest women of all and there is even a verse in 
the Quran named after her. She is portrayed by Christians as dressing modestly and 

                                                             
3 https://www.google.com/amp/s/islamqa.info/amp/en/answers/60131 

https://www.google.com/amp/s/islamqa.info/amp/en/answers/60131
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wearing a headscarf. Therefore, when a Muslim woman wears Hijab, it shows her love 
for Maryam, may Allah be pleased with her. 

 
• Hijab is not worn 24 hours a day and can be taken off such as when no men are 
present and /or certain close male relatives are present such as her father. 

 
• Wearing a headscarf and dressing modestly is something practised by religious 
women such as nuns. In fact, when the “First Lady” (wife of the American President) 
visits the Pope, you will find that she is wearing a cloth over her head 

 
• Historically women dressed much more modestly than today, which is clear if you look 
at paintings of women from medieval times or even look at old pictured of London from 
the 1920s. Many of them appear to be wearing headscarves like Muslim women 
• Muslims are encouraged to marry and to raise families. The women’s beauty then is 
for their husbands 

People have overcome all sorts of huge obstacles in their lives. Some examples 
include: Nick vijucic (no arms no legs); Dr John Nash (successful mathematician and 
scientist who suffered from schizophrenia; the movie “A Beautiful Mind” is based on his 
life); Taha Hussain (blind Egyptian writer); Thomas Edison (one of the greatest 
scientists in recent times who was dead from one ear and hard of hearing from the 
other); Stephen Hawking (one of the greatest scientists who could barely move his body 
at all). It seems quite trivial then to think that women are limited in their progress if they 

dress modestly and /or wear a headscarf.  

 
• Muslim women have managed to excel in all walks of life without needing to abandon 
their Hijab such as by being teachers, managers, doctors and more. There are also 
many successful women who competed in sports while wearing Hijab such as an 
Egyptian Olympic beach volleyball team. You can see an example from a video of 
Turkish Olympic Tae Kwon Do champion, Kubra Dagli from here4 

There are many others such as Hanan El Haroub who won an award for being the best 
teacher (awarded in Dubai in 2015 by the Pope), Rafia Arshad, who is a barrister in the 

US and many others.  

 

Some people have a misunderstanding that Muslim women that dress modestly do so 
because their husband /male guardian forces them to dress modestly. However, this is 
simply a myth and three are many women that wear such clothes out if their own free 

                                                             
4 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJoKzLwPMRQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJoKzLwPMRQ


   
 

 
 15 

will. If it were true that Muslim women are forced to dress modestly, is it not possible 
then that many  women are forced To wear revealing clothes by their boyfriends or 
peers? Likewise, if their bodies are fully covered, would they really suffer from low self 
esteem and poor body image because of others judging their bodies? There are many 
private medical centres that offer very expensive cosmetic surgery including everything 
from skin whitening, nose jobs and much more, which suggests that a lot of women are 

not happy with their bodies.  

 

It is interesting to note that some women have made a living of wearing very revealing 
clothes and even been active in the pornography industry, posing for famous magazines 
such as playboy. Despite this, they chose to abandon their very rich and lavish lifestyle 
and chose to accept Islam and cover their bodies, finding more peace like this. Who are 
the men that are forcing them to do this? Here5 is an example of a former Hollywood 
porn star who accepted Islam and a Malaysian model who accepted Islam from here6 

 

Some people have a misunderstanding that if Muslim women live in a secular society 
they should not wear the headscarf. However, there are many communities within 
secular societies that choose to exercise their freedom by practising their religion. Sone 
of there are quite obvious such as nuns, Jewish people who wear their own types of 
clothes and many others. While in the UK, I have personally had two line managers at 
different points in my working life (car mechanic and interpreter /translator) who were 
Sikh and wore turbans but treated me very well despite knowing that I am Muslim (much 
better than many Muslim managers actually). Living in a secular society does not mean 
that people need to blindly accept and follow everything that the society follows and /or 
reject religion completely (in communist society they rejected religion). For example: 
pornography is legal in much of the world today and in various countries such as 
Australia, Belgium and the Netherlands, prostitution is legal. That does not mean that 
every woman living in those countries must work in the pornography industry at some 
point in her life and feel proud of it. There are also various tribal societies where it is 
customary for men and women to go out in public and in front of each other without 
wearing any clothes but even many people who lived their entire lives in secular 

societies would not agree with this.  

 

Some people also seem to think that if a Muslim woman is wearing a headscarf, she is 
forcing Islam into others. Again, there is no truth to this. There is no compulsion in 
religion. If for example someone sees a man walking down the street wearing a suit and 
tie, they would not think that the man is taking away everyone’s freedom to wear casual 
clothes and forcing them to wear suits as well. How is it possible then that if a Muslim 

                                                             
5 https://aboutislam.net/reading-islam/my-journey-to-islam/from-hollywood-playboy-model-why-i-became-
muslim/ 
6 https://www.google.com/amp/s/english.alarabiya.net/en/amp/variety/2014/07/04/Ex-Playboy-bunny-feels-
reborn-as-a-Muslim  

https://aboutislam.net/reading-islam/my-journey-to-islam/from-hollywood-playboy-model-why-i-became-muslim/
https://aboutislam.net/reading-islam/my-journey-to-islam/from-hollywood-playboy-model-why-i-became-muslim/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/english.alarabiya.net/en/amp/variety/2014/07/04/Ex-Playboy-bunny-feels-reborn-as-a-Muslim
https://www.google.com/amp/s/english.alarabiya.net/en/amp/variety/2014/07/04/Ex-Playboy-bunny-feels-reborn-as-a-Muslim
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woman wears a headscarf people think that she is taking away their freedom and 
forcing Islam into them, forcing them to wear headscarves as well? 

 

There are other reasons and explanations for the Hijab and you can see an answer 
from here7 

 
 
 
 
  

                                                             
7 https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=UF2TiRMELoY  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=UF2TiRMELoY
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Q4: Why did the Prophet PBUH marry Aisha, may Allah be pleased with her, when she 
was so young (according to some narrations, she was 9 years old when he was over 
50)? 
 
 
There are many reasons for why the Prophet PBUH married Aisha, may Allah be 
pleased with her, when she was so young. I will mention a few things here: 

• There was no force in marriage and she married out of her own free will. 

• She was the only wife of the Prophet PBUH who never married before. All other wives 
were previously married 

• The Prophet PBUH remained happily married to his first wife, Khadija, may Allah be 
pleased with her, for 25 years (until her death) and never felt the need to marry anyone 
else while being married to her. This was despite her being 15 years olds than him. 

• The Prophet PBUH missed his first wife Khadija and gave gifts to her friends years 
after her death. 

• Aisha, may Allah be pleased with her, felt jealous of the first wife of the Prophet PBUH 
and asked if Allah had not given him better -i.e.: referring to herself. This made the 
Prophet PBUH so angry that his face turned red and he swore by Allah that he had not 
been given better than Khadija, may Allah be pleased with her. 

• People mature at different ages. Aisha, May Allah be pleased with her, was 
exceptionally clever and even after the death of the Prophet PBUH many senior 
companions consulted with her and asked her for advice. She is one if the greatest 
narrators of Hadith or sayings of the Prophet PBUH. Perhaps due to her young age, she 
was also very inquisitive and asked about things that others might not have even 
thought of asking. 

• People have different marriage customs and until recently people married fairly early. 
Even today, the official age of marriage in many Western countries is 18 years but you 
will find many young girls who had children outside marriage as young as 13 years. 
Many of them also end up as single parents and receive government benefits such as in 
the UK. 

• In medieval Europe, which was hundreds of years after the time of the Prophet PBUH, 
women would get engaged or betrothed very young such as with queen Mary I of 
England. Some women were engaged as young as 3 years of age. In some parts of the 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/04/28/q4-young-bride/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/04/28/q4-young-bride/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/04/28/q4-young-bride/
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world, child marriages still exist such as in India and there was even a successful drama 
series about this called “Balika Vadhu” 

• The Prophet PBUH is an example for us for how we can live our lives. A large part of 
life is getting married. As the Prophet PBUH had different lives throughout his life, these 
are examples for how we should live our married lives. This includes having an older 
/younger wife. For further details on this you can watch my YouTube series about the 
Wives of the Prophet PBUH. You can see this from here8 

 
 
 

 

  

                                                             
8 https://m.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYw2uXX1aprcmOwmX6Pon29HRNqvKJ7u6  

https://m.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYw2uXX1aprcmOwmX6Pon29HRNqvKJ7u6
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Q5: Was Islam spread by the sword and forced onto others? 
 
 
Wars and conflicts have existed throughout history, including within the Islamic World 
and between people of different faiths. However, some people have the misconception 
that Islam in particular was spread by the sword and forced onto others, which is not 
true. There are various things to prove that this is not true and I will give a few 
examples: 

• Throughout history most countries either had empires or were part of other empires. 
This includes the colonial powers such as the British, French, Portuguese, Italian, 
Spanish and other empires. 

• Many of the original inhabitants of countries ruled by Muslims still exist today such as 
the Berber /Amazigh in North Africa who lived there before the arrival of the Arabs, 
Kurdish people in Iraq, Black Africans in Mali, Persians in Iran and many other 
communities. Compare this to when the Europeans colonised the Americas -millions of 
Native Americans were killed and had their homes taken away from them, with only a 
handful of them remaining until today 

• There are many followers of other religions in the Arab World such as Yazidis and 
Mendaiyyan in Iraq who were not killed off or forced to convert 

• There are many Arab Coptic Christians who have been Christians for generations and 
some of the oldest churches in the world are in Muslim countries such as in Iraq 

• Many Muslim empires ruled India for about a thousand years and yet today many 
ancient Hindu temples still exist from pre-Islamic times and India is a Hindu majority 
country. You can see some more examples from my videos about Muslim Empires: 

• Indonesia is the most populous Muslim country and yet no Muslim army went there –or 
to the neighboring countries such as Malaysia and Brunei 

• This is similar in East Africa 

• Muslims ruled Spain for about 800 years and greatly developed science and 
technology, working closely with Christians and Jews. Compare this to when the 
Christians gained control of Spain in 1492; Muslims were forcefully converted to 
Christianity, they were not allowed to wear Arabic clothes, they were not allowed to 
speak Arabic, they were not allowed to take a bath on Fridays, they were not allowed to 
give the call to prayer, they were forced to eat pork, which is forbidden in Islam and 
more 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/04/27/q5-how-islam-spread/
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• Letters were sent to others inviting them to Islam peacefully. An example of this is a 
letter written by the scribe of the Prophet Mohammed PBUH to Muqawqas of Egypt –
this letter can still be seen at the Islamic museum in the Topkapi Palace in Istanbul, 
Turkey. 

• There were Muslims who tried to study and understand others. An example of this was 
Al Biruni who studied Sanskrit (ancient Indian language) and Al Farabi who according to 
some narrations could speak up to 70 languages, which is the most anyone could 
speak. For further details, please check out my video on “Muslim Linguists”: 

• Muslims are encouraged to be patient and to resort to fighting as a last resort. An 
example of that was when the Prophet Mohammed PBUH received the revelation. The 
people of Makkah persecuted him and his followers and he remained patient for 10 
years without fighting and migrated to Medina. It was only when there was no other 
option that battles took place. 

• Even when there is a need for fighting, various restrictions have been placed such as 
not killing women or children, not killing the elderly, not cutting down trees 
unnecessarily, not burning down houses and more. 

• Islam is the fastest growing religion in the world especially in Western, secular 
societies such as in the US and the UK with many people converting to the religion from 
all walks of life including many famous people. Some examples include Lauren Booth 
(sister in law of former British Prime Minister Tony Blair), Yusuf Estes (former American 
Pastor), Mike Tyson (boxing champion), Jermaine Jackson (elder brother of Michael 
Jackson) and many more. 
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Q6: Why do Muslims hate homosexuals? 
 

 

This is a very broad topic and I do not know enough on the subject to answer it well.  

The short answer is that it is forbidden in Islam in a similar way to how it is forbidden in 
Judaism and Christianity and for most of history has not been practised so openly as it 

is today.  

 

Islam, Judaism and Christianity all believe in the people of Sodom who Prophet Lut 
(Lot) was sent to. They were the first people who practised homosexuality and 
punishment cane down upon them.  

 

With my limited knowledge, I will try to mention a few things to think about:  

 

 People have undertaken a detailed study of homosexuality and found that there 
is no gay gene. You can read more from here9 

 The same study found that environmental factors influence homosexuality. 
Considering how there are many laws, regulations, gay parades and educational 
systems to protect such rights (there were plans for having sex education 
lessons for children as young as 5 years old in the UK) is it not possible that 
these external factors played a role in persuading people that they have no 
choice about their homosexual and were born like this? You can read more from 

here10 

 Some of the most developed countries that also have the most rights for the 
homosexual community such as the Netherlands and Belgium also have the 
highest levels of depression and suicide in the world. Why is that? You can read 
about depression rates from here11 and suicide rates from here12  

 Some people might argue that homosexuals are more depressed because of 
how they are treated by society. However, many people have suffered much 
more and for much longer such as African Americans who endured slavery for 
over 300 years and continue to suffer discrimination (a relatively recent example 
was the Black Lives Matter of 2020 that was triggered by the public murder of 
George Floyd by 4 police officers), Uighur Muslims who have been sent to mass 

                                                             
9 https://www.sciencenews.org/article/no-evidence-that-gay-gene-exists 
10 https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.co.uk/news/amp/education-39116783 
11 https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/depression-rates-by-country 
12 https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/suicide-rate-by-country 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/04/28/q6-homosexuality/
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/no-evidence-that-gay-gene-exists
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.co.uk/news/amp/education-39116783
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/depression-rates-by-country
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/suicide-rate-by-country


   
 

 
 22 

Chinese concentration camps, native Americans who had their homes taken 
away from them and still do not have many rights, refugees fleeing war torn 
countries and many more. Considering what they have been through should they 
not be suffering much more from depression and have higher suicide rates? You 

can read more from here13  

 Considering the above, the rights of homosexuals has risen rapidly especially 
over the past 40 years since the 1980s. In contrast, other communities have 
suffered much more and for much longer. Why are others having to suffer and 
struggle much more to get their rights? You can read more from here14 

 Some people might argue that people are born with homosexual behaviour and 
that it is natural. However, there are people who are attracted to children 
(paedophiles), children who are attracted to their mothers (Arabs in pre Islamic 
times used to inherit their mothers and marry them after their fathers died) and 
those who are attracted to their siblings (during ancient Egyptian times it was 
common for someone to marry their own sister). Should such people not be 
included in society with more laws to protect their rights as well and educated on 

how to better enjoy their relationships?  

 There are people who appear to be born racist, rude, cruel, selfish, anti social, 
unhelpful, uncaring and much more. Are all of these behaviours all natural and 
people have no chance to ever change these qualities within themselves?  

 Whenever someone has any surgery there are always side effects and things are 
not the sane once they gave been denatured. Why do people have so many very 
expensive non essential operations such as sex change operations or cosmetic 

surgery for various parts of their body? 

 Some people might argue that surgeries such as cosmetic surgery help to boost 
self esteem. Why are people suffering from such low self esteem that they feel 

compelled to have such expensive and non essential operations?  

 When people are born their DNA contains chromosomes which indicate whether 
they are male or female, which is also obvious at birth, qualities they inherited 
from their ancestors from various parts of the world, their age and more. Even if 
someone has a sex change operation their DNA will show their male /female 
chromosomes; if someone has cosmetic surgery to make them look younger 
their anatomy will still show their real age and will not simply extend their life by 
40 years; if someone has skin whitening cosmetic surgery their ancestry will still 

remain the same. Why would someone have such operations then?  

                                                             
13 https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/mental-
health-crisis-looms-for-gay-teenagers-9053688.html%3famp 
14 https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.com/news/amp/uk-40743946 

https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/mental-health-crisis-looms-for-gay-teenagers-9053688.html%3famp
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/mental-health-crisis-looms-for-gay-teenagers-9053688.html%3famp
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.com/news/amp/uk-40743946
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 Is it not possible sometimes that there could be underlying reasons for various 
behaviours? For example; a young boy might enjoy dressing like a girl, put on 
make up and enjoy playing with dolls. Does that really mean that he is simply "in 
the wrong body" and was not influenced at all by having many sisters including 
older sisters so he was simply playing with their belongings? A very famous 
example of misunderstanding was the case of singer Michael Jackson who often 
spent his time around young children. People filed many lawsuits against him 
and accused him of child molestation but shortly before his death he was found 
to be innocent and cleared of all charges. Perhaps he simply enjoyed being 
around children as he had to perform from an early age and never really had a 

childhood? 

 People who follow a homosexual lifestyle are much more likely to face all sorts of 
health problems and risks such as mental health problems, inability to have 
children, commit suicide, cause self harm and STDs. In fact, until the “official” 
name AIDS was given, the newly discovered disease was originally called “GRID 
(Gay Related Immune Difficiency)”. Should people not try and find reasons for 
such problems and help them to live ordinary lives that are free from these risks 

and where they can naturally procreate? 

 Whenever somebody takes medicine there are side effects and some medicines 
can react with others such as if someone takes medicine to help them sleep but 
simultaneously takes medicine that causes them to lose sleep. If for example 
someone is born male but has a sex change operation to make them female, 

could this not lead to unwanted side effects?  

 From a secular point of view, Others have commented that homosexuality is 

taking away freedom. You can read more from here15. 

 Likewise, an atheist psychiatrist explained that such ideas of not distinguishing 
makes and females can be dangerous and lead to totalitarianism. You can read 

more from here16 

 An Indonesian psychiatrist also gave an explanation that you can see from here17 

 You can find out more about this topic from an Islamic point of view fr others 
such as from this video by Dr Yasir Qadhi, an American scholar and public 
speaker who can give a better explanation from here18 

 

                                                             
15 https://theconversation.com/amp/theres-a-problem-with-the-lgbt-rights-movement-its-limiting-freedom-
101999 
16 https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=YdBSBlUBFT0 
17 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iIHAcjSZet4 
18 https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=snVuGKqkwx8 

https://theconversation.com/amp/theres-a-problem-with-the-lgbt-rights-movement-its-limiting-freedom-101999
https://theconversation.com/amp/theres-a-problem-with-the-lgbt-rights-movement-its-limiting-freedom-101999
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=YdBSBlUBFT0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iIHAcjSZet4
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=snVuGKqkwx8
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Q7: Why do Muslims hate Jews? 
 
 
The relationship between Arabs and Jews is very long and complicated. Both of them 
branch out from the same origin as they are both Semitic people who speak Semitic 
languages, Arabic and Hebrew. In fact, Jews, along with Christians, are known to 
Muslims as “Ahl Al Kitab” (People of the Book) due to their closeness as they are also 
Abrahamic Faiths and they share many similar believes regarding creation, Prophets 
and many doctrines. 

It is mentioned in the Quran: “Ye are the best of peoples, evolved for mankind, enjoining 
what is right, forbidding what is wrong, and believing in Allah. If only the People of the 
Book had faith, it were best for them: among them are some who have faith, but most of 
them are perverted transgressors.” (Aal Imran 3:110) 

During the time of the Prophet Mohammed PBUH, there were many Jews in Medina 
and there are many narrations of them approaching him and questioning him with some 
even converting to Islam such as Abdullah ibn Salaam, may Allah be pleased with him, 
who was a Jewish Rabbi and Safiya bint Huyyay, may Allah be pleased with her, who 
was one of the wives of the Prophet PBUH and converted to Islam from Judaism. There 
was even a narration where some of the wives of the Prophet PBUH mocked her 
because of her Jewish ancestry so the Prophet PBUH defended her and advised her to 
make reference to her ancestry related to Prophets Musa (Moses) and Harun (Aaron) –
i.e.: she was related to two Prophets through ancestry and was married to a Prophet. 
For further details about her, you can watch my video about her from here: 

Muslims and Jews also shared a very close and friendly relationship throughout history 
including during the Golden Age of Islamic History such as in Andalucía (Spain and 
Portugal) whereby Muslims, Christians and Jews lived and worked together and when 
Christians regained control of Spain, Muslims and Jews were both expelled and many 
Jews took refuge in Muslim countries such as in Morocco and there are Jewish 
Quarters there. If you ever visit the Alhambra Palace in Granada, Spain, you can also 
see the “Hall of the Lions”, where you can see a statue of 12 lions. This was gifted to 
the Muslims living the area by the Jewish community who were pleased with the way 
the Muslims treated them. Likewise, Muslims, Christians and Jews worked closely 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/04/30/q7-muslims-and-jews/
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together in Baghdad in Iraq where they translated many of the original works of the 
Ancient Greeks into Arabic (there was a similar translation movement in Toledo in 
Spain). This was despite Jewish people being expelled in most of Europe by Christians 
at the time. For further details, check out this documentary, “An Islamic History of 
Europe” by former BBC journalist, Rageh Omar: 

There have also been some notable examples of Muslims protecting Jews such as 
during the Second World War when Khaled Abdul Wahab from Tunisia helped to protect 
many Jews. Likewise, the Imam or Head of the Paris Mosque in France, Si Kadour 
Benghabrit, hid many Jews inside the mosque and even gave them Muslim identities to 
protect them. For further details, you can watch my video, French Muslims: 

Therefore, as a whole, Muslims have had a close relationship with Jews. Things are not 
perfect and there have been some serious, notable conflicts, most recently the ongoing 
Arab-Israeli conflict. Perhaps this has led to much of the “hatred” towards all Jews that 
we see today. 
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Q8: Why do Muslims take part in violent “Jihad”? 
 
 
 
The word “Jihad” is greatly misunderstood and is often incorrectly translated as “Holy 
war”, which is wrong. The word means “to strive /struggle” -i.e.: to struggle to do one’s 
best rather than simply doing the bear minimum. This is necessary to do well at 
anything in life such as to be a good student, to invent new technology, to be a good 
engineer and much more. From a religious point of view, it can be struggling to be a 
better person or a better Muslim. In fact, there is a narration of the Prophet PBUH where 
he explained that the greatest Jihad is to speak the truth in front of a deviant leader. 

Ironically, there was a time when people felt proud of using this term and its variants 
and movies have been made in the 1980s such as “Rambo III” and “The Living 
Daylights” (James Bond) where the heroes would help the Mujahideen in Afghanistan 
fight against the USSR. This is a reflection of the events at the time. Likewise, there 
were in fact holy wars in the past but launched by the Pope against Muslims such as 
during the Spanish inquisition and during the Crusades. 

 

  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/04/30/q8-jihad/
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Q9: Why are all terrorists Muslim?  
 
 
This is simply a misconception that people have that most likely originated through 
various media outlets. You can find out more about this issue such as by watching this 
documentary, Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies a People, whereby Jack Shahin 
talks about his detailed research into how various Hollywood movies have portrayed 
Arabs and Muslims very negatively, which results in people subconsciously believing 
them to be evil: 

Here are a few other points to think about: 

• It is mentioned in the Quran: “On that account: We ordained for the Children of Israel 
that if any one slew a person – unless it be for murder or for spreading mischief in the 
land – it would be as if he slew the whole people: and if any one saved a life, it would be 
as if he saved the life of the whole people. Then although there came to them Our 
messengers with clear signs, yet, even after that, many of them continued to commit 
excesses in the land.” (Surah Allah Maidah 6:32). Based on this, anyone who commits 
such crimes cannot be Muslim 

• Even if for the sake of argument you assume that people who commit such crimes are 
Muslim and are about 10,000 in total, there are over 1.7 Billion Muslims worldwide –i.e.: 
such people represent less than 0.01% of the entire Muslim population! Why focus on 
them and see them as exemplary Muslims and not focus more on the other 99.9% of 
Muslims whose roles include everything from being doctors, engineers, lawyers, 
teachers, architects and much more? 

• Over the years, there have been many groups that have been recognised as terrorist 
organisations such as the IRA (Irish Republican Army), the Basque separatist group, 
ETA (in Spain), Tamil Tigers (in Sri Lanka) and the KKK (Ku Klux Klan), in the US 

• Many people have committed crimes but are not recognised as terrorists but instead 
are seen as having mental disorders such as white supremacists who killed people in 
the Oklahoma bombing and during the Boston Marathon. There are other examples 
such as during the mass shooting at a black church in the US, at Columbine High 
School and in Las Vegas. 

• People’s opinions change over time. For example, South African President Nelson 
Mandela was in prison but later became the President; Malcolm X was arrested during 
his life and now he is seen as a strong fighter for Black American rights; boxing legend 
Mohammed Ali is now remembered as “the greatest” boxer and yet during his life he 
was put in prison for refusing to fight in the Vietnam War, he was banned from boxing 
and many people were against him when he personally went to Iraq to meet Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussain and negotiate the release of American hostages. 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/04/30/q9-terrorism/
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• The majority of victims of many terrorist attacks by “Muslims” are Muslims. For 
example: in 2016 during the month of Ramadan, many people were killed in Iraq and 
during the last 10 nights of Ramadan in the city of Medina (second holiest city in Islam) 
just outside the Prophet’s Mosque, many people had been killed as they gathered to 
break the fast. 
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Q10: Why are non Muslims not allowed to enter the cities of Makkah or Medina? 
 
 
In every country there are places where not everyone can go such as to the House of 
Parliament in the UK or the White House in the US. There are also other places with 
restrictions such as special student campuses where not everyone can go and this can 
be for various reasons such as not being authorised to enter, for security purposes and 
more. Likewise, the cities of Makkah and Medina are the two holiest cities in Islam and 
the main centres for the religion so not everyone can enter. 

 

There are actually places that not everyone can enter such as various religious sites. 
For example, in India there are about 9 Hindu temples that no non-Hindus are allowed 
to enter. You can read about this from here19. 

 
This is in one country. Compare this to the two cities of Makkah and Medina, which are 
two cities in over 22 Muslim countries. 

From a logistical point of view, there are over 1.7 billion Muslims all over the world 
including many who are eager to go to these cities so it is not possible to accommodate 
all of them -already catering for over 4 million pilgrims every year is very difficult. 
Therefore, numbers of visitors have been restricted and many people have put their 
names on waiting lists, having to wait many years to visit and sometimes still do not get 
the chance even when they are old. If for example non Muslims could visit, it would 
reduce the number of Muslim visitors and it would be an injustice against those who 
have been waiting for so long. 

 
 

  

                                                             
19 http://lifeinsaudiarabia.net/blog/2017/09/18/9-hindu-temples-in-india-where-non-hindus-are-not-allowed-

to-enter/  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/05/02/q9-entry-to-makkah-or-medina/
http://lifeinsaudiarabia.net/blog/2017/09/18/9-hindu-temples-in-india-where-non-hindus-are-not-allowed-to-enter/
http://lifeinsaudiarabia.net/blog/2017/09/18/9-hindu-temples-in-india-where-non-hindus-are-not-allowed-to-enter/
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Q11: Why are Muslims trying to push “Sharia law” onto others? 
 
 
There is no compulsion in religion and people are allowed to practise their own 
religions. It is mentioned in the Quran: “To you be your Way, and to me mine” (Surah Al 
Kafiroon: 109:6). 

“Sharia” simply means “ordained” -i.e.: ordained law of Islam. This is a very broad topic 
and can cover all sorts of things from forbidding the consumption of alcohol to not 
allowing interest, when applied to state law /the laws governing a country. This is not 
something that is to be forced on to others. I am not specialised in this area but you can 
get an idea of the sources of these laws from here20. 

“Sharia” law often receives negative media coverage as it is seen to be extremely harsh 
Including the use of a death penalty for murder and /or adultery and chopping off a 
thief’s hand. However, this is used as a deterrent to discourage people from committing 
crimes and these are the punishments for the “most extreme” cases. There have been 
many cases where families have forgiven people so the full punishment was not given. 
Speaking from personal experience, I have lived and traveled in Saudi Arabia for many 
years and have never seen anyone whose hands have been chopped off due to theft 
and I can guarantee that if you ever come to the country you will hardly find anyone 
whose hand has been chopped off. 

While “Sharia” Law might sound harsh and that it is based on religious law, some 
people conducted a social experiment where they quoted sections from the “Quran” to 
people so they commented on how harsh Islamic laws are but then later they were 
shocked to find that the book that was being quoted from was actually the Bible 
disguised as the Quran! You can watch a video of this here21  

Throughout history people have used all sorts of harsh punishments that are much 
more harsh than the above mentioned such as in Medieval Europe. Even today, various 
places such as many US states have the death penalty. Some of the death penalties 
are much harsher than those in many Muslim countries such as death by electric chair 
or lethal injection, which can take up to 20 minutes to cause death and is very painful. 

Sometimes harsh punishments need to be given to deter people from committing further 
crimes. As an example, as of 2018 there was a high profile case in India of Asifa, an 8 
year old girl who was kidnapped, drugged, gang raped inside a temple and was 
murdered -this was done over a period of about 7 days. Imagine that (God forbid) such 
a thing happened to your mother, sister, daughter or any other female relative and you 
were made the judge over the criminals. Would you give them a light punishment or feel 
that they should be given less punishment because their victims were over the age of 

                                                             
20 https://islamqa.info/en/112268  
21 https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=zEnWw_lH4tQ  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/05/03/q11-sharia-law/
https://islamqa.info/en/112268
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=zEnWw_lH4tQ
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18? Also, if people can see that the criminals receive a very harsh punishment do you 
think that perhaps someone will think twice before committing a similar crime 
themselves? 

Nowadays, countries have their own national laws governing things such as national 
holidays that are often based around religious celebrations such as Christmas but under 
that, people have their own regional or local law, such as with their own local councils. 
The national laws are applied to people of all religions and ethnicities. Similarly, if 
Sharia law is applied to a country, people still have freedom to follow their own rules 
within the confines of their homes, such as those who are not Muslim and they have 
their own celebrations. None Muslims are not obliged to pray like Muslims and /or follow 
the Islamic rituals in worship such as fasting during the month of Ramadan. 
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Q12: Why do Muslims see themselves as superior to others? 
 
 
There is good and bad in every society and there is no doubt that there are Muslims 
who commit sins and do things that they should not be doing such as by seeing 
themselves as superior to others. As a whole however, this is a misconception that 
many people have but it is not true. 

It is mentioned in the Quran: “1. By (the Token of) Time (through the ages), 2. Verily 
Man is in loss, 3. Except such as have Faith, and do righteous deeds, and (join 
together) in the mutual teaching of Truth, and of Patience and Constancy. (Surah Al 
Asr)”.Based on the above, simply being Muslim is not enough as it is important to also 
perform good deeds. 

Also, there is another verse: “O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male 
and a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that ye may know each other (not 
that ye may despise (each other). Verily the most honoured of you in the sight of Allah is 
(he who is) the most righteous of you. And Allah has full knowledge and is well 
acquainted (with all things).” (Surah Al Hujurat 49:13). This shows that the someone’s 
value is measured through their actions and not their race. 

Compare this to some of the events that took place in history where racism and 
dehumanization was systematically taught and enforced such as during the Slave Trade 
in the Americas where African slaves were dehumanized -you can get an idea of what 
this was like by reading around the topic and watching certain movies such as “12 years 
a slave”. Many events also took place, which aimed to prove the superiority of white 
people over black Africans. An example of this was the existence of the “Human Zoo” 
where Africans were placed in cages in Europe until as recent as 1960, so that white 
people could see them in a similar way to how they see animals at a zoo. Scientists 
used this idea to prove that white people were superior to black Africans who they saw 
to be closer to animals (justifying this through Darwin’s Theory of Evolution) and also 
used bodies of black Africans for testing to develop medicine in a similar way to how 
some people develop medicine today using animal testing. You can watch a video 
about this from here22. 

  

                                                             
22 https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=nY6Zrol5QEk  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/05/02/q12-why-do-muslims-see-themselves-as-superior-to-others/
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=nY6Zrol5QEk
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Q13: Why are Muslim men allowed to have more than one wife? 
 
 
There is a basic rule for polygamy (a man having more than one wife): 

“If ye fear that ye shall not be able to deal justly with the orphans, Marry women of your 
choice, Two or three or four; but if ye fear that ye shall not be able to deal justly (with 
them), then only one, or (a captive) that your right hands possess, that will be more 
suitable, to prevent you from doing injustice.” (Surah Al Nisa 4:3) 

There are also a few things to think about: 

• There is no rule that says that someone must have more than one wife. It is purely 
optional 

• If someone does in fact have more than one wife, there is another condition that he 
must treat his wives equally. That includes things such as providing an equal and fair 
amount of clothes and shelter and spending equal amounts of time with each wife such 
as by spending a day with each (or however they agree) 

• There are others who also have more than one wife such as Mormon Christians who 
can also have more than one wife  

• In some cultures polygamy is more common. For example, South African President 
Jacob Zuma had 6 wives 

• If a woman is a widow /divorced her life can be very difficult especially if she has 
children. In some cultures it is very difficult and almost impossible to remarry after this 
and there are cases where such women are looked down upon by the society. Marrying 
someone who is already married might help here. 

• If a woman cannot have children perhaps allowing her husband to marry someone 
else might be useful rather than getting a divorce and living alone 

• If a woman is very much career minded, marrying someone who is already married 
might relieve her of some of her home and family commitments, thus allowing her to 
focus more on her career 

 
 
 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/05/06/q14-polygamy/
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Q14: Why are Muslims not allowed to have boyfriends /girlfriends? 
 
 
As a rule, having boyfriends /girlfriends is something that is not allowed in Islam. Here 
are some things to think about: 

• Marriage provides a legal document (marriage certificate) and witnesses, which 
provides protection for women. Can you imagine working for an employer without 
having any contract, basing all salaries purely “on trust”? Maybe some employers will be 
honest and will give regular salaries with no contract at all but can you afford to take 
that risk? Likewise, how can a woman live with another man and have children with him 
without being married? Maybe he will be honest and take good care of her but can she 
take that risk? 

• Having such relationships outside marriage is not legally binding and there may not be 
any witnesses, increasing the chances of living in abusive relationships 

• Not having any marriage contract or witnesses might make such couples question 
each other’s’ level of commitment to maintaining the relationship 

• Many people have relationships outside marriage but you will find many women suffer 
and end up as single parents. This is so common that many governments such as in the 
UK provide benefits for such women 

• Being a single parent can be extremely difficult, not only for the parent but for the 
children especially if they have no idea who their father is and perhaps only ever hear 
negative comments about him. Children do not have parents then who can be good role 
models for how they should live their lives and manage relationships well 

• In many cultures (not just in Muslim societies) marriage is very important and 
honourable and even when people have pre-marital relations there is an ultimate aim of 
getting married 

• It is common for people to have more than one boyfriend /girlfriend throughout their 
lives. This can increase the amount of stress and psychological problems associated 
with breaking a relationship especially if others did not know about the relationship and 
cannot support them at such a difficult time in their lives 

• When people easily have many boyfriends /girlfriends without always knowing each 
other well, there is a possibility that they are more likely to get diseases such as AIDS 

  
 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/05/07/q14-boyfriends-girlfriends/
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Q15: Why do Muslims eat so much meat? 
  

 
 
While it is true that many Muslims eat meat, that does not mean that they always eat 
excessive meat and /or eat more meat than others. It is important to have a balanced 
diet to live a healthy life and too much of anything is not good. Here are some things to 
think about: 

 Eating meat is optional and it is perfectly acceptable for someone to choose to be a 
vegetarian 

 Historically, many people ate meat products, even in places where there are many 
vegetarians such as in the Indian Subcontinent 

 Vegetable products might not always be easily available such as in non-agricultural 
countries where livestock is more common 

 Eating meat products can provide certain nutrients that might not always be easily 
available such as iron (red meat) and omega 3 (in oily fish). As an interpreter for 
Arabic, I have personally interpreted for doctors, nurses and midwives who advised 
patients to have meat products, such as by advising women with anemia to have red 
meat to increase their red blood cells 

 Sometimes meat products are needed such as in insulin injections for people who 
are diabetic 

 Sometimes eating meat products can be useful such as if someone is an athlete and 
/or is weight training. Having a vegetarian diet here does not always work for 
everyone 

 Restrictions have been placed on certain animals that are not allowed to be eaten 
such as various carnivorous animals and pig meat. This is in complete contrast to 
what occurs in certain parts of the world such as many Far Eastern countries such 
as China where people eat everything from spiders to snakes as well as lots of pig 
meat. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/06/06/q15-meat/
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Q16: Why do Muslims insult non Muslims by calling them “Kafir”? 
 
 
The word “Kafir” simply means “disbeliever”. There is also a variant of this word “Kafara” 
(to disbelieve) and “Kufr” (disbelief). In many ways this is somewhat similar to how 
someone could be a disbeliever in Christianity, a disbeliever in Hinduism and so on. 

I have seen the word “Kafir” translated as “infidel” (I have no idea where this translation 
came from) and this is used as a derogatory term. The word “Kafir” itself is not a 
derogatory term but it can be used as one -e.g.: I am told that in the Afrikaans language 
of South Africa, “Kafir” is used as a derogatory term. 

 
 
 
 

 

  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/05/07/q16-kafir/
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Q17: Why are there sects in Islam such as Sunni and Shia and why do they hate each 
other? 
 
This is a very broad topic with a long history so I will try to mention a few points here: 

• Religions nowadays have many sects such as with Christianity (Greek Orthodox, 
Catholic, Protestant, Jehovah’s Witness and more) and Judaism (such as Orthodox). 
Likewise, there are sects in Islam such as Shia, Sunni, Burailwi, Sufi, Qadiyani and 
many more 

•The Prophet PBUH prophesied that religions would eventually have sects -Christianity 
and Judaism as well as Islam. However, this does not mean that people should create 
sects and divide themselves 

• Historically, conflicts have occurred between sects such as between Catholic and 
Protestant Christians. An example of this was the Gunpowder Plot on 5 November 1605 
in England where Guy Fawkes tried to destroy the House of Parliament (centre of 
government) but was caught. You can read more about this from here23 

 
• Regarding Shia and Sunni Muslims; this is a very long topic and I am not specialised 
in it. The gist of the difference is that there are Shia who believe that the leaders of 
Muslims should be direct descendants of the Prophet PBUH so they believe that his 
cousin, Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, should have been his successor and not his 
other companions such as Abu Bakr, Omar and Othman, who are seen by Sunni 
Muslims as some of the greatest companions and three of the four “Rightly Guided 
Caliphs”, may Allah be pleased with them. Many Shia do not like them as they believe 
they unlawfully succeeded the Prophet PBUH. I Have tried to give an overview of this 
part of history by speaking about Ali, the cousin of the Prophet PBUH and his family 
through my series “House of Fatima”. You can watch it from here24 

• There is a difference between politics and what common people think. For example, 
one might believe that there is great hatred between everyone from India and Pakistan. 
However, in a neutral country such as the UK where you have many British Indians and 
Pakistanis, you might not feel any hatred between them because of their origin 

• Not everyone is religious and /or takes an interest in history so they are born into a 
religion without fully understanding it or agreeing with its doctrines. To them, it might not 
make any difference what religion or sect someone else belongs to or the differences 
associated with them 

                                                             
23 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunpowder_Plot  
24 https://m.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYw2uXX1aprcVNMWnWudXthkd9AA9Fk9S  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/05/29/q17-sects-and-conflicts/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/05/29/q17-sects-and-conflicts/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunpowder_Plot
https://m.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLYw2uXX1aprcVNMWnWudXthkd9AA9Fk9S
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All of these issues might make the reader wonder; which sect is correct? Without 
directly advocating for or against any sect, I would recommend that generally with 
anything (not only this article but in other areas of life), people should question what 
they read or hear and not simply believe everything based purely on rumours or what 
many people think. I would also advise that people should do their own background 
reading to check how accurate the information is and whether it is valid or not, going 
back to the original sources of information as much as possible, thus allowing them to 
decide for themselves. In this case, I would advise the reader to go back to the Quran 
and Hadith (sayings of the Prophet PBUH) and see what they actually say about the 
various beliefs such as the companions and the Prophet PBUH. Beyond that, I would 
recommend reading historic accounts and perhaps asking someone specialised in the 
field. 

One reason that I personally would not follow other sects is because of what was 
mentioned in the Quran: “This day have I perfected your religion for you and completed 
My favour unto you, and have chosen for you as religion AL-ISLAM” (Surah Al Maida 
5:3). To me, this suggests that the religion is complete -but is this something that you 
agree with? What do you think? 

 

I will end this section with the names of a few sects and some famous followers /basic 
information about them so that you can do your own background reading: Rafida, 
Muatazila, Bori (a famous follower is Tahir Al Qadri), Burailwi, Qaramita, Alawi (a 
famous follower is President Bashar Al Asad of Syria), Druze (a famous follower is Amal 
Clooney, wife of actor George Clooney), Ismaili (followers of Hasan Ibn Saba; a famous 
follower was Aga Khan), Zaydiya (a Shia sect in Yemen that does not blasphamise any 
of the companions of the Prophet PBUH including the “rightly guided” Caliphs) , Ibadi 
(found mostly in Oman), Qadiyani (from Qadiyan in Pakistan; followers of Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmed who was a secret agent working for the British), Sufi (there are many types such 

as the Derveshi from Konya in Turkey). You can read some information from here25 

  

                                                             
25 https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_schools_and_branches  

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_schools_and_branches
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Q18: Why do Muslims slaughter animals on their celebrations and why does it look so 
harsh? 
 
It says in the Quran: “To every people have We appointed rites (of sacrifice) that they 
might celebrate the name of Allah over the sustenance He gave them from animals (fit 
for food)…” (Surah Al Hajj 18: 34) 

Here are a few points in addition to the above: 

• Eating meat is optional and it is perfectly acceptable for someone to choose to be a 
vegetarian 

• Historically, many people ate meat products around the word including those who are 
largely vegetarian now, such as in India 

• Muslims, like Christians and Jews, believe in Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) PBUH and 
the stories are very similar. The story related to the sacrifice on the Eid celebration (Eid 
Al Adha /Celebration of the Sacrifice), which coincides with the Hajj /Pilgrimage, is 
actually related to following the teachings of Prophet Ibrahim PBUH when he was 
ordered to sacrifice his son. This story is mentioned in the Quran: 

102. Then, when (the son) reached (the age of) (serious) work with him, he said: “O my 
son! I see in vision that I offer thee in sacrifice: Now see what is thy view!” (The son) 
said: “O my father! Do as thou art commanded: thou will find me, if Allah so wills one 
practising Patience and Constancy!” 

103. So when they had both submitted their wills (to Allah), and he had laid him 
prostrate on his forehead (for sacrifice), 

104. We called out to him “O Abraham!  

105. “Thou hast already fulfilled the vision!” – thus indeed do We reward those who do 
right. 

106. For this was obviously a trial- 

107. And We ransomed him with a momentous sacrifice: 

108. And We left (this blessing) for him among generations (to come) in later times: 
(Surah Al Safaat 102-108) 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/06/03/q16-slaughtering-on-celebrations/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/06/03/q16-slaughtering-on-celebrations/
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• Too much of anything is not good, whether it is too much chocolate, too much sugar, 
too much salt or other things such as too much meat so people need to have a 
balanced diet 

• Even today it is easy to see that many people eat meat products such as during 
celebrations. Examples include American Thanksgiving Day and Christmas in the UK, 
where they eat a turkey 

• It is permissible in Islam to slaughter and eat certain animals but not to kill them purely 
for entertainment such as bull fighting or fox hunting 

• People can be rewarded or punished based on how they treat animals. Here are two 
examples from the Hadith (sayings of the Prophet PBUH): The Prophet said, “A woman 
entered the (Hell) Fire because of a cat which she had tied, neither giving it food nor 
setting it free to eat from the vermin of the earth.” (Bukhari 3318); Allah’s Messenger 
PBUH said, “A prostitute was forgiven by Allah, because, passing by a panting dog near 
a well and seeing that the dog was about to die of thirst, she took off her shoe, and tying 
it with her head-cover she drew out some water for it. So, Allah forgave her because of 
that.” (Bukhari 3321) 

• People have different ways of slaughtering animals according to religious doctrines. 
An example of this is how many Jewish people eat Kosher meat in a somewhat similar 
way to how Muslims have Halal meat 

• Some people might see the method of slaughtering as harsh as they can see blood, 
but under normal circumstances not everyone can see blood 

• Draining the blood out and washing it can help to clean the meat before cooking in a 
somewhat similar way to how someone might wash a wound before applying a 
bandage. It can also help the meat to last longer as there are fewer germs when there is 
no blood 

• While it might appear that the animal is in pain as it is slaughtered, the sensory nerves 
are cut to ensure that there is no pain 

• Some people might feel that it is harsh to slaughter animals to eat them and that it is 
acceptable to cut plants and eat them as they do not feel pain and /or do not have a 
central nervous system. However, people have conducted studies and have found that 
plants also feel pain. Also, not everyone has all their senses such as someone who is 
blind, someone who has spinal injury so cannot feel anything and more. If someone 
decides to kill them, does it make it a less of a crime because they have fewer senses? 
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Q19: Why is Islam so hard to practise? 
 
 
 
Many people think that Islam is a very difficult religion and that it is hard to follow. This is 
partly because many people think of the religious duties that Muslims need to perform 
such as having to pray 5 times a day and fasting for a whole month and because there 
are various restrictions such as not being allowed to drink alcohol. However, this is only 
a perception and one side of the story. 

  

It is mentioned in the Quran: “Allah intends for you ease and does not intend for you 
hardship” (Surah Al Baqara, 2:185). Based on this, various concessions have been 
made in Islam to make matters easier for people. The Prophet PBUH mentioned: “The 
reward of deeds depends upon the intentions and every person will get the reward 
according to what he has intended.” (Sahih Al Bukhari: 1). This is a blessing so for 
example if someone is fasting but they eat by mistake, there is no sin upon them. Also, 
there is also no concept of people carrying anybody else’s sins or burden as the 
Prophet PBUH mentioned: “The pen has been lifted from three: From the sleeper until 
he wakes up, from the minor until he grows up, and from the insane until he comes back 
to his senses or recovers.” (Sunan Al Nisai: 3432). This means that such people are 
forgiven under these circumstances. For example: children are not obliged to pray or 
fast, although it is useful to teach them and get them to practice. 

  

It is mentioned in the Quran: “And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to 
worship Me.” (Surah Al Zariyat, 51:56). Based on this, the main purpose in life for 
Muslims is to worship Allah, which is similar in other religions as people of any faith 
perform some form of worship whether it is praying on a Sunday at Church, at a Hindu 
Temple or following some other religious doctrine. 

  

With the case of prayer in Islam; there are many concessions so if someone cannot 
pray standing, they can pray sitting and if they cannot pray sitting, they can pray lying 
down. Likewise, if somebody is bleeding continuously, they do not need to pray and if 
someone is insane and their mind is not active, they are not obliged to pray. If someone 
is travelling, they are allowed to join two prayers together (except for the Fajr /Dawn 
prayer) and also shorten them. The duration of the prayer is flexible so if they are 
praying alone, they can shorten their prayers by reciting shorter verses of the Quran. 

  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/09/02/q20-why-is-islam-so-hard-to-practise/
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With the case of fasting; other religions also practice fasting. It is mentioned in the 
Quran: “O you who have believed, decreed upon you is fasting as it was decreed upon 
those before you that you may become righteous” (Surah Al Baqara, 2:182). An 
example of other people fasting is the case of Jews who used to fast in a similar way to 
Muslims from dawn to sunset but for 40 days instead of 29 or 30 days. Also, if someone 
is ill or travelling, they are allowed to leave off fasting for those days and make me for 
them later. 

  

It is interesting to note that people have found various benefits of fasting such as for 
taking blood tests and clearing the body of toxics. In fact, people in the West have found 
that it is useful for health reasons to fast from dawn to sunset twice a week on non-
consecutive days –this is known as the “5:2 Diet”. However, the Prophet PBUH 
recommended fasting like this about 1400 years ago by recommending people to fast 
on Mondays and Thursdays. 

  

Regarding food restrictions; Muslims are not allowed to drink alcohol or eat pork, but 
other types of food and drink have been encouraged such as honey, milk, dates, figs, 
olives and more. Scientists are increasingly seeing the benefits of such foods that have 
been recommended in Islam. For example, historically, people in Spain did not have 
olive oil but Muslims planted various olive trees there. Today, Spain is famous for its 
olive oil and even the Spanish word for olive, “acetuna”, is very similar to the Arabic 
word, “azzaituna”, which is a variant of the Arabic word for olive, “zaitun”. Likewise, 
scientists are also finding harm in things that have been forbidden in Islam. For 
example, for many years, doctors spoke about the risks of drinking too much alcohol but 
according to a 2018 BBC News article, a report had been made where various scientists 
confirmed that no alcohol is safe, which you can read from here26 

  

 
 
 

  

                                                             
26 https://www.bbc.com/news/health-45283401 

https://www.bbc.com/news/health-45283401
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Q20: Why is taking interest forbidden in Islam? 
 
 
First of all, here is the basic Islamic concept regarding interest: It is mentioned in the 
Quran: “O ye who believe! Devour not usury, doubled and multiplied, but fear Allah, that 
ye may (really) prosper” (Surah Aal Imran 2: 130) 

Based on the above, usury /interest is forbidden in Islam whether it is doubled or 
multiplied. However, taking interest not only forbidden in Islam but also in other religions 
such as Christianity. It is for this reason that the famous writer, William Shakespeare, 
was able to write the play “The Merchant of Venice”, which involved the hero, Antonio, 
borrowing money from a Jewish money lender, Shilok, with the condition that he needs 
to pay the money back and if not, he would need to pay “a pound of flesh”. Taking 
interest can involve giving loans but not being able to repay the amounts, leading to 
large amounts of debt. Paying off debt can take a very long time and sometimes does 
not end, leading to people having to life their entire lives in debt. In some cases, people 
having their homes and /or other belongings taken away from them. It is also possible 
that part of the reason for the world financial crisis /recession in 2008 was partly based 
on interest such as people taking loans without being able to pay back the loans. 

While there are some people who will greatly benefit from taking interest, is it ethical to 
be making a profit at the possible loss of another person? 

You can find out more about this topic from this documentary about “The History of 
Money” by Niall Ferguson from here27 

 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                             
27 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84h_8-UlUQA  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/06/05/q19-interest/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84h_8-UlUQA
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Q21: What is the Kaaba and do Muslims worship it like an idol? 
 
 
In short, the Kaaba is the large, black cuboid shaped building at the centre of the Holy 
Mosque (Masjid Al Haram) in Makkah, Saudi Arabia. It has a long history but in short, it 
is mentioned in the Quran: “The first House (of worship) appointed for men was that at 
Bakka: Full of blessing and of guidance for all kinds of beings:” (Surah Aal Imran 3:96) 

 

Muslims, Christians and Jews are all part of the Abrahamic Faiths and are monotheistic 
so they believe in Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) PBUH; 

 

 

In Islam it is believed that Prophet Ibrahim PBUH built the Kaaba and there is also a 
place near it where he stood to check that it was being built properly known as “Maqam 
Ibrahim” (Station of Ibrahim) where his footprints are: ”Remember We made the House 
a place of assembly for men and a place of safety and take ye the station of Abraham 
as a place of prayer; and We covenanted with Abraham and Ismail that they should 
sanctify My House for those who compass it round or use it as a retreat or bow or 
prostrate themselves (therein in prayer)” (Surah Al Baqara 3:125). Going to the city of 
Makkah then has more to do with following the traditions and teachings of Prophet 
Ibrahim PBUH and is a testimony to his greatness. Here is some more information 
about the Kaaba:  

 
 

 Sometime after the time of Prophet Ibrahim PBUH, the Kaaba was filled with 
idols during the time of the Prophet PBUH so Muslims did not face towards it and 
prayed facing towards Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem 

 Muslims later faced towards Makkah when the idols had been removed and a 
command was given in the Quran for the change of direction (Surah Al Baqara: 
2:144) 

 The Kaaba had been burnt and damaged a number of times so it was completely 
demolished and rebuilt on different foundations (the original Kaaba was larger 
with two doors and a window like a house) 

 Early Muslim scientists drew maps of the world upside down but still Muslims 
managed to face the same direction until today so it is a form of unity (in the 
centre of the world) 

 Pilgrims circle around the Kaaba in one direction as a form of unity.  

 Every year groups of people stand on top of the Kaaba and change the black 
cloth covering it and that is not something that people normally cannotndo with 
idols.  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/05/09/q20-what-is-the-kaaba-and-why-do-muslims-worship-it/
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 People can enter the Kaaba and pray inside it -although this is done very rarely 
with certain visitors only. You can get an idea of what it looks like from the inside 
from here28 

 On one corner of the Kaaba, there is the "black stone". The story of the black 
stone also relates to the construction of the Kaaba and when Prophet Ibrahim 
PBUH was given the stone by the angel Jibreel (Gabriel) to place at the corner of 
one of the pillars. 

 The stone itself is never mentioned as being “holy” and there is a narration of 
Omar, a companion of the Prophet PBUH who mentioned that he knows that the 
stone has no benefit and the only reason why he was kissing it was because he 
saw the Prophet PBUH doing so. The stone also has no “special powers” and 
does not absorb /take away people’s sins as only Allah (God) forgives sins God 
forgives sins in the end. Having said that, the more people visit religious site such 
as the Prophet’s Mosque in Medina and /or go to the black stone, the better it is 
for them. This however is not essential and there is definitely no benefit if they 
push /fight other people to reach it. 

 The stone has no bearing on the acceptance of the Hajj /Pilgrimage but it has a 
practical usage as it marks where the pilgrims start circling around the Kaaba 
(Tawaf) and where they finish so it is used a reference point /marker when 
people point at it in a somewhat similar way to how people might mark the start 
and end points on a race track. As for it changing colour; it is mentioned that it 
turned black due to people’s sins. However, stones generally change colour for 
various reasons and people are still finding other factors that can change the 
colours of stones. For example, as stones get older, they get darker and they can 
get darker due to rain. There are also other factors that affect stones such as 
radiation, sound vibrations, smoke from factories and air /water pollution. As for 
its shape; there is nothing much mentioned about it and it is hard to say as it is in 
a metal case. Having caught glimpses of the stone, it looks like the shape of any 
other ordinary stone and does not have any special shape, looking like a round 
/oval shape.  

 Historically, there was a time in the 9th /10th century where a group of people 
called “Qaramita” stole the black stone and took it to Bahrain (“Bahrain” means 
“two seas” and historically it covered a larger area between two seas, mostly 
covering the East Coast of Saudi Arabia; in some narrations they took it near the 
city of Al Ahsa in Saudi Arabia). The stone remained there for about 22 years 
before it was finally returned. However, it had been smashed into pieces so that it 
is why the black stone is in a metal case now. Throughout this time, there was 
nothing to say that there was no Hajj /Pilgrimage and /or that pilgrims did not 
have their sins forgiven because of the absence of the black stone. You can find 
out more about the black stone from here29 and from here30. 

                                                             
28 https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=2IiC0MSScGY  
29 https://¬islamqa.info/en/45643   
30 https://¬islamqa.info/en/1902  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=2IiC0MSScGY
https://¬islamqa.info/en/45643
https://¬islamqa.info/en/1902
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 I have not come across any specific reason for why the Prophet PBUH kissed the 
black stone rather than (for example) touch it with the palm of his hand. Perhaps 
doing this obliges people to keep track of how many rounds they have completed 
in a simple way (not every pilgrim has limbs) as they need to stop at the corner 
and maybe kissing the stone reminds them of the story of Prophet Ibrahim PBUH 
and paradise, which they are aspiring for. What is important however is that 
people realise that the Black Stone has no “special powers”, it can neither harm 
nor benefit and it is not worshipped at all, which was mentioned earlier.  

 You can find out more about the Kaaba, its history and significance from this free 
e-book, Kaaba Unknown, by Sheikh Waleed Basyouni, which you can download 
from here31 

 

 
 

  

                                                             
31 https://ebook.almaghrib.live/kabahinter-

wb816?inf_contact_key=94aca421539757031c059918889ee46ed5ab65f714f46e2ed981dc6b5305bf29 

https://ebook.almaghrib.live/kabahinter-wb816?inf_contact_key=94aca421539757031c059918889ee46ed5ab65f714f46e2ed981dc6b5305bf29
https://ebook.almaghrib.live/kabahinter-wb816?inf_contact_key=94aca421539757031c059918889ee46ed5ab65f714f46e2ed981dc6b5305bf29
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Q22: Why is Jerusalem important to Muslims and why is there conflict there today? 
 
 
This question requires a very long and detailed explanation. I will try to mention a few 
points here but as always please feel free to do your own background reading and 
double check things rather than simply taking my word for everything. 

Firstly, Jerusalem is important to people of the Abrahamic Faiths (Muslims, Christians 
and Jews), who are known to Muslims as “Ahl Al Kitab” (People of the Book) as they 
share many similar beliefs in terms of prophets and religious doctrines. Among these is 
the belief in in Prophet Abraham /Ibrahim PBUH who is buried in Hebron, which is 
known to Arabs as “Al Khalil” (a reference to Prophet Ibrahim PBUH who is also known 
as “Al Khalil” as he was one of the greatest prophets). Many other prophets are buried 
in the region. 

There are other reasons why the region is specifically important to Muslims. For 
example, the Prophet PBUH went on a night journey from Makkah to Jerusalem and 
then went up to the heavens where he met the other prophets and lead them in prayer. 
This was known as the journey of “Isra Wa Al Miraj”. You can read more about it from 
here32. 
 
The Prophet PBUH also went to the Al Aqsa Mosque and the area around it has been 
blessed. In the Quran it is mentioned at the start of Surah Al Isra: “Exalted is He who 
took His Servant by night from al-Masjid al-Haram to al-Masjid al- Aqsa, whose 
surroundings We have blessed, to show him of Our signs. Indeed, He is the Hearing, 
the Seeing.” 

Nowadays, Muslims turn towards Makkah when they pray but previously, they used to 
pray towards the Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. The Al Aqsa Mosque is also the third 
holiest mosque in Islam. Therefore, the land has great religious significance to Muslims. 

Jerusalem came under Muslim rule during the time of the second Caliph, Omar, who 
was a companion of the Prophet PBUH and the region remained under Muslim rule for 
over a thousand years, except for some time in between during the Crusades. This was 
done during the time of the Muslim leader, Salahuddin Al Ayyubi. Interestingly, he has 
been depicted in the movie “Kingdom of Heaven” by director Ridley Scott, who showed 
him in a positive light. 

Secondly, it is no secret that there have been ongoing conflicts in the region for many 
years –since 1948. To fully understand the reasons behind a conflict, it is useful to look 
at the roots of the conflict and how it started. 

                                                             
32 https://www.muslim-library.com/dl/books/English-Al-Israa-and-Al-Miraj.pdf 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/09/04/q22-why-is-jerusalem-important-to-muslims-and-why-is-there-conflict-there-today/
https://www.muslim-library.com/dl/books/English-Al-Israa-and-Al-Miraj.pdf
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Although there have been conflicts between Muslims and Jews, as a whole, they have 
had a very close relationship with each other. As an example: Jews went to Muslims to 
ask them for help while they were facing difficulties by the Vandals so Muslims gained 
control over the area of Al Andalus /Andalucia (now Spain) and ruled the region from 
711 until 1492. There lived and worked closely together and there is even a statue of 12 
lions inside the famous Alhambra Palace in Granada, Spain, which was gifted to the 
Muslims by the Jewish community who were pleased with how the Muslims treated 
them. You can find out more from my YouTube Channel such as from here33. 

 
There are also many examples of Muslims who helped to protect Jews during the 
Second World War such as Si Kadour Ben Ghabrit, who was the Imam (person who 
leads the prayer) at the Paris Mosque. He helped hide Jews inside the mosque and 
even gave them fake identities as Muslims to help protect them. You can find out more 
about the role of Muslims in the World Wars from my video here34.   
Jerusalem remained under Muslim rule for over a thousand years and there were no 
proposals or discussion for building a Jewish homeland there (many Jews already lived 
there and even today there are Jewish Quarters in Morocco and Tunisia). The idea of 
having a Jewish homeland was first proposed by Theodor Hertzl, an Austrian Jew who 
lived in the 19th Century and wrote his book “The Jewish State”, which you can see from 
here35. He proposed that there should be a Jewish home either in Palestine or in 
Argentina and later also proposed that there should be a Jewish home in Uganda. Also, 
in the 1930s, Hefter produced the map below: 

                                                             
33 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ulmvr0DLQD4  
34 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_67QH4EAkv8&index=3&list=PLYw2uXX1aprcAFAtHVd4A64hPXKK
0764q  
35 http://www.mideastweb.org/jewishstate.pdf 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ulmvr0DLQD4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_67QH4EAkv8&index=3&list=PLYw2uXX1aprcAFAtHVd4A64hPXKK0764q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_67QH4EAkv8&index=3&list=PLYw2uXX1aprcAFAtHVd4A64hPXKK0764q
http://www.mideastweb.org/jewishstate.pdf


   
 

 
 49 

 

Hefter proposed up to 10 places where there should be a Jewish home including 
Alaska, Libya, Guyana, Brazil, Siberia, Northern India, Australia and more. There was 
no mention here of any religious obligation to return to a specific home. In 1917 during 
the colonial period, the British Arthur Balfour wrote the Balfour Declaration and 
promised them a home. You can read more from here36. These proposals were 
originally rejected but were put into practice after the Second World War after many 
Jews and others had suffered. This was done despite many people’s strong objections, 
including many Arabs and Muslims. There is a lot to be said about what has happened 
since the events of 1948. 

In a somewhat similar way to how Muslims hate the idea of terrorism being associated 
with Islam, here are Jews who hate the idea of Zionism being associated with Judaism. 
For example, there are Jews who have spoken out against the current conflicts such as 
Dr Normal Finklestein, a Jewish professor of Middle Eastern Politics and Eran Efrati, a 
former IDF Officer. You can see some of their work and better understand some of the 
things that are happening such as from here37 and here38. 

 

                                                             
36 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/balfour-declaration-read-full-text-israel-jewish-

homeland-palestine-arthur-james-balfour-lord-a8033556.html 
37 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ODa_kLVzD20 
38 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93hqlmrZKd8 

 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/balfour-declaration-read-full-text-israel-jewish-homeland-palestine-arthur-james-balfour-lord-a8033556.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/balfour-declaration-read-full-text-israel-jewish-homeland-palestine-arthur-james-balfour-lord-a8033556.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ODa_kLVzD20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93hqlmrZKd8
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There have been others who have objected to the events taking place such as former 
US Marine, Ken O’Keefe, who renounced his US Citizenship and Irish politician, George 
Galloway. You can see some of the talks by Ken O’Keefe from here39. 

 
Many celebrities have also spoken out against the current conflicts such as footballer 
Christiano Ronaldo, writer JK Rowling (author of Harry Potter), singer Roger Waters 
and comedian Russell Brand. You can see an example of a speech by Roger Waters 
from here40: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

                                                             
39 https://www.youtube.com/user/1worldcitizen 
40 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTFb7xxtdJI 

https://www.youtube.com/user/1worldcitizen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTFb7xxtdJI
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Q23: Why do Muslims reject the theory of evolution? 
 
Firstly, I would like to clarify that I am not a scientist so as always, please feel free to do 
your own background reading on the topic. There are many people who have critiqued 
Darwin’s theories and you can see some examples of books written on this topic from 
here: 

Darwin on Trial (from here41)  
Evolution: Still a Theory in Crisis (from here42)  
Evolution 2.0: Breaking the Deadlock between Darwin and Design (from here43)  
I will however try to mention a few things here to think about: 

Ironically, a lot of early work regarding what would later become the theory of evolution 
was done by a Medieval Muslim scientist, Ibn Khaldun, who was from what is now 
Tunisia and he was famous for being one of the early sociologists. In his book, Al 
Muqaddima, he suggests that plants changed based on their environment and humans 
are similar to animals but are more advanced than them as they have the ability to 
reason. This is different from Darwin’s theory as Darwin suggested that humans directly 
evolved from animals. 

From a religious point of view, British scientist, Charles Darwin first published his book, 
“The Origin of Species” in the 19th Century where he first presented his theory of 
evolution and he described how animals evolved from primitive creatures. Also, he 
released a second book, “The Descent of Man” and was criticized because he 
suggested that humans were descended from apes, which contradicts the concept of 
creation. This is something that many people from different religions would reject even 
today. 

From a scientific point of view, one of the problems with Darwin’s theory of evolution is 
the absence of bones that are half human, half ape. In 1912, an archaeologist, Charles 
Dawson, discovered the “Piltdown Man” skull, which seemed to be the skull of a 
creature that was half human, half ape as the top half was like that of a human and the 

                                                             
41 https://www.amazon.com/Darwin-Trial-Phillip-Johnson/dp/0830838317 
42 https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-Theory-Crisis-Michael-

Denton/dp/1936599325/ref=pd_cp_14_2/144-7907358-
5567966?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1936599325&pd_rd_r=126eb472-bca9-11e8-90fb-
9babd353c434&pd_rd_w=ioqWj&pd_rd_wg=446sQ&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-
sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=3f5155f5-5438-4fc3-ab83-
bf013cfc8883&pf_rd_r=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-
sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35 
43 https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-2-0-Breaking-Deadlock-

Between/dp/1944648755/ref=pd_sbs_14_4?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1944648755&pd_rd_r=47f69f71-
bca9-11e8-b5ac-e1a879402945&pd_rd_w=YwgZv&pd_rd_wg=KrY3e&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-
sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=53dead45-2b3d-4b73-bafb-
fe26a7f14aac&pf_rd_r=B3S604WTT54T1219R7TX&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-
sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=B3S604WTT54T1219R7TX 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/09/23/q23-why-do-muslims-reject-the-theory-of-evolution/
https://www.amazon.com/Darwin-Trial-Phillip-Johnson/dp/0830838317
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-Theory-Crisis-Michael-Denton/dp/1936599325/ref=pd_cp_14_2/144-7907358-5567966?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1936599325&pd_rd_r=126eb472-bca9-11e8-90fb-9babd353c434&pd_rd_w=ioqWj&pd_rd_wg=446sQ&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=3f5155f5-5438-4fc3-ab83-bf013cfc8883&pf_rd_r=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-Theory-Crisis-Michael-Denton/dp/1936599325/ref=pd_cp_14_2/144-7907358-5567966?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1936599325&pd_rd_r=126eb472-bca9-11e8-90fb-9babd353c434&pd_rd_w=ioqWj&pd_rd_wg=446sQ&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=3f5155f5-5438-4fc3-ab83-bf013cfc8883&pf_rd_r=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-Theory-Crisis-Michael-Denton/dp/1936599325/ref=pd_cp_14_2/144-7907358-5567966?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1936599325&pd_rd_r=126eb472-bca9-11e8-90fb-9babd353c434&pd_rd_w=ioqWj&pd_rd_wg=446sQ&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=3f5155f5-5438-4fc3-ab83-bf013cfc8883&pf_rd_r=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-Theory-Crisis-Michael-Denton/dp/1936599325/ref=pd_cp_14_2/144-7907358-5567966?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1936599325&pd_rd_r=126eb472-bca9-11e8-90fb-9babd353c434&pd_rd_w=ioqWj&pd_rd_wg=446sQ&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=3f5155f5-5438-4fc3-ab83-bf013cfc8883&pf_rd_r=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-Theory-Crisis-Michael-Denton/dp/1936599325/ref=pd_cp_14_2/144-7907358-5567966?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1936599325&pd_rd_r=126eb472-bca9-11e8-90fb-9babd353c434&pd_rd_w=ioqWj&pd_rd_wg=446sQ&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=3f5155f5-5438-4fc3-ab83-bf013cfc8883&pf_rd_r=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-Theory-Crisis-Michael-Denton/dp/1936599325/ref=pd_cp_14_2/144-7907358-5567966?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1936599325&pd_rd_r=126eb472-bca9-11e8-90fb-9babd353c434&pd_rd_w=ioqWj&pd_rd_wg=446sQ&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=3f5155f5-5438-4fc3-ab83-bf013cfc8883&pf_rd_r=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-Theory-Crisis-Michael-Denton/dp/1936599325/ref=pd_cp_14_2/144-7907358-5567966?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1936599325&pd_rd_r=126eb472-bca9-11e8-90fb-9babd353c434&pd_rd_w=ioqWj&pd_rd_wg=446sQ&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=3f5155f5-5438-4fc3-ab83-bf013cfc8883&pf_rd_r=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=TSACCNKD6WRMMGKE8H35
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-2-0-Breaking-Deadlock-Between/dp/1944648755/ref=pd_sbs_14_4?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1944648755&pd_rd_r=47f69f71-bca9-11e8-b5ac-e1a879402945&pd_rd_w=YwgZv&pd_rd_wg=KrY3e&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=53dead45-2b3d-4b73-bafb-fe26a7f14aac&pf_rd_r=B3S604WTT54T1219R7TX&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=B3S604WTT54T1219R7TX
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-2-0-Breaking-Deadlock-Between/dp/1944648755/ref=pd_sbs_14_4?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1944648755&pd_rd_r=47f69f71-bca9-11e8-b5ac-e1a879402945&pd_rd_w=YwgZv&pd_rd_wg=KrY3e&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=53dead45-2b3d-4b73-bafb-fe26a7f14aac&pf_rd_r=B3S604WTT54T1219R7TX&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=B3S604WTT54T1219R7TX
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-2-0-Breaking-Deadlock-Between/dp/1944648755/ref=pd_sbs_14_4?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1944648755&pd_rd_r=47f69f71-bca9-11e8-b5ac-e1a879402945&pd_rd_w=YwgZv&pd_rd_wg=KrY3e&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=53dead45-2b3d-4b73-bafb-fe26a7f14aac&pf_rd_r=B3S604WTT54T1219R7TX&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=B3S604WTT54T1219R7TX
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-2-0-Breaking-Deadlock-Between/dp/1944648755/ref=pd_sbs_14_4?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1944648755&pd_rd_r=47f69f71-bca9-11e8-b5ac-e1a879402945&pd_rd_w=YwgZv&pd_rd_wg=KrY3e&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=53dead45-2b3d-4b73-bafb-fe26a7f14aac&pf_rd_r=B3S604WTT54T1219R7TX&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=B3S604WTT54T1219R7TX
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-2-0-Breaking-Deadlock-Between/dp/1944648755/ref=pd_sbs_14_4?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1944648755&pd_rd_r=47f69f71-bca9-11e8-b5ac-e1a879402945&pd_rd_w=YwgZv&pd_rd_wg=KrY3e&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=53dead45-2b3d-4b73-bafb-fe26a7f14aac&pf_rd_r=B3S604WTT54T1219R7TX&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=B3S604WTT54T1219R7TX
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-2-0-Breaking-Deadlock-Between/dp/1944648755/ref=pd_sbs_14_4?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1944648755&pd_rd_r=47f69f71-bca9-11e8-b5ac-e1a879402945&pd_rd_w=YwgZv&pd_rd_wg=KrY3e&pf_rd_i=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_p=53dead45-2b3d-4b73-bafb-fe26a7f14aac&pf_rd_r=B3S604WTT54T1219R7TX&pf_rd_s=desktop-dp-sims&pf_rd_t=40701&psc=1&refRID=B3S604WTT54T1219R7TX
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bottom half was like that of an ape. Scientists at the time used this as evidence for 
many years to support the theory of evolution until in 1953 (41 years later), they found 
out that “Piltdown Man” was actually a forgery and was fake. 

Part of the evidence to support the theory of evolution is the presence of bones that 
appear to be from more “primitive creatures”. Scientists did in fact find people who had 
different body forms and their skeletons resembled those. These belonged to the Pigmy 
tribes of Congo in West Africa. 
 
Many African Pigmies were taken to Europe where they were put on display in “Human 
Zoos” where people could go and see Black African people in a somewhat similar way 
to how people might go to visit zoos today to see strange and unusual animals. 
Scientists however used these places as a way of justifying the theory of evolution and 
to show the superiority of the white man over all other races. Such public “Human Zoos” 
continued in Europe until as recent as 1960. You can find out more about this such as 
from here44.   
 
In more recent times, James Watson, an American molecular biologist and Nobel Prize 
winner, made comments in 2007 claiming that black people were less intelligent than 
white people, which angered many people. Despite this, former BBC journalist, Rageh 
Omar made a documentary where he challenges this idea and whether there really was 
any link between race and intelligence. You can find out more from here45.  
 
From a moral point of view, Darwin’s theory inspired other theories such as by his 
cousin, Francis Galton. Galton was able to publish a book in the late 19th Century which 
was influenced by Darwin’s ideas such as the ideas of conflict /competition between 
animals for “survival of the fittest”. This was the theory of “Eugenics /Social Darwinism”. 
Galton described it as: “the study of the Agencies under social control, that improve or 
impair the racial qualities of future generations either physically or mentally”. 

Eugenics /Social Darwinism was applied practically during the early 20th Century in the 
US, especially in California, whereby various policies were introduced such as certain 
people being forcefully sterilized, not being allowed to marry /mix with certain races, not 
giving required attention to certain patients, euthanasia and more. This was done in 
order to improve the “natural selection” and to improve future generations. This 
continued for a while and the Rockefeller Foundation in the US later helped to fund the 
more famous Nazi Eugenics during World War II where people who were seen as 
inferior such as Roma people, people with disabilities and Jews were killed in order to 
build a superior human race. You can find out more from here46  
  

                                                             
44 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjU3Bob8IFA 
45 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5JLH9OKMnbU 
46 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Abi8MEz7zU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjU3Bob8IFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5JLH9OKMnbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Abi8MEz7zU
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Q24: How does Islam protect the rights of animals? 
 
 
Some people might think that animals do not have many rights in Islam, perhaps 
because of animals that are slaughtered on the Muslim festival of Eid Al Adha, that they 
eat meat and that they do not generally do not keep dogs in their homes, unlike many 
people in Western countries. On the contrary, there are many things that illustrate that 
this is not entirely true. Here are some things to think about: 

  

There is a narration of the Prophet PBUH about a woman who entered the hellfire 
because she did not treat a cat well: “A woman entered Hell because of a cat which she 
tied up and did not feed, or let it loose to eat of the vermin of the earth, until it died.” 
(Sahih Al Bukhari, Vol. 5, Book 37, Hadith 4256). 

  

In contrast, there is reward for caring for animals. An example is a narration of the 
Prophet PBUH: “Once a dog was going round the well and was about to die out of thirst. 
A prostitute of Banu Israel happened to see it. So she took off her leather sock and 
lowered it into the well. She drew out some water and gave the dog to drink. She was 
forgiven on account of her action”. (Sahih Al Bukhari, Book 1, Hadith 126). 

  

Ironically, until recently, many of the countries that advocate animal rights and are proud 
of not having any animal testing at all have performed human testing such as by using 
Black Africans for the advancement of medical science. They even had “Human Zoos”, 
which continued in Europe until about 1960. You can find out more from here. 47 
  

Even today, many Europeans go to various countries in Africa such as South Africa for 
game /trophy hunting whereby they hunt for and kill various animals for entertainment. 
This also exists in popular culture such as in the children’s cartoon, Bugs Bunny 
whereby there is a hunter, Elmer Fudd, who hunts and kills animals for fun. Likewise, 
there is a famous Belgian comic, Tintin, which is based around politics. In one particular 
comic, Tintin in the Congo, he goes to Congo to enjoy himself by hunting and killing 
animals, which was a reflection of the politics of the time. It was banned for many years 
and the author was criticised for showing racism. 

                                                             
47 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjU3Bob8IFA  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/11/07/how-does-islam-protect-the-rights-of-animals/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjU3Bob8IFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjU3Bob8IFA
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In more recent times there have been other examples of activities that involve animals, 
which have resulted in many debates and protests from animal right groups such as fox 
hunting in the UK and bullfighting in Spain. Many people still go to countries such as 
South Africa for “game” hunting  

  

Although Muslims slaughter cattle on Eid Al Adha and /or hunt for animals including 
fishing, there is an ultimate aim of eating the meat and /or giving the meat to the poor 
and needy. People from other religions also eat on their celebrations such as by eating 
a Turkey on American Thanksgiving Day and Christmas in the UK. For further details, 
click here48. 
  

Muslims generally do not keep dogs in their homes as pets but can use them for other 
things such as on farms, searching for drugs and /or as guide dogs. However, Islam is 
not entirely against the idea of people keeping pets. You can find out more from here. 49 
  

In fact, one of the companions of the Prophet PBUH who is one of the greatest 
narrators of the Hadith or his sayings was “Abdul Rahman ibn Sakhr Al Dowsi” who is 
more famously known as “Abu Huraira”. This literally means “Father of Cats” as it is said 
that he liked cats. 

  

There are however occasions when animals have been instructed to be killed as the 
Prophet PBUH advised: “There are five animals all of which are vermin, and may killed 
outside and inside the sanctuary: Vicious dogs, crows, kites, scorpions and mice.” 
(Sunan an-Nasa’i 2887). This is because of the harm that they can cause. 

  

Another example is the case of snakes: “Ibn `Omar used to kill snakes, but afterwards 
he forbade their killing and said, “Once the Prophet PBUH pulled down a wall and saw a 
cast-off skin of a snake in it. He said, ‘Look for the snake. ‘They found it and the Prophet 
PBUH said, “Kill it.” For this reason, I used to kill snakes. Later on I met Abu Lubaba 
who told me the Prophet PBUH said, ‘Do not kill snakes except the short-tailed or 

                                                             
48 https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/06/03/q16-slaughtering-on-celebrations/  
49 https://islamqa.info/en/answers/124154/ruling-on-keeping-pets  
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https://islamqa.info/en/answers/124154/ruling-on-keeping-pets
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mutilated-tailed snake with two white lines on its back, for it causes abortion and makes 
one blind. So kill it.” (Sahih al-Bukhari 3310, 3311). 

  

Interestingly, there are people who keep many pets in Western countries such as large 
dogs and even snakes as pets. There have also been cases of dogs attacking people 
such as young children. 
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Q25: Why do Muslims depend on Western countries for refuge and to solve their 
problems rather than helping each other? 
 
 
Many people seem to think that only Western countries are doing anything about 
refugee crises around the world while Arab and Muslim countries do little or nothing to 
resolve the problems and /or take up any responsibility for them. However, here are 
some things to think about: 

1. Firstly, people do not like to be driven out of their home lands against their will and 
have been forced to start a new life elsewhere. 

2. The conditions in the home countries of refugees are too dangerous /difficult to live 
in. 

3. Not too long ago, many Muslims and Muslim countries supported European 
refugees such as during World War 2. For example, Sidi Kadour bin Ghabrit who led 
the prayer at the Paris Mosque in France helped to protect many Jews and gave 
them Muslim identities; Khalid Abdul Wahhab helped to protect Jews in Tunisia; 
many Jews took refuge in Albania, which is a Muslim country and more. You can 
see some more examples from here50. 

4. Likewise, during the Spanish Inquisition when Spain came under the control of 
Christians, many Muslims and Jews were expelled from the country. Many Muslims 
helped to protect Jews who took refuge in Muslim countries and even today you can 
find Jewish Quarters in Morocco and Tunisia. 

5. According to some reports, some of the countries that host the most refugees 
nowadays are actually poorer countries and not Western European countries. You 
can read more about this from here51. You can also see a map from here52. 

6. If you look at the maps, you will notice that the bulk of the refugees who are fleeing 
from countries with conflicts move to the nearest neighbouring countries. According 
to the above links, the UK has about 2 refugees per 1,000 inhabitants whereas 
Lebanon has 209! 

7. Refugees in Europe like in other countries are required to take what is available. 
This could include homes that many locals would not be willing to live in, take jobs 
that common people would not like to take and they are obliged to follow rules. 

8. Rather than talking about refugees and what they should be doing, it helps to listen 
to their stories and what they have to say. Having worked closely with many 
refugees and heard their stories first hand, I have come across refugees who have 
been beaten, tortured, electrocuted, injured, been separated from their families, 
witnessed their families being killed in front of them /die in their arms, suffered 
depression, heard voices of the torturers in their heads, attempted suicide and more. 
If people have been through so much and are struggling to survive, how is it 
possible to blame them and accuse them of “invading” countries such as the UK? 

                                                             
50 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_67QH4EAkv8  
51 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_refugee_population  
52 https://www.unhcr.org/news/videos/2017/2/58b3f4714/which-countries-host-the-most-refugeesquest.html  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_67QH4EAkv8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_refugee_population
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_refugee_population
https://www.unhcr.org/news/videos/2017/2/58b3f4714/which-countries-host-the-most-refugeesquest.html
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9. Ironically, many of the problems that currently exist in the Middle East and in the 
Muslim World originate because of many Western countries. Here are a few 
examples: 

1. Former UK Foreign Secretary Jack Straw explains how the colonial powers 
created many problems around the world today such as between the borders of 
India and Pakistan. You can read some of his comments from here53. 

2. A CNN report describes how the CIA was involved in a coup in Iran in 1953, which 
led to the overthrow of the government. You can watch the report from here54. 

3. Former UK politician Robin Cook gave a speech about why he disagreed with the 
UK’s decision to go to war in Iraq and how the UK government supplied them with 
weapons for many years, which is why he resigned. You can watch his speech 
from here55. 

4. Former US presidential candidate Hilary Clinton explains how the US created the 
problems in Afghanistan and left the people there to deal with the problems later. 
You can watch her explain this from here56. 

  

 
  

                                                             
53 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1413237/Straw-blames-crises-on-Britains-colonial-past.html  
54 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQFgmVgHCpU  
55 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9CqiiI2Irg  
56https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2CE0fyz4ys  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQFgmVgHCpU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9CqiiI2Irg
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Q26: Why are Muslims so dishonest and why do they keep cheating? 
 
 
There is no doubt that Muslims are not perfect and that there are Muslims who cheat 
and do dishonest things. However, it is important to keep in mind that there is good and 
bad in every society and there is always a difference between what the religion teaches 
and what the followers of the religion actually do. For example: 

 There have been many child abuses cases by Christian Priests over the years but 
that does not mean that Christianity promotes child abuse. You can find out more 
from here57. So why is it that when some Muslim Imams (Muslims who lead prayer) 
commit crimes, people suggest that this has something to do with Islam and not 
blame the individuals committing the crimes? 

 There have been some extreme rape cases in India such as in 2017 by an Indian 
Guru, Ram Rahim Singh, which you can read about from here58. Another example in 
2018 was the case of Asifa Bano, an 8-year-old Muslim Kashmiri girl who was raped 
inside a Hindu temple. You can read her story from here59. This does not mean 
however that all Hindus are evil. 

 
There are many other examples such as: 

 In the UK, there is racism at the workplace and differences in pay based on people 
of ethnic minorities at universities. You can read more from here60. 

 There have been many cases of corporate fraud such as with WorldCom in the US. 
There is story about this here61. 

 There have been many cases of harassment at work (an example of a high profile 
case in the US was of Harvey Weinstein). You can find out more from here62. 

 
Again, none of the above-mentioned events are reflections of the religions’ teachings. 

Many problems occur due to negative media coverage and portrayals. For example, 
Arabs and Muslims are often portrayed in many Hollywood movies as being religiously 
motivated criminals who do not respect people from other religions and try to force 
Islam onto others. While this might sound trivial, these images subconsciously condition 
people to see Arabs and Muslims as evil. These issues are explained in a documentary 
that is based on a book, Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Villifies a People by Dr Jack 
Shaheen who has analysed more than a 1,000 movies and Arab and Muslim portrayals 
in them. He goes on to explain how these negative images indirectly cause people to 

                                                             
57 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/sep/25/report-details-sexual-abuse-german-catholic-church  
58https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-41070764  
59 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-43722714  
60 https://www.bbc.com/news/education-46473269  
61 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/2068865.stm  
62 https://www.bbc.com/news/business-43866590  
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https://www.bbc.com/news/business-43866590


   
 

 
 59 

see Arabs and Muslims as evil so when images such as of Iraqis being tortured by white 
Americans, they do not affect people the way that they should because all too often, 
people are used to seeing Arabs as evil. You can watch the documentary from here63. 
On the opposite extreme, Buddhists are often portrayed as being very peaceful and 
non-violent, often meditating and living peaceful and simple lives in the mountains. 
While I am sure that many of them are in fact peaceful, not all of them are. However, as 
many people do not often see this side to them, they are reluctant to believe that 
Buddhist Monks can carry guns and be just as violent as poor followers of any religion. 
Therefore, there is little or no coverage of the mass killings of Muslims by Buddhist 
Monks such as in Burma. You can find out more from here64. According to some 
reports, the Rohingya people of Burma are the most persecuted minority in the 
world. Here65 is some more information on them. 
 
It is somewhat similar with the case of China’s treatment of Uighur Muslims who have 
been put in internment camps where they have been beaten, tortured and even forced 
to renounce Islam. You can find out more from here66. 
 
Apart from not many people knowing and /or discussing these camps, if you look at 
many people’s comments, you can see that many people are praising China’s efforts 
and treatment of Muslims. Scroll down to read people’s comments from here67. 
Muslims are not perfect, but Muslims still make great contributions to society and there 
have been many examples from all walks of life. Some examples include: 

 The most common name for UK doctors as of 2014 is Dr Khan, which is a common 
surname for Muslims from the Indian subcontinent, as well as Dr Ahmed, Dr Ali and 
Dr Patel, although there are also Hindus with the name Patel. You can find out more 
from here68. 

 Hanan Al Hroub won the Global Teacher’s Award in 2016. You can find out more 
from here69. 

 Haroon Mota, a British Indian, won a Good Citizen Award in 2018 and does many 
activities for Penny Appeal. You can read about him and his charity here70. 

 You can see more examples from my videos about “Muslim Communities” from 
here, which includes information about Islam in the UK, Australia, France, South 
East Asia, China and other places. Watch my videos here71. 

                                                             
63 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIXOdCOrgG4  
64 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/rohingya-muslims-burma-villages-trapped-mobs-kill-them-all-
myanmar-ethnic-cleansing-a7952511.html  
65 https://www.businessinsider.com/rohingya-crisis-conflict-explained-myanmar-what-you-need-to-know-2017-9  
66 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/china-uighur-muslim-internment-re-education-camps-
detention-xinjiang-a8586811.html  
67 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qmvyjwLxC5I&feature=youtu.be  
68 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2738067/Dr-Khan-likely-Asian-surname-common-doctors-Patel-
second.html  
69 https://www.globalteacherprize.org/winners/hanan-al-hroub  
70 https://pennyappeal.org/news/haroon-good-citizen-coventry  
71 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RmFWGOTMT0  
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If you would like to see what a good follower of Islam is like, perhaps it would be useful 
to read about the Prophet PBUH who was the best ever follower of the religion. You can 
read his biography here72. Here73 are some very positive comments about the Prophet 
PBUH by non-Muslims. 
 
 
 
 

  

                                                             
72 https://www.kalamullah.com/Books/Ar-Raheeq%20Al-Makhtum.pdf  
73 http://www.gainpeace.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=63:what-non-muslim-scholars-
said-about-prophet-muhammed-peace-be-upon-him&catid=41&Itemid=105  
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Q27: Why are Muslims not patriotic towards the non-Muslim countries that they are 
living in? 
 
 
 
Some people seem to think that many Muslims are not patriotic towards non-Muslim 
countries that they are living in and /or are anti national. Part of the reason for this may 
be because many people think that Muslims seek refuge in Western countries that help 
them more than Muslim countries and /or because they do not work in various positions 
such as in the military or armed forces. In many ways however, this is a 
misunderstanding and I will try to explain why. 

 

Firstly, it is worth mentioning that there is a great misunderstanding about refugees in 
general. The majority of refugees tend to escape to neighbouring countries, they often 
take jobs and live in places that many other people are not willing to take and many of 
the conflicts that they are escaping from have their roots in problems created by the 
same Western countries that they are now seeking refuge in. I have attempted to look at 
this separately in another article that you can read from here74. 
In terms of military service, you will find that many of the recent wars that have taken 
place have been against Muslim countries such as Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya and Syria 
and they have not had clear justifications. For example, the war in Iraq was waged on 
false pretexts and that led to the resignation of British Member of Parliament, Robin 
Cook (you can see his speech here75) and many people protested against the war but 
still the war was waged and many innocent Iraqis suffered and continue to suffer until 
today. There have also been increased hate crimes against Muslims in general since 
the 9/11 attacks in the US 
 
 
It is interesting to note that in 1945, an American fighter pilot accidentally crashed a 
bomber into the Empire State Building in New York and causing 13 people to die. The 
place wreckage was found and the building reopened a few days later. In contrast, 19 
highjackers with minimal flight training flew two ordinary places into the World Trade 
Centre, also in New York and caused it to be reduced to rubble in only 3 hours, killing 
3,000 people and leaving no plane wreckage. How is that possible? Likewise, a 
skyscraper in Dubai caught fire in 2015 and burnt for several hours but did not collapse 
and nor did a poorly maintained residential building in Grenfell in London in 2017. You 

can watch a video of the 1945 crash here76 

                                                             
74 https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/12/03/q25-why-do-muslims-depend-on-western-countries-for-
refuge-and-to-solve-their-problems-rather-than-helping-each-other/  
75 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65ci6rZYVes  
76  
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If you just look not too far back into history, you will find that Muslims did in fact take 
part in wars on the sides of the non-Muslim countries that they were living in when there 
were more justified reasons for going to war. For example: 

 Thousands of Muslims from the Indian Subcontinent took part in the World Wars to 
defend the UK. Among them was Noor Inayat Khan, who was a very successful spy. 
You can find out more from my video here77. 

 Many Muslims worked closely with Hindus in their fight for independence in India. 
Among them was Tipu Sultan, who was also known as “The Tiger of Mysore” 

 Wang Zi Ping was a Chinese Muslim martial arts champion who taught Kung Fu, 
defeated many international fighters and also helped to defend China from foreign 
imperialism during the Boxer Rebellion in 1911. 

 Malcolm X was a peace activist and fought for the rights of African Americans during 
the Civil Rights movements of the 1960s in the US. 

 
 

Even today, you will find many Muslims living in non-Muslims who see themselves as 
just as any other Citizen of the country, making great contributions to the societies that 
they are living in. Here are a few examples: 

 Moin Younis, who has a rare medical condition does charity work and received the 
Pride of Britain Award 2017. You can watch his story here78. 

 Haroon Mota, a British Indian, has taken part in many charity events including 
running marathons and hiking up mountains and has also received a “Good Citizen 
Award”. You can find out more about him and his charity, Penny Appeal, 
from here79. 

 Abz Navsarka was the youngest winner of the Young Achiever of the Year Award in 
the UK as he started his business, Dessert Van, at the age of 12. You can watch his 
story from here80. 

 Ebtihaj Mohammed, an American Muslim, took part in fencing at the Olympic 
Games 

 Some of the most expensive and successful football players in the world are Muslim. 
Among them was Zinedine Zidane, Sami Khadira, Mesut Ozil and many others. 
About half of the French football team that won the Football World Cup in 2018 were 
Muslim. 

 APJ Abdul Kalam: former President and physicist who was one of the greatest 
scientists in India in recent times -he was also a Muslim. 

                                                             
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=5YLWh8Rbp7o 

 
77 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_67QH4EAkv8  
78 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cPgPv6OdVRg  
79 https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=516268738  
80 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CSpvXcb8GwU  
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There are also cases that make one question who is more patriotic. For example: 

 Boxing legend Mohammed Ali went to Iraq and personally met President Saddam 
Hussein to negotiate the release of 15 American hostages. Ironically, many people 
including many Americans were against him for doing that. You can watch a video 
about that from here81. 

 In the summer of 2017, there was a fire at the Grenfell Tower in London. Many 
Muslims were awake at that time as they were fasting during the month of Ramadan 
so they were among the first to alert the authorities and get help. You can read 
about this from here82. In complete contrast to this, in 2018, a video had been 
captured of people making a mockery of this by burning an effigy of the Grenfell 
Tower. They were arrested later. You can find out more from here83. 

 There was a mass shooting at a Jewish Synagogue in Pittsburgh in the US by a 
white non-Muslim. However, the Muslim community there helped to raise over 
$100,000 to support the victims of the crime. You can find out more from here84. 

 
  

 

 

  

                                                             
81 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sBLo2_hAYGU  
82 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/06/14/local-heroes-saved-lives-helped-residents-grenfell-tower-fire/  
83 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/grenfell-tower-bonfire-effigy-video-fire-burning-guy-fawkes-
november-5-a8619491.html  
84 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/pittsburgh-shooting-muslim-synagogue-victims-attack-
gunman-robert-bowers-death-toll-a8606501.html  
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Q28: Why is Islam so “strict”? 
 
Although there are people who are very respectful towards Islam and Muslims, there 
are some who think that there is little or no room for entertainment as Muslims are not 
allowed to participate in common social activities such as going out and drinking 
alcohol. However, if you look at things a bit more closely you can see that this is not 
strictly true and there are Muslims who have been successful in all walks of life without 
abandoning their religious principles. You can see many examples from here85. There 
are many ways in which Muslims have found alternative ways to enjoy themselves. I will 
give a few examples below. 
 
 
Firstly, it might surprise you to know that there is no concept of dedicating one’s life 
purely to praying and worship in Islam while cutting oneself off from the world. In a fairly 
long narration, there companions of the Prophet PBUH who came to visit him –one said 
that he prays all night every night, the second said that he fasts every day and the third 
said that he will not marry to which the Prophet PBUH replied: “Are you the people who 
said such and such things? By Allah, I fear Allah more than you do, and I am most 
obedient and dutiful among you to Him, but still I observe fast and break it; perform 
Salat and sleep at night and take wives. So whoever turns away from my Sunnah does 
not belong to me”. (Al Bukhari and Muslim) 

 

The Prophet PBUH also mentioned: “In this world, women and perfume have been 
made dear to me, and my comfort has been provided in prayer.” (Sunan Al Nisai 3939). 
Notice from this that the Prophet PBUH enjoyed things from this world but he never let it 
distract him from his main duties. He married and remained very loyal to his wives 
without having any such relationships outside marriage, which are very common in 
many parts of the world (for further details on this, please see my article “Why are 
Muslims not allowed to have boyfriends /girlfriends?”). 
Drinking alcohol is very popular in many parts of the world such as in the UK where they 
have a “pub culture”. Although Muslims do not drink alcohol, they are allowed to enjoy 
drinking other beverages such as tea or coffee, which have become internationally 
famous with brands such as “Starbucks”, “Costa Coffee” and “Coffee Republic”. 
However, coffee was introduced to the world by Muslims as it was discovered in 
Yemen. They have also had a great influence on cooking and cuisine as well such as by 
introducing Mughlai Cuisine (food from in the Indian Subcontinent), Turkish Delight, 
olives to Europe and other foods. You can see more examples from my video here86. 
Likewise, Muslims do not eat various foods such as pork. However, they have been 
successful at cooking and at preparing meals. For example, the winner of the 
Masterchef UK 2017 was Dr Saliha Mahmood-Ahmed, Nadiya Hussain won the Great 

                                                             
85 http://www.muslimheritage.com/  
86 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wu_SMRjJGG8&list=PLYw2uXX1aprebjwFq6GK-m7sLRlpE9dQA&index=2  
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British Bake Off 2015 and Shazia Khan was the runner up of Masterchef India in 2010. 
In more recent times, Abz Navsarka, a British Indian Muslim, started his business, 
Dessert Van, at the age of 12. He prepares his own desserts. You can find out more 
about him here87. 
 
Many people enjoy going out to watch football matches and drinking alcohol, which 
Muslims are not permitted to do. However, they can still enjoy watching the matches 
without this and some of the most successful football players in the world are Muslim 
such as Zenadine Zidane, Sami Khadira and Mesut Ozil. As Muslims are not permitted 
to drink alcohol, there is also less chance of them being involved in football hooliganism 
(there have been many such cases such as in the UK and there was even a case where 
football hooligans were banned from attending World Cup matches as explained in this 
article here88) 
 
Many people around the world enjoy practising martial arts and some martial arts 
include “spiritual” activities, such as kneeling to each other, which Muslims are not 
allowed to participate in. However, there have been many successful martial artists who 
were Muslim. In fact, one of the greatest martial artists in the world in recent times was 
Ma Xianda, who was a Chinese Muslim. Among his students was the internationally 
famous martial arts champion and actor, Jet Li. Another example was Wang Zi Ping 
who defeated many international fighters. You can find out more about them from my 
video here89. 
 
Many people also enjoy comedy and likewise there are also Muslims who have been 
successful comedians such as Preacher Moss (from the US), Guz Khan (from the UK), 
Dean Obeidullah (from the US), Zaid Ali (from Canada) and many others. 

  

                                                             
87 https://twitter.com/dessertvan?lang=en  
88 https://www.independent.co.uk/sport/football/world-cup/world-cup-2018-british-football-hooligans-ban-
russia-home-office-a8396826.html  
89 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yzxcl5Sh34M  
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Q29: Why are Muslims suffering if Islam is so good? 
 
This question can be asked about religions in general and is somewhat similar to asking 
“if God is good, then why does He allow bad things to happen?” or “where was God 
when I kept praying?” which some people who are not very religious /atheist might ask. I 
will try to examine this from an Islamic point of view. 

  

 Allah (God) has given us more blessings than we can ever count: 
ن ُڪل ِّ َما َسأَۡلتُُموهُ  ِّ ََل تُۡحُصوهَا   َۚوَءاتَٰٮكُم م ِّ واْ نِّۡعَمَت ٱَّلله َن لََظلُ  ۗ َوإِّن تَعُدُّ ـٰ نَس وم ٌ۬ َڪفهار ٌ۬  إِّنه ٱۡۡلِّ  

“And He gave you from all you asked of Him. And if you should count the favor of Allah, 
you could not enumerate them. Indeed, mankind is [generally] most unjust and 
ungrateful.” (Surah Ibrahim 14:34) 

  

If you think about it, there are more blessings than we can ever count such as our sight, 
the air we breathe, the food we eat, the shade that we can stand in and countless other 
blessings. Allah “owes” us nothing for any of our supplications and good deeds. That 
even applies to the Prophet PBUH as he said, “Be deliberate in worship, draw near to 
Allah, and give glad tidings. Verily, none of you will enter Paradise because of his deeds 
alone.” They said, “Not even you, O Messenger of Allah?” The Prophet said, “Not even 
me, unless Allah grants me mercy from himself. Know that the most beloved deed to 
Allah is that which is done regularly even if it is small.” (Ṣahị̄h ̣al-Bukhārī 6099, Ṣahị̄h ̣
Muslim 2818) 

  

 Allah is always aware of everything and always listens to supplications: 
يب   ى َعن ِّى َفإِّن ِّى قَرِّ بَادِّ يُب َدۡعَوةَ ٱلدهاعِّ إَِّذا َدَعانِّ  َۖوإِّذَا َسأَلََك عِّ يبُواْ  ۖ أُجِّ نُواْ بِّى لََعلهُهۡم يَۡرشُُدونَ  فَۡلَيۡستَجِّ لِّى َوۡليُۡؤمِّ  

“And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad], concerning Me – indeed I am near. I 
respond to the invocation of the supplicant when he calls upon Me. So let them respond 
to Me [by obedience] and believe in Me that they may be [rightly] guided.” (Surah Al 
Baqara 2:186) 

  

 Allah is aware of any difficulties or hardships that might befall anyone: 
 ِّ يبٍَة إَِّله بِّإِّۡذنِّ ٱَّلله صِّ ن مُّ ِّ يَۡہدِّ قَۡلبَهُ  َۗما  أََصاَب مِّ ۢن بِّٱَّلله ُ بِّكُل ِّ َشىۡ  ۚۥ  َوَمن يُۡؤمِّ ٍء َعلِّيم ٌ۬  َوٱَّلله  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2019/01/09/q30-why-are-muslims-suffering-if-islam-is-so-good/
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“No disaster strikes except by permission of Allah. And whoever believes in Allah – He 
will guide his heart. And Allah is Knowing of all things.” (Surah 64:11) 

  

 Allah did not really creative “evil” or “bad” as that is basically an absence of good. 
This is somewhat similar to what you might find in things such as physics. For 
example, there is no darkness but an absence of light and there is no cold but an 
absence of heat. 

  

 Whatever bad occurs is from people’s own wrongdoing: 
بَُڪم ـٰ يكُۡم َويَۡعفُواْ َعن َكثِّيٍرٌ۬  َوَما  أََص يبٍَةٌ۬ فَبَِّما َكَسبَۡت أَۡيدِّ صِّ ن مُّ م ِّ  

“And whatever strikes you of disaster – it is for what your hands have earned; but He 
pardons much.” (Surah Al Shura 42:30) 

  

There are too many examples of this. For example, Allah created trees and forests and 
people committed deforestation; Allah created natural resources such as oil and 
diamonds but people fight and kill each other over these; Allah gave wealth and people 
committed corporate fraud and theft; Allah created the earth clean but people have 
been destroying the ozone layer and polluted the environment and much more. 

  

 Not answering the prayers is a way of getting people to reflect on their own actions 
and for them to improve themselves. The Prophet PBUH explained, “Allah the 
Almighty is Good and accepts only that which is good. And verily Allah has 
commanded the believers to do that which He has commanded the Messengers. So 
the Almighty has said: “O (you) Messengers! Eat of the tayyibat [all kinds of halal 
(legal) foods], and perform righteous deeds.” [23:51] and the Almighty has said: “O 
you who believe! Eat of the lawful things that We have provided you.” [2:172]” Then 
he PBUH mentioned [the case] of a man who, having journeyed far, is disheveled 
and dusty, and who spreads out his hands to the sky saying “O Lord! O Lord!,” while 
his food is haram (unlawful), his drink is haram, his clothing is haram, and he has 
been nourished with haram, so how can [his supplication] be answered? (40 Hadith 
Nawawi, Hadith 10) 

  

 Sometimes things might occur, which would seem completely illogical to us at first 
but later we can see the wisdom behind the events. There are many examples but 
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here is one that was taken from the book, Muslims of the World: Portraits and 
Stories of Hope, Survival, Loss, and Love by Sajjad Shah (you can see it 
from here90): in 1955, a Syrian family wanted to go to the US due to the difficulties 
that they were facing and were told at the airport that the women could only travel if 
they took off their headscarves and had their photos taken. The youngest daughter 
refused and kept insisting on not removing her headscarf until finally they were 
allowed to travel without removing it. They all ended up missing their flight, which 
made the mother angry. At first sight, this seems like a very silly thing to do and that 
the young girl was simply very stubborn, letting her religion create problems. 
However, later when they finally joined the rest of the family in the US, they found 
out that the flight that they had missed had crashed and people were killed in the 
crash. Therefore, what might have seemed illogical at first turned out to be a 
blessing and they were saved. 

  

 It is all too easy for Allah to give us everything we want, whenever we want. One of 
the reasons for not doing that is to help us be thankful and appreciative of things. 
Allah explained: 

ُل  ن يُنَز ِّ كِّ ـٰ هِّۦ لَبَغَۡواْ فِّى ٱۡۡلَۡرضِّ َولَ بَادِّ ۡزَق لِّعِّ ُ ٱلر ِّ ا يََشا ءُ بِّقَدَ َولَۡو بََسَط ٱَّلله هِّۦ َخبِّيُرۢ بَصِّ   إِّنههُ  ٍۚرٌ۬ مه بَادِّ ير ٌ۬ ۥ بِّعِّ  

“And if Allah had extended [excessively] provision for His servants, they would have 
committed tyranny throughout the earth. But He sends [it] down in an amount which He 
wills. Indeed He is, of His servants, Acquainted and Seeing.” (Surah Al Shura 42:27) 

  

This is quite easily noticeable if you think about what would happen if someone losses 
their blessings. For example, someone might keep complaining about not having the 
best quality food and drink and always wanting more but if they spend the whole day 
outside in the sun without any shade, they would simply want to go back into a shaded 
area and might be happy with just water. 

  

 Sometimes people are not given what they want to test them and see how strong 
their faith in Allah is: 

َ َعَلٰى َحۡرٍفٌ۬  َن ٱلنهاسِّ َمن يَۡعبُُد ٱَّلله َر ٱل َوإِّۡن أَصَ  ۖۦۥ َخۡير  ٱۡطَمأَنه بِّهِّ   َفإِّۡن أََصابَهُ  َۖومِّ ۦ َخسِّ هِّ َرةَ اَبۡتهُ فِّۡتنَة  ٱنَقلََب َعلَٰى َوۡجهِّ ۡنيَا َوٱۡۡلَخِّ  ذَٲلَِّك  ۚدُّ
ُمبِّينُ هَُو ٱۡلُخۡسَراُن ٱلۡ   

“And of the people is he who worships Allah on an edge. If he is touched by good, he is 
reassured by it; but if he is struck by trial, he turns on his face [to the other direction]. He 

                                                             
90 https://www.amazon.com/Muslims-World-Sajjad-Shah/dp/141973248X  
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has lost [this] world and the Hereafter. That is what is the manifest loss.” (Surah Hajj 
22:11) 

  

This is common with any sort of job you do. The harder the job and the higher the 
position, the harder the tests are such as the training courses that need to be passed, 
the interviews and more. In the end however, the rewards are also much higher. 

  

 If despite any difficulties people are patient and still try to do their best without losing 
faith, there are rewards for them as the Prophet PBUH said, “How wonderful is the 
case of a believer; there is good for him in everything and this applies only to a 
believer. If prosperity attends him, he expresses gratitude to Allah and that is good 
for him; and if adversity befalls him, he endures it patiently and that is better for 
him”. Riyad Al Saliheen Book 1, Hadith 27. In another narration: “I heard Allah’s 
Messenger PBUH as saying: There is nothing (in the form of trouble) that comes to 
a believer even if it is the pricking of a thorn that there is decreed for him by Allah 
good or his sins are obliterated”. (Sahih Muslim 2572). 

  

Some of the people who are remembered the most are the ones who struggled the 
most but overcame their difficulties. Some examples include President Nelson Mandela 
(he was in prison for 27 years), Malcolm X (he struggled a lot to fight for the rights of 
African Americans), Thomas Edison (he did about 1,000 experiments before inventing 
the lightbulb) and Professor Stephen Hawking (his entire body was paralysed but 
despite this he had made great scientific breakthroughs in physics). This is somewhat 
similar to the case of Muslims who face difficulties but remain patient as there is hope 
that they will someday be rewarded insha Allah (God Willing). 
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Q30: Why is anyone who leaves Islam killed? 
 
Firstly, in any religion, there are always people who take the religion seriously and those 
who do not. Among them are those who apostate (leave the religion) and those who 
commit blasphemy (making offensive sacrilegious comments). Not everyone who 
commits such acts however is taken seriously and quite often those who make 
blasphemous comments are not given an opportunity to condemn their own religion 
openly and /or given a platform to insult their religion. Why is it then that when someone 
who comes from a Muslim background apostates and / or commits blasphemy, they are 
praised for their “bravery” (especially if they commit blasphemy), are taken seriously 
and given widespread media attention as if they are experts on Islam? 

  

There are many examples of former Muslims who were granted much attention and 
high status such as Ayaan Hirsi Ali (former Dutch politician who is a critic of Islam who 
was honoured by Time Magazine as being one of the 100 most influential people in the 
world), Salman Rushdie (Indian author who wrote the “Satanic Verses” novel where he 
insulted Islam and was honoured with a Knighthood by the Queen of England), Majid 
Nawaz (former UK politician who founded a UK organisation that criticises Islam) and 
Maryam Namazie (former Iranian Muslim who is a broadcaster and a spokesperson for 
an organisation of ex Muslims). There are many others. 

  

I am not a specialist on the subject but here are two links that you can read about that 
explain the Islamic rulings regarding those who apostate (from here91) and those who 
commit blasphemy (from here92). It is worth mentioning that while these rulings exist in 
Islam, there are similar beliefs in the other Abrahim faiths, Christianity and Judaism. 
Having said that, there is more to things than what we might first realise. As an 
example, Ubeidullah ibn Jahsh was a Muslim who was married to Ramlah bint Abu 
Sufyan (she later married the Prophet PBUH and was better known as “Umm Habibah”, 
may Allah be pleased with her). The two of them migrated together to Ethiopia as the 
early Muslims were persecuted by their own people. However, in Ethiopia, Ubeidullah 
ibn Jahsh was heavily influenced by Christianity and converted to Christianity. He made 
negative comments about Muslims when he saw them and was not killed but 
nonetheless died as a Christian. 
  

                                                             
91 https://islamqa.info/en/answers/14231/some-of-the-rulings-on-apostasy-and-apostates  
92 https://islamqa.info/en/answers/20327/why-is-the-apostate-to-be-executed-in-islam  
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Looking at things from the opposite perspective, if someone converts to Islam from 
another religion, they still need to respect other religions and its followers as it is 
mentioned in the Quran: 

ن يَن يَۡدعُوَن مِّ ۡلٍمٌ۬  َوََل تَسُبُّواْ ٱلهذِّ ا بِّغَۡيرِّ عِّ َ َعۡدَوۢ ِّ فَيَسُبُّواْ ٱَّلله   ۗ ُدونِّ ٱَّلله

And do not insult those they invoke other than Allah, lest they insult Allah in enmity 
without knowledge (Surah Al Anaam 6:108) 
This also includes their parents if they are not Muslim: 

ۡعُهَماَوإِّن جَ  ۡلم ٌ۬ فَََل تُطِّ ۦ عِّ َك بِّى َما َلۡيَس لََك بِّهِّ َهَداَك َعَلٰى  أَن تُۡشرِّ ا ۖـٰ ۡنيَا َمۡعُروف ٌ۬ ۡبُهَما فِّى ٱلدُّ   ۚ  َوٱتهبِّۡع َسبِّيَل َمۡن أَنَاَب إَِّلىه  ۖ َوَصاحِّ

But if they endeavor to make you associate with Me that of which you have no 
knowledge, do not obey them but accompany them in [this] world with appropriate 
kindness and follow the way of those who turn back to Me [in repentance]. (Surah 
Luqman 31:15) 
  

Also, if someone converts to Islam from one of the Abrahamic Faiths, they need to 
respect all prophets and messengers including Musa (Moses) and Isa (Jesus), Peace 
Be Upon Them, as nobody can be a true Muslim without respecting them. 
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Q31: Why are Muslim women not allowed to work and only confined to the house? 
 
 
This is not strictly true and I will try to explain why and give some examples. Please 
keep in mind that this is a very broad and debatable topic with different opinions. 
However, I will try to give some insight into this topic giving both reasons for and against 
women working. 

  

In Islam, certain basic roles and responsibilities have been given to people including 
men and women. With the case of men, they are required to work and to support their 
families while women are primarily required to look after the home and raise the 
children. On a side note, this is part of the reason why men are given twice the amount 
of money in inheritance as women –because men are obliged to use the money to 
support their families whereas women are not obliged to give any of their money to 
anyone, even if they have enough money themselves. 

  

Some people might feel that it is quite restrictive for women to primarily be obliged to 
look after the home and raise children but naturally, men and women are equal but 
different. For example, women give birth, which is something that men cannot do and 
women are more suited to raising children. There is no need for women to feel ashamed 
of this role in Islam as women are granted a very status, which they can feel proud of. 
For example, someone asked the Prophet PBUH “who amongst the people is most 
deserving of my good treatment? He said: Your mother, again your mother, again your 
mother, then your father, then your nearest relatives according to the order (of 
nearness)”. (Sahih Muslim 2548b). Mothers are mentioned three times before the 
father. Likewise, wives also hold a very high status as the Prophet PBUH mentioned: 
“This world is but provisions, and there is no provision in this world better than a 
righteous wife.” (Ibn Majah 1855). 

  

Women do not need to feel obliged to work or support their families financially and 
compete with men. For example, there is no need to have the same numbers of women 
studying civil engineering as men. Instead they can remain proud of their high status as 
mothers, wives and sisters and do not need to trivialize these roles or feel that they are 
“only” housewives. It is interesting that in the Arabic language, the word for “housewife” 
is “Rabbat Bait”. The root word for this is “Rabb” –i.e.: Lord. So if you like, you can 
almost think of the Arabic title as “Lord of the House”! 

  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2019/01/30/q31-why-are-muslim-women-not-allowed-to-work-and-only-confined-to-the-house/
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From a social point of view, if both men and women are working, they will spend less 
time with their children and might have a weaker relationship with them. Many will 
therefore put the children in the care of nannies or put them in daycare centres and 
have less influence over their upbringing. 

  

From an economic point of view, if both men and women work, they will earn more but 
will need to pay more taxes and will also need to spend more money on childcare. This 
could potentially lead to a shortage of vacancies for men if many more women work. 

  

From a personal point of view, being a supportive wife and mother is a very difficult job 
regardless of whether someone is doing a part time /full time job as well. Some women 
are very ambitious and resilient and have the ability to manage all these demands 
successfully but not everyone can do this. In some cases, feeling obliged to work can 
add unnecessary pressure and stress to women, making them get angry more easily. 

  

Women can in fact work if they choose provided that they remain within the boundaries 
of the religion and still fulfill their primary duties. Having said that, there are women who 
do not want to work for anyone and find working outside restrictive as they are obliged 
to work at certain times, do certain duties and more and they have less time to spend 
with their families. Also, not all work environments are good and sometimes women 
experience harassment at work, even in very high positions. According to a BBC survey 
in 2018, 53% of women experienced harassment at work compared to 20% of men (you 
can find out more from here93). A very famous example of this was the case of “Harvey 
Weinstein” (you can find out more from here94). 
  

Having said the above, both men and women have their own strengths and abilities with 
women able to do better in some roles than men. Notice for example that many skilled 
labour jobs are still performed by men such as working as plumbers, electricians and 
automotive engineers whereas many roles are often performed by women such as 
nursing. From a personal point of view, I have been teaching for many years and the 
majority of staff in the languages departments in the UK where I have worked and 
studied included women (maybe because women are generally better at languages 

                                                             
93 https://www.bbc.com/news/business-44944122  
94 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-44264495  
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than men?). This includes my manager who was a Muslim woman but was by far one of 
the best managers that I have ever had. 

  

In some professions, women are also needed such as in the medical profession. For 
example, it would be unrealistic for men to insist that their wives /female relatives must 
only be seen by female staff if they themselves also insist that women must not work in 
the medical profession. 

  

There are many examples to disprove the stereotype that Muslim women cannot work 
and are only confined to the house. Perhaps the best example to disprove this and 
something to think about is the case of Khadija, the first wife of the Prophet PBUH. Not 
only did the Prophet PBUH work for her before getting married but she also continued to 
support him after he became a Prophet. She gave birth to 6 out of 7 of his children and 
raised them. She was not only richer than him, but 15 years older and had previously 
married and yet they were so happy together that the Prophet PBUH never felt a need 
to marry anyone else and only remarried years later after she died but even then he 
often missed her and sent gifts to her friends. There are many other examples such as 
Rufaida who had a “military hospital” and cared for companions of the Prophet PBUH 
who were injured in battle and Aisha, the wife the Prophet PBUH, who was one of the 
greatest narrators of Hadith (sayings of the Prophet PBUH) and advised other 
companions on difficult issues. You can see many more examples from my video, Great 
Women in Islamic History, which you can see from here95. 
  

In modern times, Muslim women still take up many important roles including everything 
from lawyers, teachers, managers, nurses and more. Many also run their own 
businesses and there are also women who manage to balance their duties by leaving 
work for a few years to look after their children and then they return to work later when 
their children have grown up. Here are a few examples from more recent times: 

 Bilkiss Navsarka ran her own mini market from 1990-1998 in Coventry in the UK. 
She has been an inspiration and support for her children. Her son, Abz Navsarka, 
runs his own business, Dessert Van, and was the youngest entrepreneur in the UK 
as he started his business at the age of 12. (You can find out more about his 
business from here96).  Her older son, Riz Navsarka, runs his own business, 
Mesmereyez and has also won awards (you can find out more about his business 

                                                             
95 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ck5XzIpddsU  
96 http://www.dessertvan.co.uk/  
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from here97). Her daughter, Maria Navsarka, has started her own pudding business. 
You can find out more from here98. 

 Zeynep Turudi is a successful Turkish entrepreneur who runs her own Turkish 
confessionary business and won an award for the best new business (you can find 
out more about her business from here99). 

 Maaria Mozaffar is a lawyer in Chicago in the US and also hosts a program where 
she interviews various people to deal with various issues as part of “A way forward 
with Maaria Mozaffar” (you can find out more from here100) Her brother, Khurram 
Mozaffar, is also a lawyer by profession and is a screenwriter. You can find out more 
about him from here101. He has also founded a production company, Flip Narration, 
that you can read about from here102  

 (Mother of British comedian, Guz Khan): when I started my first teaching role in the 
languages department, she was very kind and helpful as she helped me settle in 
and also allowed me to observe her lesson. I especially remember her saying that I 
should not feel bad if she “talks down” to me as I am roughly the same age as her 
son. She never talked down to me but I felt that was very kind and welcoming of her 
to make such an analogy. I think she must have also had an influence on Guz Khan 
as he is a teacher by profession as well and won an award for being the best 
teacher in two consecutive years 

 Halimah Yaqub: first female president of Singapore. A lawyer by profession who 
worked for the government for several years and did not have any opposition when 
being elected to a country that has many Buddhists despite being Muslim and 
wearing a headscarf. She is married with 5 children. 

 Hanan El Hroub won an Award in Dubai for being the best teacher and received the 
award from the Pope. 

 Dr Ruksheda Syeda is a specialist on mental health and is a Ted speaker. She also 
founded her own organization, MARG (Marriage And Relationship Guidance). You 
can find out more about her from here103. 

 Dalia and Yasmin Mogahed: Dalia Mogahed is a scholar and was an advisor to 
former US President Barrack Obama. Her sister, Yasmin, is an author and gives 
lectures on Islam. You can find out more about Dalia Mogahed from here.104 

 

  

                                                             
97 http://www.mesmereyez.com/  
98 http://www.puddingboxes.com/  
99 https://www.truede.com/zeynep-turudi/  
100 https://m.youtube.com/channel/UC0yP5xdG8mYB7QRmjS7AkuA  
101 https://khurrammozaffar.wordpress.com/  
102 https://www.thenational.ae/arts-culture/film/oscar-nominated-producer-waleed-zuaiter-aims-to-tackle-
misrepresentation-of-the-region-with-new-production-company-1.1086743  
103 https://twitter.com/rukshedamarg?lang=en  
104 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dalia_Mogahed  
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Q32: Why do Muslims beat children? 
 
 
Many Muslims have a reputation for being excessively harsh towards children and 
beating them for very minor issues. However, this is not always the case 
and not what the religion teaches. I will try to explain why. 

 

Perhaps part of the reason for this stereotype is because of some undercover filming at 
an Islamic school or “Medrasa” (meaning “school” in Arabic) as they are often called 
and the events were presented as if they represent the actual teachings of islam, which 

they do not. 

 

If you look at what the followers of any religion are doing rather than looking at the 
actual religious teachings, then you will find many differences. These include other 
religious schools such as child abuse by Christian priests (you can find out more 
from here). In fact, many other people who are not very religious have also beaten and 
abused children as well. Some examples of these include Anne Climbie in the UK, who 
was a young schoolgirl who died because of neglect by her carers (you can find out 
more from here), Sylvia Likens in the US who was tortured to death by her carer and 
her children (you can find out more from here), Junko Furuta in Japan who was taped 
more than 400 times, forcefully fed live cockroaches and much more (you can find out 
more from here) and Asifa Bano in India, who was an 8 year old Kashmiri girl that was 
kidnapped and gang raped inside a Hindu temple (you can find out more from here) 

 

Until fairly recently, corporal punishment has existed in various parts of the world 
including western societies. For example, it was banned in British state schools in 1986. 

 

Teaching is a skill and simply having subject knowledge does not mean that the person 
knows how to teach it. Nowadays many people in general are not as religious as the 
people of the past and have less religious knowledge so people who teach this are not 
always the best of teachers and /or have much religious knowledge themselves. 
Nonetheless, many Muslims try to send their children to gain Islamic knowledge but 
sometimes end up sending their children to learn from people who do not have much 
religious knowledge and are probably teaching in a similar way to how they were taught 

when they were younger. 

 

So what does Islam actually say about beating children and how did the Prophet PBUH 

(Peace Be Upon Him) deal with children? I will try to mention a few things here. 

A very good example of how the Prophet PBUH dealt with children can be seen in his 
treatment of Anas, may Allah be pleased with him whose mother sent him to be a 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2019/02/23/q32-why-do-muslims-beat-children/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.com/news/amp/world-44209971
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/1035455.stm
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murder_of_Sylvia_Likens
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murder_of_Junko_Furuta
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.com/news/amp/world-asia-india-43722714
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servant for the Prophet PBUH. He said: I served the Prophet PBUH for ten years, and 
he never said to me, “Uf” (a minor harsh word denoting impatience) and never blamed 

me by saying, “Why did you do so or why didn’t you do so?” 

Sahih Al Bukhari 6038 

This is an example that shows the kind treatment of the Prophet PBUH to children and 
how he allowed them to have a certain level of independence. In fact it says in the 

Quran 

ينَ  لَمِّ َك إَِّله َرْحَمة  ل ِّْلعَٰ  َوَما  أَْرَسْلنَٰ

And We have not sent you, [O Muhammad], except as a mercy to the worlds. (Surah Al 
Anbiya 21:107) 

Anas also reported that Allah’s Messenger PBUH had the best disposition amongst 
people. He sent me on an errand one day, and I said: By Allah, I would not go. I had, 
however, this idea in my mind that I would do as Allah’s Apostle PBUH had commanded 
me to do. I went out until I happened to come across children who had been playing in 
the street. In the meanwhile, Allah’s Messenger PBUH came there and he caught me by 
the back of my neck from behind me. As I looked towards him I found him smiling and 
he said: Unais, did you go where I commanded you to go? I said: Allah’s Messenger, 

yes, I am going. (Sahih Muslim 2310 a) 

Notice how the Prophet PBUH dealt with this situation. He caught his servant playing 
rather than finishing his errand but he did not rush to blame him or beat him. Instead, 
the Prophet PBUH questioned him and listened to him. He built up enough trust so that 
Anas, may Allah be pleased with him realised his mistake and went on to finish the 

errand. 

In another narration by Anas Ibn Malik, he said: the Messenger of Allah PBUH used to 
come to visit us. I had a younger brother who was called Abu ‘Umair by Kunyah 
(surname). He had a sparrow with which he played, but it died. So one day the Prophet 
PBUH came to see him and saw him grieved. He asked: What is the matter with him? 
The people replied: His sparrow has died. He then said: Abu ‘Umair! What has 

happened to the little sparrow? (Sunan Abu Dawud 4696) 

This also shows that apart from teaching his companions and children, he got to 
know them by name, which is also very important in teaching, and showed 
interest in them and concern for them, including children. He did not simply speak, but 
asked questions and listened attentively, which is also important in teaching. He also 

asked to check on others. 

Another great testimony to how well the Prophet PBUH dealt with children was with the 
case of Zaid ibn Al Haritha who was a companion and also one of the first people to 
convert to Islam. Before prophethood, the Prophet PBUH purchased him as a slave. 
One day his father and another relative candidate asking about him and wanted to take 
him back. The Prophet PBUH took them to his home and told them to ask Zaid directly if 
he wanted to come back with them but hee refused. This in itself 



   
 

 
 78 

shows how well the Prophet PBUH treated him as he could have easily left but 
refused. This is also an example for how children were treated well. Later the Prophet 
PBUH honoured Zaid may Allah be pleased with him by not only granting his freedom 
but also adopting him as a son until this form of adoption was prohibited. 

 

These rules not only applied to life in general but also to prayer and etiquette in the 
mosques as well. An example of this was with his grandsons, Hassan and Husain. In a 
narration, the Prophet PBUH was preaching, then Al-Hasan and Al-Husain came, 
wearing red shirts and stumbling in them. The Prophet PBUH came down, interrupting 
himself, and picked them up, then he went back to the minbar and said: ‘Allah has 
spoken the truth: Your wealth and your children are only a trial. I saw these two 
stumbling in their shirts and I could not continue until I had interrupted myself and 

picked them up. (Sunan Al Nisai 1414). 

 

For the Prophet PBUH his greatest comfort was in prayer but despite this he did not 
“ban” children from entering the main prayer area or turn them away. Instead he 
comforted them and made sure that they did not disturb others. There were other 
narrations where he would carry his granddaughter, Umamah, while praying and either 
of Hasan or Husain would climb on his back while he was prostrating in prayer. He did 

not get angry however or send them away for doing that. 

 

The Prophet PBUH also built trust with children and sometimes also gave them some 
very important duties and tasks depending on their strengths and abilities. An example 
of this was Zaid Ibn Thabit, may Allah be pleased with him, who had a talent for 
languages so the Prophet PBUH asked him to go and learn the language of the Jews. 
He learnt the language so the Prophet PBUH asked him to learn Aramaic. 

 

In another narration, during the Battle of the Trench, there was a strong fighter from pre 
Islamic times, Amr Ibn Wudd who challenged the Muslims to a duel. The Prophet PBUH 
asked his companions who would fight him and nobody stood up except Ali, may Allah 
be pleased with him, who was a young teenager at the time so the Prophet PBUH told 
him to sit down and asked again to try and find someone else as he cared about his 
safety and did not want him to be killed. He repeated this a number of times and nobody 
else stood up so the Prophet PBUH finally allowed him to fight and Ali, may Allah be 

pleased with him, won. 

 

There is a narration that some people might misinterpret and /or misunderstand where 
the Prophet PBUH said: Command your children to pray when they become seven 
years old, and beat them for it (prayer) when they become ten years old; and arrange 

their beds (to sleep) separately. (Sunan Abu Dawud 495). 
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Some people take this verse to mean that heavy beating of children is permissible and 
/or encouraged but this is not true. There is also a limit to this as the Prophet PBUH 
said: When one of you inflicts a beating, he should avoid striking the face. (Sunan Abu 
Dawud 4493) 

 

Linguistically, “beating” has many synonyms such as: blow, strike, hit, hammer, batter, 
slap, smack and more. These words also have different meanings and suggest varying 
degrees of strength in the strikes. In boxing, they have even more synonyms such as: 
“light” jab, hook and “knock out” punch depending on the severity. 

 

Some people also give children a “pat on the back” for doing well and this is a light tap 
to show appreciation. You could technically say that this a form of “beating” but 
obviously it has nothing to do with beating. 

 

I am not a specialist on the subject but certainly looking at the various narrations in 
context, it is clear that the Prophet PBUH was by no means encouraging or endorsing 
the beating of children. On the contrary, he cared for his companions, gave them 
importance, built trust with them and searched for and allowed 
them to develop their own skills and talents. This includes the very young companions 
including young teenagers and children. Their narrations provide great testimonials for 
how well the Prophet PBUH treated them. All of these are traits that any good teacher 
even today should have. If anything, the narration about beating simply suggests a very 

light /symbolic beating as a last resort as and when needed and should avoid the face. 
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Q33: Why is slavery allowed in Islam? 
 
This is a very broad and detailed topic so I will mention a few things but I would advise 
the reader to do their own background reading for further information. Links have been 
provided at the end of this article. I will first take a brief look at the Islamic position and 
rulings regarding slavery, discuss the wisdom behind them, and then illustrate history of 
slavery in Islam in comparison to other civilizations, past and present. 
The Islamic Position 

Slavery is undoubtedly permitted in Islam, but this Islamic practice is quite different from 
slavery as practiced in other civilization. For example, Islam has made freeing slaves a 
charitable act and an expiation for various legal infractions. That is, if somebody 
commits certain sins they could atone for it by freeing a slave. Moreover, Islam has 
narrowed the source of slavery to prisoners of war. These two points in themselves, 
while only scratching the surface of the issue, already sets Islamic slavery apart from 
systems of slavery wherein slaves were invariable slaves to the grave and wherein 
slaves were kidnapped or tricked into slavery. 

In Islam, slaves are given countless rights. This point is clearly illustrated by an incident 
that took place during the life of the Prophet, wherein ….. For example, Ar-Rabadh said: 
I met Abu Dharr who was wearing a cloak, and his slave, too, was wearing a similar 
one. I asked about the reason for it. He replied, “I abused a person by calling his mother 
with bad names.” The Prophet said to me, ‘Abu Dharr! Did you abuse him by calling his 
mother with bad names? You still have some characteristics of ignorance. Your slaves 
are your brothers and Allah has put them under your command. So whoever has a 
brother under his command should feed him of what he eats and dress him of what he 
wears. Do not ask them (slaves) to do things beyond their capacity (power) and if you 
do so, then help them.’ ” (Sahih Bukhari 30, Sahih Muslim 1661) 

Because of popular conceptions of slavery, one might imagine that the Prophet PBUH 
(Peace Be Upon Him) actively caught people and sold them as slaves. In fact, some 
even distort Islamic texts in order to perpetuate this misconception dueto a narration 
where he grabbed someone in the market and asked “who is going to buy this slave 
from me?” but if you read the full narration, this was simply a practical joke and “slave” 
here means “slave of Allah (God)”. (The full narration can be found here)105 
Slaves during the Life of the Prophet 

As consequence of the rights of slaves safeguarded by Islam, former slaves managed 
to gain a very high status in Islamic society. For example, Bilal was a companion of the 
Prophet PBUH and was a freed Abyssinian slave (from Ethiopia). He went on to 
become the Mu’aththin (one who gives the call for prayer). Another example was Safiya, 
who belonged to a Jewish tribe. The Prophet PBUH not only freed her but married her 

                                                             
105 http://lifeofprophet.com/who-is-going-to-buy-this-slave-from-me  
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and she gained a high status as one of “Mothers of the Believers”. Some (freed) slaves 
narrated Hadith (reports of sayings or actions of the Prophet PBUH) that Muslims still 
refer to today and a slave was involved in burying the Prophet PBUH. In fact, there was 
a time when slaves managed to establish their own empire (i.e. the Mamluks in Egypt). 

Slavery in Islamic and Western Civilisations 

As mentioned previously, the slavery in Islamic civilization is quite different from that 
practiced in other civilizations. This fact has been recognized by the Scottish historian, 
H. A. R. Gibb. In The Travels of Ibn Battuta, about the famous 14th century Muslim 
Moroccan traveller, Gibb makes reference to slavery in the Muslim societies and 
explains that slaves were treated much more humanely in the Muslim societies than 
their counterparts in many other societies. 

Perhaps the most recent and most brutal example of slavery occurred in the Americas 
for about 350 years until the 19th century, whereby African slaves were kidnapped, 
chained and shipped to the Americas. While many died along the way, those who 
survived were dehumanised and lost all their rights, begin treated perhaps worse then 
livestock. They were separated from their families, beaten, stripped, tortured, coerced 
into unbearable labour, prohibited from their religions (many were Muslim), and given 
the names that the slave traders assigned to them. 

You can find out more about the history of slavery in the Americas such as from the 
book “Christopher Columbus and the African Holocaust” (you can see it from here106) or 
read about Abdul Rahman Ibrahim Sori who was a nobleman from West African but was 
a slave for 40 years or Omar Ibn Saeed, a Senegalese man who was sold into slavery 
in the 19th century but wrote an autobiography. Alternatively, perhaps you can listen to 
black African people talk about their own families and ancestry. As a basic example, I 
taught history for some time in the UK and there was a discussion about ancestry so a 
British woman of Black African origin in the class told me that she had no idea of her 
ancestry as her ancestors were given the names assigned to them by their slave 
masters and all she knew was that the slave master was a map maker hence the 
surname “Mapp”. 
 
During the time of the slave trade in the Americas, slave traders practised “slave 
breeding” whereby they would breed slaves in a somewhat similar way to how people 
breed cattle in order to increase the number of slaves. Thereafter, the slave masters 
had little or no attachment to the slaves produced. In complete contrast to this, the 
Prophet PBUH was gifted a slave, Maria (the Coptic) by the leader of Egypt and she 
was a Christian who later converted to Islam. The Prophet PBUH had a son with her, 
Ibrahim. The Prophet PBUH treated him just like any other child and when he died in 
infancy, he was so sad that many companions witnessed the Prophet PBUH crying. 
Ibrahim’s mother gained the status of “Umm Al Walad” (Mother of the child) and gained 
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her freedom. Incidentally this ruling applies to other slaves who give birth as they also 
receive the same status and title. Therefore, slaves who bear their master’s child are 
free after their master’s death, while the offspring are free from birth. Also, the Prophet 
PBUH never bought any slaves for his personal benefit and any which he had possess 
were eventually freed. 

Some forms of slavery such as in the Americas targeted Black Africans in particular and 
systematically created racism towards them. In fact, until as recent as 1960 after slavery 
was abolished, there was at least one “human zoo” where white Europeans could go 
and see African people and feed them in a somewhat similar way to how people might 
go to the zoo nowadays to see exotic animals and feed them. The purpose of this 
arrangement was to try and scientifically prove that white people were superior to any 
other human race and that the Africans were primitive or less evolved than them (using 
Darwin’s theory of evolution) and as a way of justifying their very poor treatment 
towards them. You can find out more from here.107 
 
In contrast, slavery in the Islamic world did not target a specific ethnic group or 
community as there were slaves from various parts of the world, which Muslims had 
conquered. Not much is known about the slaves but some include Thoban who was 
Arab, Safina who was Persian and others such as Mehran and Shuqran (their names 
are not Arab so they were probably from some other countries). 
 
Although slavery existed in the past, it has officially been abolished and there is no need 
to try and revive it. Some people might wonder then why Islam did not fully abolish 
slavery altogether, as was the case with then like forbidding alcohol. However, 
something to think about is that there have been various cases where workers in poor 
countries have been overworked, underpaid, not respected and not treated well such as 
in clothes factories. This is often referred to as “exploitation” but just how different is this 
from slavery? In some report such as here, such conditions have also been referred to 
as “modern day slavery”. Therefore, perhaps there is still a need to try and stop this 
practice and help the “slaves” to get their freedom? I am not a scholar and this is just an 
analogy and something to think about. You can find out more from here108. 
 
Also, notice that nowadays apart from “modern day slavery”, some particular groups of 
people have been targeted. For example, many ethic Uighur Muslims in Western China 
have been taken to “reeducation camps” where they are forced to stay, are tortured, are 
not allowed to fast during the month of Ramadan, are forced to eat pork and drink 
alcohol (both forbidden in Islam) and even to renounce Islam altogether. According to a 
UN report, there could be up to a million of such people in these camps. You can find 
out more from here. Despite this, very little is being done to stop this practice and many 
people are totally unaware that anything like this is actually taking place. Is this not a 
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form of “modern day slavery” that people should try to end? You can find out more 
from here.109 There is more information here110. 
Other resources 

You can find out more about the Islamic rulings from here111. 
Also, here112 is a link to a two part video that looks at this topic and gives more detail. 
 
 
 

  

                                                             
109 https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.com/news/amp/world-asia-china-45147972  
110 http://https//www.google.com/amp/s/www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/china-re-education-muslims-
ramadan-xinjiang-eat-pork-alcohol-communist-xi-jinping-a8357966.html%3famp  
111 https://www.google.com/amp/s/islamqa.info/amp/en/answers/94840  
112 https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=WT3AMQoz3-o  

https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.com/news/amp/world-asia-china-45147972
http://https/www.google.com/amp/s/www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/china-re-education-muslims-ramadan-xinjiang-eat-pork-alcohol-communist-xi-jinping-a8357966.html%3famp
https://www.google.com/amp/s/islamqa.info/amp/en/answers/94840
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=WT3AMQoz3-o
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.bbc.com/news/amp/world-asia-china-45147972
http://https/www.google.com/amp/s/www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/china-re-education-muslims-ramadan-xinjiang-eat-pork-alcohol-communist-xi-jinping-a8357966.html%3famp
http://https/www.google.com/amp/s/www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/china-re-education-muslims-ramadan-xinjiang-eat-pork-alcohol-communist-xi-jinping-a8357966.html%3famp
https://www.google.com/amp/s/islamqa.info/amp/en/answers/94840
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=WT3AMQoz3-o
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Q34: Why are people blamed for sinning and /or disbelievingly if everything has already 
been predestined? 
 
Muslims believe in one God, Allah. This belief or faith (Iman) has 6 pillars, including 
belief in Allah, His angels, His books, His Prophets, the Day of Resurrection and Qadr 
(fate /decree). You can find out more from here.113 

 

Belief in Qadr has various conditions such as believing that Allah is The Creator, that 
everything that happens has already been written, that nothing happens except by the 
will of Allah and that Allah is The Creator of all actions. You can find out more 

from here.114 

 

One might wonder then why people are responsible for their actions and for sinning if 
everything has already been written from before. This requires some explanation to 
grasp this concept. 

 

To take an analogy; teachers are often able to judge whether a student is dedicated or 
not and /or eager to learn and can often tell after some time whether the student will 
pass or not before completing a course. Being human however, sometimes teachers 
can misjudge students but as a whole they can predict whether they will pass or fail. 
Allah is The Creator so knows everyone better than they know themselves so can judge 
who will do well in this world and who will be evil or sinful but will not make a mistake 
with this and /or treat anyone unfairly. So what are people judged on and why do they 
sin? 

 

With the case of humans, success is often based on how much materialistic benefits 
they gain such as having more money, having a larger house /property, having a large 
family and more. This is different from the Islamic point of view. 

 

The main criteria for success are explained in the Quran: “By time, Indeed, mankind is 
in loss, Except for those who have believed and done righteous deeds and advised 

each other to truth and advised each other to patience.” (Surah Al Asr)  

 

The Prophet PBUH (Peace Be Upon Him) said: “Actions are according to intentions, 
and everyone will get what was intended. Whoever migrates with an intention for Allah 
and His messenger, the migration will be for the sake of Allah and his Messenger. And 

                                                             
113 http://islaminfouk.com/six-pillars-of-faith.html  
114 https://www.google.com/amp/s/islamqa.info/amp/en/answers/49004  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2019/04/29/q33-why-are-people-blamed-for-sinning-and-or-disbelievingly-if-everything-has-already-been-predestined/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2019/04/29/q33-why-are-people-blamed-for-sinning-and-or-disbelievingly-if-everything-has-already-been-predestined/
http://islaminfouk.com/six-pillars-of-faith.html
https://www.google.com/amp/s/islamqa.info/amp/en/answers/49004
http://islaminfouk.com/six-pillars-of-faith.html
https://www.google.com/amp/s/islamqa.info/amp/en/answers/49004
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whoever migrates for worldly gain or to marry a woman, then his migration will be for the 
sake of whatever he migrated for.” (Sahih Bukhari and Muslim)  

 

Also, people are responsible for their efforts. It is mentioned in the Quran: 

قِّْط َعلَْيكِّ ُرَطب ا َجنِّيًّا ْذعِّ ٱلنهْخلَةِّ تَُسٰ ى  إِّلَْيكِّ بِّجِّ  َوهُز ِّ

And shake toward you the trunk of the palm tree; it will drop upon you ripe, fresh dates. 
(Surah Maryam 19:25) 

 

Based on the above, people are responsible for their belief, doing good deeds and 

calling others towards good. They are also responsible for their intentions and effort. 

 

Notice the example given; Maryam (Mary) PBUH was in great difficulty and pain due to 
labour pain and was ordered to shake the palm tree. This is something extremely 
difficult even for well-trained athletes and yet she was commanded to do this. She did 
what she was told however and will be rewarded according to her efforts. Whether she 
was able to successfully shake the tree is another issue that she was not responsible 
for and the final result has been decreed. Likewise, people need to have good intentions 
and try their best. 

 

An example of people being rewarded for their intentions and effort could be of 
someone who tries to go for the Hajj (pilgrimage) and tries to make all the necessary 
preparations but then their flight gets cancelled; maybe they will still get the reward as if 
they went for Hajj. Likewise, if someone is fasting but then forgets that they are fasting 
and accidentally eats something they might get the reward for fasting as they did not 

intend to break their fast. 

 

Allah is aware of all things and people have been given free will to choose and do 

whatever they want. Everyone is also born without any sins. 

 

In the end, people are rewarded or punished according to their intentions and effort and 
with the mercy of Allah, The Merciful. This includes belief. For examples: Waraqa Ibn 
Nawfel (cousin of Khadija, the first wife of the Prophet PBUH) who was a Christian but 
did not agree with many of the common beliefs of the polytheists at the time and he 
discussed the Prophet’s first revelation with him and recognised that the angel Jibreel 
(Gabriel) was the same angel who came to Maryam PBUH. However, he died shortly 
afterwards and was not a companion of the Prophet PBUH but there are narrations that 
refer to him being rewarded. Another example is Zaid Ibn Amr who did not agree with 
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the polytheistic beliefs at the time and asked the Jews and Christians at the time about 
their beliefs but did not agree with many of the things that they did and remained 

monotheistic so again there are narrations that refer to him being rewarded. 
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Q35: Does the Quran suggest that people should follow Christianity? 
 
 
When reading the Quran in detail, people will realise that Isa (Jesus) PBUH (Peace Be 
Upon Him) is mentioned more often than the Prophet Mohammed PBUH. In fact, the 
word “Isa” is mentioned 25 times while the name “Mohammed” is mentioned only 4 
times. Likewise, there is no mention in the Quran of any of the wives of the Prophet 
PBUH, his children or any other family members and /or any of his miracles whereas 
there is a verse, Surah Maryam (Mary), related to the mother of Isa PBUH and also 
many of the miracles of Isa PBUH are mentioned such as his ability to treat the lepers, 
bring life to birds made of clay and to bring the dead back to life by the will of Allah 
(God). Therefore, some people might believe that this suggests that he was much 
greater than the Prophet Mohammed PBUH. 

  

From an Islamic point of view, there are various narrations about the greatness of the 
Prophet Mohammed PBUH, which make it clear that he was the greatest Prophet such 
as: “I am the leader of the sons of Adam, and it is no boast. I will be the first one for 
whom the earth will be split open on the Day of Resurrection, and it is no boast. I will be 
the first to intercede and the first whose intercession will be accepted, and it is no boast. 
The banner of praise will be in my hand on the Day of Resurrection, and it is no boast.” 
(Ibn Majah, Hadith 4308). Sometimes even people who are not Muslim who study Islam 
recognize the greatness of the Prophet Mohammed PBUH. An example of this was 
Michael Hart in the book, “The 100”, which had a ranking of the 100 most influential 
people in history. Despite being a non-Muslim American, he put the name of the 
Prophet Mohammed PBUH on the top position. You can see many more examples of 
comments from here115. 
  

Someone’s greatness is not based purely on how many times their name is mentioned. 
While the name “Isa” is mentioned in the Quran 25 times, names of other Prophets such 
as “Musa” /Moses PBUH are mentioned 137 times. Likewise, the name “Ibrahim” 
/Abraham PBUH is mentioned 63 times. If everything is based on how many times 
someone’s name is mentioned, surely they would be much greater than Isa PBUH. 
Also, notice that although the Prophet Mohammed PBUH is the greatest of all Prophets 
(from an Islamic point of view), he was humble and recognized others’ greatness, giving 
them credit and speaking more about them than himself. Imagine the Quran spoke 
almost exclusively about the Prophet Mohammed PBUH, his family and his lineage, 
would that not suggest that perhaps he brought the Quran to others simply as a way of 
seeking fame and fortune? 

                                                             
115 https://gainpeace.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=63:what-non-muslim-scholars-said-
about-prophet-muhammed-peace-be-upon-him&catid=41&Itemid=105  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2019/09/03/q35-does-the-quran-suggest-that-people-should-follow-christianity/
https://gainpeace.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=63:what-non-muslim-scholars-said-about-prophet-muhammed-peace-be-upon-him&catid=41&Itemid=105
https://gainpeace.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=63:what-non-muslim-scholars-said-about-prophet-muhammed-peace-be-upon-him&catid=41&Itemid=105
https://gainpeace.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=63:what-non-muslim-scholars-said-about-prophet-muhammed-peace-be-upon-him&catid=41&Itemid=105
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Something to think about as well regarding miracles: Prophets performed miracles but 
as great as the miracles were, we were not there at the time to witness them first hand 
and see the miracles ourselves such as when Isa PBUH cured the leaper or resurrected 
the dead by the will of Allah. As for the Quran, it is still with us and has not been 
changed (old copies can still be seen, which are over a thousand years old and there 
are no revised or edited versions). People are welcome to make their own version of the 
Quran and to call upon others as it mentioned in the Quran: 

  

ا  مه قِّينَ َوإِّن كُنتُْم فِّي َرْيٍب م ِّ ِّ إِّن كُنتُْم َصادِّ ن ُدونِّ َّللاه ثْلِّهِّ َواْدُعوا شَُهَداَءكُم م ِّ ن م ِّ نَا َفأْتُوا بِّسُوَرةٍ م ِّ ْلنَا َعلَٰى َعْبدِّ نَزه  

And if you are in doubt about what We have sent down upon Our Servant [Muhammad], 
then produce a surah the like thereof and call upon your witnesses other than Allah, if 
you should be truthful. (Surah Al Baqara: 23) 

  

However, nobody has every succeeded at this task and every year there are many 
people who read the Quran and manage to convert to Islam with many people 
converting after they read the Quran. A famous example of this was former BBC 
journalist, Yvonne Ridley, who did not like Islam or Muslims (especially their treatment 
of women) and was kidnapped by the Taliban in Afghanistan but released on the 
condition that she reads the Quran when she returns home. She did this and converted 
to Islam. Even if you do not believe in the Quran, is this not something interesting and 
thought provoking? 

  

There is a verse in the Quran: 

  

ا أَنَزْلنَا إِّلَْيَك  مه َن اْلُمْمتَ فَإِّن كُنَت فِّي َشك ٍ م ِّ ب َِّك فَََل تَكُونَنه مِّ ن ره ن َقْبلَِّك ۚ لَقَْد َجاَءَك اْلَحقُّ مِّ تَاَب مِّ يَن يَْقَرُءوَن اْلكِّ ينَ فَاْسأَلِّ الهذِّ رِّ  

  

So if you are in doubt, [O Muhammad], about that which We have revealed to you, then 
ask those who have been reading the Scripture before you. The truth has certainly 
come to you from your Lord, so never be among the doubters. (Surah Yunus: 94) 
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Some people might argue that this refers directly to the Bible and that people should 
follow Christianity. However, in some ways this could be simply a reference to previous 
religions, books and Prophets in various parts of the world at different times. The Quran 
in many ways confirms what came in the previous books of the Jews and Christians 
(known also as “Ahl Al Kitab” /People of the Book as they share so many similarities 
with Muslims). Some examples include the story of Adam and Hawa /Eve, Nuh /Noah 
and the ark, Musa /Moses with Pharaoh, Yusuf /Joseph with his brothers, Lut /Lot and 
the people of Sodom and many more similar stories. The Quran does not say that 
people should reject it and follow the previous books. 

  

I am by no means a specialist on Christianity, but I have often heard Christians saying 
regarding Jesus /Isa PBUH: that the Holy Spirit appeared to his mother, Mary and she 
gave a miraculous birth to him; that he performed many miracles; that he was risen and 
that he returned. From the Islamic perspective: The Holy Spirit (“Ruh Al Qudus”, which 
is another title for the angel Jibreel /Gabriel PBUH) went to Mary and she gave a 
miraculous birth; that he performed many miracles; that he was risen and that he will 
return. Does this not sound very similar to what many Christians believe? 

  

Regarding the return of Isa PBUH, some people might wonder why he will return and 
how this is possible when Muslims believe that the Prophet Mohammed PBUH was the 
final prophet. This issue is clarified in the Quran: 

  

ْستَقِّيم   َراط  مُّ ذَا صِّ ْلم  ل ِّلسهاَعةِّ فَََل تَْمتَُرنه بَِّها َواتهبِّعُونِّ ۚ َهٰ  َوإِّنههُ لَعِّ

And indeed, Jesus will be [a sign for] knowledge of the Hour, so be not in doubt of it, 
and follow Me. This is a straight path. (Surah Al Zukhruf: 61) 

  

Based on the above, it can be understood that from an Islamic point of view, Prophet 
Isa PBUH will return near the end of times as a sign to let people know that the day of 
judgement is near and will not come as a new Prophet or with any new message. 
According to some narrations, he will also kill the Dajjal (Anti Christ) and will be there at 
the time of Yajooj and Majooj (Gog and Magog). It is further mentioned that when it 
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comes to the final judgment, Allah will question Isa PBUH regarding what he said to the 
people: 

  

يَ  ذُونِّي َوأُم ِّ لنهاسِّ اتهخِّ يَسى اْبَن َمْريََم أَأَنَت قُْلَت لِّ ُ يَا عِّ ن ُدونِّ  َوإِّْذ قَاَل َّللاه َهْينِّ مِّ
ِّ ۖ قَاَل سُْبَحانََك َما يَكُوُن لِّي إِّلَٰ ْن أَقُوَل َما لَْيَس أَ  َّللاه

ي َوََل أَْعلَُم مَ  ٍ ۚ إِّن كُنُت قُْلتُهُ فَقَْد َعلِّْمتَهُ ۚ تَْعلَُم َما فِّي نَْفسِّ ُم اْلغُيُوبِّ لِّي بَِّحق  َك ۚ إِّنهَك أَنَت َعَله 5:116 –ا فِّي نَْفسِّ  

َ َرب ِّي َوَربهكُْم ۚ َوكُ َما قُْلُت لَُهْم إَِّله َما أَمَ  ا تََوفهْيتَنِّ ْرتَنِّي بِّهِّ أَنِّ اْعبُُدوا َّللاه ْم ۖ فَلَمه ا ُدْمُت فِّيهِّ يد ا مه ْم َشهِّ قِّيَب نُت َعلَْيهِّ ي كُنَت أَنَت الره
يد   ْم ۚ َوأَنَت َعلَٰى كُل ِّ َشْيٍء َشهِّ 5:117 –َعلَْيهِّ  

بَاُدَك ۖ وَ  ِّنهُهْم عِّ ْبُهْم فَإ يُز الْ إِّن تُعَذ ِّ يُم إِّن تَْغفِّْر لَُهْم فَإِّنهَك أَنَت اْلعَزِّ 5:118 –َحكِّ  

  

And [beware the Day] when Allah will say, “O Jesus, Son of Mary, did you say to the 
people, ‘Take me and my mother as deities besides Allah ?'” He will say, “Exalted are 
You! It was not for me to say that to which I have no right. If I had said it, You would 
have known it. You know what is within myself, and I do not know what is within 
Yourself. Indeed, it is You who is Knower of the unseen. 

  

I said not to them except what You commanded me – to worship Allah, my Lord and 
your Lord. And I was a witness over them as long as I was among them; but when You 
took me up, You were the Observer over them, and You are, over all things, Witness. 

If You should punish them – indeed they are Your servants; but if You forgive them – 
indeed it is You who is the Exalted in Might, the Wise. 

(Surah Al Maida: 116-118) 

  

Still, this is a broad topic and I am not a specialist on the Bible but if you would like to 
read more specifically and look at actual verses from the Bible regarding the crucifixion, 
perhaps it might be useful to check with others such as with this video by Abdurraheem 
Green who used to be a Christian. You can watch one of his videos about the crucifixion 
from here116. 

                                                             
116 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_Kbgdf-TLA  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_Kbgdf-TLA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G_Kbgdf-TLA
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In fact, he also has videos about prophesies in the Bible of the coming of the Prophet 
Mohammed PBUH. You can find out more from here117. 
 
 
 

  

                                                             
117 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzPbS0RCvBE  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzPbS0RCvBE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzPbS0RCvBE
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Q36: Why are men given preference over women in Islam? 
 
 
There is a great misunderstanding regarding the issue of men and women’s equality in 
Islam with people quoting various verses or narrations but without giving details of the 
context and /or incomplete information. Therefore, there are many myths and 
misconceptions regarding this issue. I will try to make reference to some myths and why 
they are not true. There may be more: 
  

1. If a man is hungry, he is allowed to eat his wife! 
  

This is probably the most outrageous myth that I have ever heard about Islam. I am by 
no means a scholar but I can assure you that Islam does not promote cannibalism in 
any shape or form! This fake news about a Saudi scholar did in fact reach popular news 
channels, which shows the lengths some people will go to fabricate evidence against 
Islam and Muslims. This does not help when people already have so much 
misunderstanding. You can read about what happened here118. 
  

2. Men are given a “higher status” than women: 
  

Some people have this misunderstanding due to the following verse: 

َجالُ  قََواُمونَ  َعلَى الن َِساءِ  بَِما فََضلَ  ّللَاُ  بَعَْضُهمْ  عَلَى   بَْعض   وَ بَِما أَنفَقُوا ِمنْ  أَْمَواِلِهمْ   الر ِ

Men are in charge of women by [right of] what Allah has given one over the other and 
what they spend [for maintenance] from their wealth. So righteous women are devoutly 
obedient, guarding in [the husband’s] absence what Allah would have them guard. 
(Surah Al Nisa 4:34) 

  

Some people misinterpret this and think that it suggests that men are given preference 
over women and are given a higher status. However, an explanation is given in the 
verse itself as men are given such a status as they are expected to earn and support 
their families financially and due to this additional responsibility they have a higher 
status. In some ways, this can happen not just from a religious point of view but even 
from a secular point of view. For example, an IT Technician who fixes computers and 
deals with user accounts will have many more privileges and access to computer 
systems than common users. However, they will be expected to do a lot more work with 

                                                             
118 https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/569514/Abdul-Aziz-bin-Abdullah-Saudi-Arabia-cleric-eat-wife-fatwa-
Islam  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2019/11/10/q35-why-are-men-given-preference-over-women-in-islam/
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/569514/Abdul-Aziz-bin-Abdullah-Saudi-Arabia-cleric-eat-wife-fatwa-Islam
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/569514/Abdul-Aziz-bin-Abdullah-Saudi-Arabia-cleric-eat-wife-fatwa-Islam
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/569514/Abdul-Aziz-bin-Abdullah-Saudi-Arabia-cleric-eat-wife-fatwa-Islam
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those extra privileges. In the end, what matters is how much effort they put into their 
jobs and how well they do them and not how much additional privilege they are given. 
Likewise, men might be given some additional privileges over women but that does not 
make them better than them. It is up to the individual men and women how well they 
perform their duties and how much effort they put and whether they do that with true 
sincerity or not. 

  

3. Women must always obey their husbands 
  

This is not strictly true as there are cases where if the husband asks his wife to do 
something wrong, then she is not obliged to obey him. An example is the following 
narration: 

  

Hind, the mother of Mu’awiyah, came to the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) and said: ‘Abu 
Sufyan is a stingy person. He does not give me as much (money) as suffices me and 
my children. Is there any harm to me if I take something from his property? He said: 
Take as much as suffices you and your children according to the custom. (Sunan Abi 
Dawud 3532). In fact, there is a narration by Omar, the second Caliph and great 
companion of the Prophet PBUH (Peace Be Upon Him) where he mentioned: “We, the 
people of Quraish used to have the upper hand over our wives, but when we came to 
the Ansar, we found that their women had the upper hand over their men, so our 
women also started learning the ways of the Ansari women. I shouted at my wife and 
she retorted against me and I disliked that she should answer me back. She said to me, 
‘Why are you so surprised at my answering you back? By Allah, the wives of the 
Prophet answer him back and some of them may leave (does not speak to) him 
throughout the day till the night.’ The narration is quite long but you can read the whole 
narration from here119. 
  

These narrations (and others) show that women should not “blind follow” their husbands 
and that women can in fact have their own opinions and agree /disagree on various 
issues. Please note that this is a very general ruling. I am not a scholar and I am by no 
means endorsing the idea that wives should disobey and /or argue their husbands! For 
specific rulings on various situations, please check with Muslim scholars. 

                                                             
119 https://sunnah.com/bukhari/67/125  

https://sunnah.com/bukhari/67/125
https://sunnah.com/bukhari/67/125
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4. Men are allowed to beat their wives: 
  

Some people have this sort of misunderstanding perhaps due to the following verse: 

  

َوالَلتِي تََخافُونَ  نُشُوَزهُنَ  فَِعظُوهُنَ  َواْهُجُروهُنَ  فِي الَْمَضاِجعِ  َواضْ ِربُوهُنَ  ۖ فَِإنْ  أََطْعنَكُمْ  فََل  تَْبغُوا عَلَيِْهنَ  َسبِيًل  ۗ إِنَ  ّللَاَ  َكانَ  
 (34) َعِليًّا َكبِيًرا
But those [wives] from whom you fear arrogance – [first] advise them; [then if they 
persist], forsake them in bed; and [finally], strike them. But if they obey you [once more], 
seek no means against them. Indeed, Allah is ever Exalted and Grand. (Surah Al Nisa 
4:34) 

  

There are many synonyms for “strike” such as “beat”, “hit”, “blow”, “push” and many 
more. If you ever look at some sports such as boxing, you will find even more such as 
“(light) jab” and “knockout punch”. Also, there are cultural meanings as it can be a sign 
of respect in the UK if someone manages to “pat” someone on their back for their hard 
work and effort. This does not mean that it is respectful to “hit” someone. Based on this 
understanding, the “strike” in this context does not mean that husbands can beat their 
wives and put them in great pain but it is more of a symbolic beating. On the contrary, 
the Prophet PBUH gave an example of this by enjoining kind treatment and honouring 
of one’s wife, and he described the best of people as those who are best to their wives. 
He said: “The best of you are those who are the best to their wives, and I am the best of 
you to my wives.” (Narrated by al-Tirmidhi, 3895; Ibn Maajah, 1977; classed as saheeh 
by al-Albaani in Saheeh al-Tirmidhi). Having said that, there is no narration of the 
Prophet PBUH beating any of his wives under any circumstances. 

  

5. Men are allowed to give their wives “triple Talaq”: 
  

Some Muslims perhaps due to lack of Islamic education seem to think that divorcing a 
woman means that they must simply say “Talaq! Talaq! Talaq! (i.e.: Divorce! Divorce! 
Divorce!)” and with this, they can end a marriage very easily within a matter of seconds. 
This has paved the way for people to suggest that preference is given to men in Islam 
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but again this is purely a myth and has nothing to do with Islam. You can get a much 
better explanation of the Islamic rulings and procedure for divorce from here120. 
  

6. Men are allowed to lead women in prayer but women are not allowed to lead men: 
  

There is a misunderstanding that as there are officially no female Imams (person who 
leads the prayer) and some people have complained about this, suggesting that Islam 
gives preference to men over women. Something to think about however is that there is 
no female Pope, no female Jewish Rabbi, no female Dalai Lama, no female Hindu Baba 
and no female Sikh Guru. Why then should people simply focus on there being no 
female Imam? Something else to think about is that when people go for prayer, they 
stand in very close proximity to each other so that they are “shoulder to shoulder” and 
they stand in rows. Imagine if a man were to stand “shoulder to shoulder” with a woman 
and that he could look down closely at a female “Imam” as she kneels down in prayer in 
front of him, possibly touching her in such close proximity. Do you really think the man 
would be thinking much about the prayer then or would he be thinking about other 
things? 

  

7. Women cannot be leaders over men 
  

This is somewhat similar to the previous myth but again is not true. There was a female 
companion of the Prophet PBUH, Umm Haram bint Milhan, who led a sea battle and is 
buried in Cyprus (there is a fairly long narration about this, which you can read 
from here121). There are also many other women from Islamic history who were leaders 
such as Razia Sultana who was the leader over large parts of what is now India, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan and coins were even minted with her name. 
Likewise, during the time of the Ottoman Empire in Europe, many women enjoyed high 
status in society and had a great influence, such as Roxelana /Harum Sultan, who was 
the wife of Sultan Suleman the Magnificent during the 16th century. Compare this to 
England for example, whereby women were not allowed to divorce their husbands until 
1857 and were not allowed to own their property until 1882, which was much later. 
  

8. Men are given twice the inheritance as women: 
  

                                                             
120 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZOhqrq46k0  
121 https://sunnah.com/urn/509990  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZOhqrq46k0
https://sunnah.com/urn/509990
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZOhqrq46k0
https://sunnah.com/urn/509990
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This ruling does in fact exist but that does not mean that men are given preference over 
women as they are given double their inheritance. While this is true, it is also true that 
from an Islamic point of view, it is the man’s duty to provide for and support the family 
whereas women are not obliged to give any of their money to anyone. In the end, who 
gets more then? 

  

9. The Prophet PBUH mentioned that if people were allowed to bow down to others, he 
would have asked women to bow down to their husbands: 

  

This narration is also true as there is a narration where the Prophet PBUH said: Had it 
been permissible that a person may prostrate himself before another, I would have 
ordered that a wife should prostrate herself before her husband. (Al-Tirmidhi Hadith 
285 Narrated by Abu Hurayrah). While this might suggest that men are given preference 
to women, it is important not to look at narrations in isolation and to also look at other 
very important narrations. For example, Abu Huraira reported that a person came to the 
Prophet PBUH and said: Who among the people is most deserving of a fine treatment 
from my hand? He said: Your mother. He again said: Then who (is the next one)? He 
said: Again it is your mother (who deserves the best treatment from you). He said: Then 
who (is the next one)? He (the Holy Prophet) said: Again, it is your mother. He (again) 
said: Then who? Thereupon he said: Then it is your father. In the hadith transmitted on 
the authority of Qutalba, there is no mention of the word “the people”. (Book 32, Number 
6180). The Prophet PBUH also said: “The Best Of You Are Those Who Are Best To 
Their Women.” (Sunan al-Tirmidhī 1162). 

  

From the above, it can be seen that women have a very high status in Islam (sometimes 
they can be higher than men) but that does not undermine or lower the status of men. 
From the narration, it can be seen that men have in fact got a high status and are to be 
respected as well as they provide for and look after their families. 

  

10. Two female witnesses are equivalent to one male witness: 
  

This refers to part of the longest verse in the Quran (Surah Baqara 2:282) where it is 
mentioned: 
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“…Let his guardian dictate faithfully, and get two witnesses, out of your own men, and if 
there are not two men, then a man and two women, such as ye choose, for witnesses, 
so that if one of them errs, the other can remind her…”. (you can read the entire verse 
from here) 

  

When reading this verse in context, it refers specifically to financial matters. From an 
Islamic point of view, men are expected to provide for the family so as a whole, they are 
more experienced in this regard. That does not mean that in all cases two female 
witnesses are equivalent to one male witness and /or that women are less able than 
men. A clear example of this was Khadija, the first wife of the Prophet PBUH. She was 
a successful business woman and the Prophet PBUH used to work for her before they 
were married. 
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Q37: Why did the Prophet PBUH go on so many battles and did he commit “war 
crimes”? 
 
At first glance, when reading about the life of the Prophet PBUH (Peace Be Upon Him), 
it looks like after migrating to Medina from Makkah, he spent most of his time fighting 
battles. Some people might think that such actions were done as the Prophet PBUH 
was weaker in Makkah and that when he went to Medina and had more followers, that 
was an opportunity to build an army and start fighting. They might also think that as the 
majority of his companions had little or no military experience beforehand and lived in a 
very corrupt society, that they were inhuman and /or committed “war crimes”. These 
claims however are not true and I will try to explain why. I have put links at the bottom of 
the page to some video series’ that might help to find more information as this is a very 
broad topic. As always, please feel free to do your own background reading on the 
topic. 

  

First of all, people should remember that since the beginning of time, there have always 
been conflicts and wars of some sort with those being bigger and more serious than 
others. It might sound like a lot of battles when looking through the list of battles such as 
“The Battle of Badr”, “The Battle of Uhud”, “The Battle of Hunain”, “The Battle of Tabuk” 
and many more. However, sometimes there are a few wars but they can be very long 
and be much more serious. Some of the most serious wars in recent times were World 
War I (lasted for 4 years) and World War II (lasted for 6 years). Both were very serious 
with millions of deaths and casualties from many countries. However, there were many 
more serious wars throughout history such as the “War of the Roses” (32 years from 
1455-1487) and the “Hundred Year War” (116 years from 1337-1453). There have been 
even more violent wars in more recent times as well such as the war in Bosnia whereby 
many Serbs killed many Bosnian Muslims between 1992 and 1995 and in later years, 
people were convicted of war crimes (you can find more about this genocide 
from here122)  and the subsequent life sentence given in 2019 from here123). Although 
not at the same scale, a similar event took place in Kosovo in 1999 during the time of 
President Milosevic. 
  

From an Islamic perspective, the Prophet PBUH took part in many battles all of which 
had different reasons. In order to better understand the exact reasons for each battle 
and why they took place, I would advise the reader to do their own background reading 
into this as it requires a fair amount of research (still you can get an overview from some 
of the videos from the links at the bottom of this article). I will mention a few general 
points here however. 

                                                             
122 https://www.britannica.com/event/Bosnian-War  
123 https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/20/world/europe/radovan-karadzic-bosnia-un-tribunal.html  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2019/11/23/q37-why-did-the-prophet-pbuh-go-on-so-many-battles-and-did-he-commit-war-crimes/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2019/11/23/q37-why-did-the-prophet-pbuh-go-on-so-many-battles-and-did-he-commit-war-crimes/
https://www.britannica.com/event/Bosnian-War
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/20/world/europe/radovan-karadzic-bosnia-un-tribunal.html
https://www.britannica.com/event/Bosnian-War
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/20/world/europe/radovan-karadzic-bosnia-un-tribunal.html
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Notice that before taking any form of military action, the Prophet PBUH remained 
patient and did not fight back for a very long time (many of the companions were 
persecuted in Makkah and he remained patient for 10 years without taking any military 
action). Some people might say that this was because there were fewer companions at 
the time and that they did not have as much power until they migrated to Medina. 
However, this is not strictly true as there were some very strong and influential 
companions such as Omar ibn Al Khattab and Hamza ibn Abdul Muttalib (the uncle of 
the Prophet PBUH and great supporter of Islam and Muslims). 

  

In extreme cases, people are permitted to resist. It is mentioned in the Quran: 

  

 أُِذنَ  ِللَِذينَ  يُقَاتَلُونَ  بِأَنَُهمْ  ظُِلُموا ۚ َوإِنَ  ّللَاَ  َعلَى   نَْصِرِهمْ  لَقَِدير   )39)
(39) Permission [to fight] has been given to those who are being fought, because they 
were wronged. And indeed, Allah is competent to give them victory. (Surah Al Hajj: 39) 

  

As much as possible, the Prophet PBUH tried to negotiate things peacefully rather than 
fighting, even if that meant sometimes letting the enemy have the “upper hand”. An 
example of this was the “Treaty of Hudaibiya” (you can find out more from here124). 
Among other things, the Prophet PBUH had a dream that he was visiting Makkah with 
his companions but made the treaty, which meant that he had to return without visiting 
the Holy Mosque. The companions were very upset and when he asked them to return, 
they did not listen to him so Umm Salama (one of the wives of the Prophet PBUH) 
suggested that he should shave his head first and leave, which is what he did and then 
finally others did the same. There were many such terms that seemed to favour the 
non-Muslims at the time. Likewise, before going on any battle to a foreign land, the 
Prophet PBUH sent out letters to the leaders inviting them to Islam. Evidence of this can 
still be seen, such as with the letter that the Prophet PBUH sent to Muqawqas, the 
leader of Egypt at the time. The original letter can still be seen at the Islamic Museum at 
the Topkapi Palace in Istanbul, Turkey. 
  

The Prophet PBUH was by no means trying to simply seek fame and fortune. This can 
be seen even from a secular /archaeological point of view as well. For example, much 

                                                             
124 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEbDPM93s4s  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEbDPM93s4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEbDPM93s4s
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of the Middle Eastern region now covered by Saudi Arabia did not really have much of a 
history as they mostly consisted to warring tribes and they did not build any major 
structures or make advances in science and technology, unlike their neighbouring 
countries such as in the region of Iraq or Iran. Despite this, after the death of the 
Prophet PBUH, the Muslims were united and managed to defeat both the Romans and 
the Persians, two of the strongest empires in the world. However, they did not simply 
loot the people and /or steal their resources. This can be seen as people have found 
many personal belongings of the Prophet PBUH and his companions, such as the bowl 
that he ate from, the clothes that his companions wore and the swords that they had. 
Many of these items can still be seen at the Islamic Museum at the Topkapi Palace in 
Istanbul, Turkey. If the Prophet PBUH simply wanted fame and fortune, his personal 
belongings would have been much more extravagant. Likewise, he did not leave any 
monarchy afterwards. In fact, none of his children survived after his death except for his 
daughter, Fatima, may Allah be pleased with her. Compare this to how the British for 
example looted India and used the money that they gained to fund the Industrial 
revolution and establish their textile industry, leaving India to become a much poorer 
country (you can watch a video by an Indian politician, Shashi Tharoor, explaining this 
in more detail at Oxford University in the UK from here125) 
  

When it came to fighting however, the Prophet PBUH did in fact set some ground rules, 
as he mentioned: “O people! I charge you with ten rules; learn them well! 

  

Stop, O people, that I may give you ten rules for your guidance in the battlefield. Do not 
commit treachery or deviate from the right path. You must not mutilate dead bodies. 
Neither kill a child, nor a woman, nor an aged man. Bring no harm to the trees, nor burn 
them with fire, especially those which are fruitful. Slay not any of the enemy’s flock, 
save for your food. You are likely to pass by people who have devoted their lives to 
monastic services; leave them alone. (Aboul-Enein, H. Yousuf and Zuhur, 
Sherifa, Islamic Rulings on Warfare, p. 22, Strategic Studies Institute, US Army War 
College, Diane Publishing Co., Darby PA, ISBN 1-4289-1039-5) 
  

It was narrated from ‘Ikrimah that ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) burned some 
people. News of that reached Ibn ‘Abbaas and he said: If it were me, I would not have 
burned them, because the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said: 
“Do not punish with the punishment of Allah.” And I would have executed them as the 
Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said: “Whoever changes his 
religion, then execute him.” (Narrated by al-Bukhari 3017). 

                                                             
125 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7CW7S0zxv4  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7CW7S0zxv4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/1-4289-1039-5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7CW7S0zxv4
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In some ways, this is also a way of reducing the casualties and reduce the amount of 
damage to people, wildlife and the environment. This is in complete contrast to what 
often happens in wars today such as with nuclear bombs being dropped. Two very 
famous examples include the nuclear bombs that were dropped on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in Japan during World War II. Some of the pictures of the casualties are quite 
horrific. Likewise, nuclear bombs were dropped on Iraq, which not only killed many 
people but also led to many children being born with birth defects. A famous example of 
this was at the “Frankenstein Hospital” in Iraq (you can see the pictures yourself if you 
want but be aware that some of the images are quite disturbing). 

  

When there is a war, there are also hostages and POWs (Prisoners of War). So how did 
the Prophet PBUH deal with such people? An example can be seen with the case of 
Thumama ibn Uthal, who was the head of a tribe in Yamama (now in the South of 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia). He was kept inside the Prophet’s Mosque in Medina and was 
released after about 3 days –he then converted to Islam. Compare that to how many 
POWs and hostages are treated nowadays. In recent times for example, there have 
been many crimes such as at Guantanamo Bay where many innocent people were 
captured and tortured without trial. You can read about a detainee after his release 
from here126.  Likewise, during the Iraq War in 2003 many crimes were committed 
against ordinary Iraqi Civilians at Abu Gharaib Prison as they were stripped, beaten, 
tortured, mocked and much more. This is despite the crimes being committed by many 
American soldiers who were sent to liberate the people and had undergone extensive 
military training by one of the most (if not the most) advanced military in the world. You 
can find out more about this from this documentary, The Ghosts of Abu Gharaib 
from here127. 
  

War is very serious but as explained earlier, the Prophet PBUH showed humility and 
forbade the mutilation of dead bodies. He also advised people to respect the dead as he 
said: “Breaking the bone of one who is dead is like breaking it when he is alive.” 
Narrated by Abu Dawood (3207) and Ibn Maajah (1616) from the hadeeth of ‘Aa’ishah; 
classed as saheeh by al-Albaani in Saheeh Abi Dawood. In complete contrast to this, 
during the 1960s, the French committed various atrocities such as chopping off the 
heads of many Moroccan people, which they displayed on a wall and took a photo of. 

                                                             
126 https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/long-after-his-release-an-ex-detainee-struggles-with-
guantanamos-torturous-clutches/2018/04/25/84dfa51e-3dab-11e8-955b-7d2e19b79966_story.html  
127 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ucVvqOVwZI%20and%20also%20https://edition.cnn.com/2013/10/30/worl
d/meast/iraq-prison-abuse-scandal-fast-facts/index.html  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/long-after-his-release-an-ex-detainee-struggles-with-guantanamos-torturous-clutches/2018/04/25/84dfa51e-3dab-11e8-955b-7d2e19b79966_story.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ucVvqOVwZI%20and%20also%20https://edition.cnn.com/2013/10/30/world/meast/iraq-prison-abuse-scandal-fast-facts/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/long-after-his-release-an-ex-detainee-struggles-with-guantanamos-torturous-clutches/2018/04/25/84dfa51e-3dab-11e8-955b-7d2e19b79966_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/long-after-his-release-an-ex-detainee-struggles-with-guantanamos-torturous-clutches/2018/04/25/84dfa51e-3dab-11e8-955b-7d2e19b79966_story.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ucVvqOVwZI%20and%20also%20https://edition.cnn.com/2013/10/30/world/meast/iraq-prison-abuse-scandal-fast-facts/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ucVvqOVwZI%20and%20also%20https://edition.cnn.com/2013/10/30/world/meast/iraq-prison-abuse-scandal-fast-facts/index.html
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The people at the time were proud of their actions and used this photo as a postage 
stamp for sending mail around the world. 

  

 

  

There were many more disturbing photos taken of French atrocities committed in 
Algeria, such as mutilating dead bodies, soldiers proudly playing with the heads of 
people that had been cut off, soldiers happily posing with women after presumably 
raping them and more. Such incidents still took place in more recent time such as 
during the Iraq War in 2003 whereby American soldiers happily posed and took photos 
with the dead bodies of Iraqi Civilians who had been killed at Abu Gharaib Prison. 
Likewise, in Afghanistan, soldiers were found urinating on dead bodies in Afghanistan. 
You can find out more from here128. 
  

                                                             
128 http://%28https//www.theguardian.com/world/2012/sep/24/us-marines-charged-dead-taliban  



   
 

 
 103 

So how did the Prophet PBUH deal with his companions during war? Firstly, he clearly 
valued quality over quantity in terms of people who actually joined him in battle. It is 
mentioned in the Quran: 

  

نَ   ائَة   يَْغلِّ بُوا أَْلف ا م ِّ نكُم م ِّ ائَتَْينِّ  ۚ َوإِّن يَكُن م ِّ بُوا مِّ ْشُرونَ  َصابُِّرونَ  يَْغلِّ نكُمْ  عِّ تَالِّ  ۚ إِّن يَكُن م ِّ نِّينَ  َعَلى اْلقِّ ضِّ  اْلُمْؤمِّ يَا أَيَُّها النهبِّيُّ  َحر ِّ
ينَ  َكفَُروا بِّأَنهُهمْ  قَْوم   َله  يَْفقَُهونَ   (65) الهذِّ
  

(65) O Prophet, urge the believers to battle. If there are among you twenty [who are] 
steadfast, they will overcome two hundred. And if there are among you one hundred 
[who are] steadfast, they will overcome a thousand of those who have disbelieved 
because they are a people who do not understand. 

  

Also, 

  

نَ  َكثِّيَرةٍ  ۙ َويَْومَ  ُحنَْينٍ  ۙ إِّذْ  أَْعَجبَتْكُمْ  َكثَْرتُكُمْ  فَلَمْ  تُْغنِّ  َعنكُمْ  َشْيئ ا َوَضاقَتْ  َعلَْيكُمُ  اْۡلَْرضُ  بَِّما َرُحبَتْ  ثُمه   ُ  فِّي َمَواطِّ لَقَدْ  نََصَركُمُ  َّللاه
ينَ  ْدبِّرِّ  (25) َولهْيتُم مُّ
  

(25) Allah has already given you victory in many regions and [even] on the day of 
Hunayn, when your great number pleased you, but it did not avail you at all, and the 
earth was confining for you with its vastness; then you turned back, fleeing. 

  

The Prophet PBUH took the best of his companions to battle, leading the battles 
himself. He did not simply force people to join the battles and /or do all sorts of things 
that they did not want to do. The Prophet PBUH treated his companions well and did not 
mock them and /or force them to participate against their will. An interesting example of 
this was Hassan ibn Thabit who was noble companion of the Prophet PBUH and one of 
the greatest poets of the time. Despite this, he could not fight and did not take part in 
any battle. In fact, during the Battle of the Trench, women, children and elder men who 
could not fight stayed behind in a building and he was among them. In fact, when it was 
found that there was a spy watching them and he was asked to do something, he was 
unable to so Safiya, the aunt of the Prophet PBUH had to go and deal with the spy 
instead. Despite this, nobody mocked him and /or accused him of being any less of a 
man or of being a “coward”. 

http://quran.ksu.edu.sa/translations/english/185.html?a=1225
http://quran.ksu.edu.sa/translations/english/185.html?a=1225
http://quran.ksu.edu.sa/translations/english/185.html?a=1225
http://quran.ksu.edu.sa/translations/english/190.html?a=1260
http://quran.ksu.edu.sa/translations/english/190.html?a=1260
http://quran.ksu.edu.sa/translations/english/190.html?a=1260
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The Prophet PBUH also valued the lives of his companions and also family values. For 
example, Othman ibn Affan, a noble companion of the Prophet PBUH and the third 
Caliph of Islam, did not take part in the Battle of Badr as he was given specific orders to 
look after his wife who was also the daughter of the Prophet PBUH. Also, as serious as 
any battles were, the Prophet PBUH did not want children to be involved in the fighting. 
An example was during the Battle of the Trench. The only one who stood up to fight was 
Ali ibn Abu Talib, a noble companion of the Prophet PBUH and the fourth Caliph. At the 
time, he was very young, so the Prophet PBUH told him to sit down and asked again. 
After asking 3 times and seeing that nobody stood up, he allowed him to fight. This was 
only done as a last resort. 

  

Objectives and instructions were made clear to everyone such as in the Battle of Uhud. 
The Prophet PBUH advised his companions who were on an arch not to come down 
until he tells them to (the “Archer’s Hill” can still be seen today in Medina). However, 
they did not listen to him and came down early. The Prophet PBUH nearly got killed 
because of this mistake but still remained patient and did not give up on his 
companions. That does not mean however that the Prophet PBUH never took anything 
seriously. As an example, during the Battle of Tabuk, 3 companions did not take part. 
Later, they confessed and one of them was given a penalty by being completely 
“boycotted” by everyone around him. It is mentioned in the Quran: 

  

َ  ِمنَ  ّللَاِ  إاِلَ  إِلَْيهِ   َوَعلَى الثََلثَ ةِ  الَِذينَ  ُخل ِفُوا َحتَى   إِذَا َضاقَتْ  َعلَْيِهمُ  اْْلَْرضُ  بِمَ ا َرُحبَتْ  َوَضاقَتْ  َعلَْيِهمْ  أَنفُسُُهمْ  َوظَنُّوا أَن الَ  َمْلَجأ
 (118)ثُمَ  تَابَ  َعلَْيِهمْ  لِيَتُوبُوا ۚ إِنَ  ّللَاَ  هُوَ  التََوابُ  الَرِحيمُ  
  
(118) And [He also forgave] the three who were left behind [and regretted their error] to 
the point that the earth closed in on them in spite of its vastness and their souls 
confined them and they were certain that there is no refuge from Allah except in Him. 
Then He turned to them so they could repent. Indeed, Allah is the Accepting of 
repentance, the Merciful. (Surah Al Taubah: 118) 

  

This is a very long narration, but you can read it from here129. Notice how much trust the 
Prophet PBUH built up with his companions. The companion who did not participate 
could have easily lied and not been given any penalty but he still preferred to do this 
and be honest. 

                                                             
129 https://sunnah.com/muslim/50/62  

https://sunnah.com/muslim/50/62
https://sunnah.com/muslim/50/62
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During the Battle of the Trench, one of his companions, Salman Al Farisi (he was from 
“Faris”, which is now Persia /Iran) suggested to the Prophet PBUH to make a ditch. This 
act in itself explains a lot about the Prophet PBUH and how he dealt with matters during 
battles. Notice how approachable the Prophet PBUH was. Not only did he listen to his 
companions but he could also be approached and spoken to directly rather than always 
needing the companions to speak to a “superior” first (there were many more senior 
companions at the time). Also, the Prophet PBUH did not want companions who would 
blindly follow orders and /or simply force them to do other tasks. 

  

The Prophet PBUH also gave authority to the right people. An example of this was with 
Khalid ibn Al Walid, who was the greatest general in Islamic history and was also the 
reason why the Muslims lost the Battle of Uhud (he was not Muslim at the time). Even 
as a Muslim, he was never famous for his acts of worship but the Prophet PBUH 
recognized his military ability so gave him the authority to plan and lead battles. 

  

Despite what was mentioned above, some people still hold the view that certain 
companions of the Prophet PBUH unlawfully took leadership and did not treat the 
people of Persia well. Most notably, there are people who do not like Omar ibn Al 
Khattab, a noble companion of the Prophet PBUH and the second Caliph of Islam and 
have even built a Shrine in Iran dedicated to Abu Lulu /Fairuz Nahavandi, a Persian fire 
worshiper who killed him, and they hold celebrations every year to celebrate his death. 
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There is ample evidence to disprove such claims. This is one of them. The Messenger 
of Allah PBUH said: “Abu Bakr is in Paradise, ‘Omar is in Paradise, ‘Uthman is in 
Paradise, ‘Ali is in Paradise, Talhah is in Paradise, Az-Zubair is in Paradise, ‘Abdur-
Rahman bin ‘Awf is in Paradise, Sa’d bin Abi Waqqas is in Paradise, Sa’eed is in 
Paradise, and Abu ‘Ubaidah bin Al-Jarrah is in Paradise.” (Al Tirmithi 3747). Also, the 
Prophet PBUH ascended the mountain of Uhud and he was accompanied by Abu Bakr, 
`Omar and `Uthman. The mountain shook beneath them. The Prophet PBUH hit it with 
his foot and said, “O Uhud ! Be firm, for on you there is none but a Prophet, a Siddiq 
and a martyr (i.e. and two martyrs). “Siddiq” was a name given to Abu Bakr, the first 
Caliph. One of the martyrs then was Omar ibn Al Khattab, who was also on the 
mountain. (Al Bukhari 3686) 

  

Those who have studied his life, would see things differently. For example, Michael 
Hart, an American Historian, published his book “The 100: a ranking of the 100 most 
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influential people in history” and ranked the Prophet Mohammed PBUH in the top 
position. In addition to this, he ranked Omar ibn Al Khattab in the 8 th position. Also, if 
one looks at history, they will find that Persians have played an important role in Islamic 
history especially during the Abbasid Era (roughly the mid-8th Century to the 
13th Century). Some examples include Abu Bakr Al Razi (one of the greatest Muslim 
doctor), Omar Al Khayyam (a great mathematician and poet), Imam Abu Hanifa (one of 
the greatest Muslim scholars and one of the “Four Imams”), Imam Al Tabbarri (one of 
the greatest classical Islamic scholars) and many more. In addition to this, many ancient 
monuments, heritage and even religion from pre Islamic times still exist. For example, 
much of the ancient heritage at Persepolis (the ancient Persian capital) still exists today; 
the tomb of Cyrus the Great (one of the greatest Persian leaders) also exists and the 
ancient Zoroastrian /Parsi religion still exists with many followers, not only in Iran but in 
other places such as in India. If Omar ibn Al Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, 
was really as evil as people believe him to be, would such things have survived and so 
many Persians hold such a high status? Even from a secular point of view, why would 
people hold annual celebrations to celebrate somebody’s death? 
  

I have no doubt that not all Muslims are good and /or practice the religion the way it 
should be practiced and therefore might have committed some forms of war crimes in 
later generations. It is interesting however to see that even in later years, there were 
Muslim leaders who went into battle and still showed humility when fighting. An example 
of that was when Muslims went to Spain. At the time, the land was under the control of 
the Vandals and the Jews living there at the time asked the Muslim leaders in North 
Africa to assist them and to rule over them. In fact, there is a very famous hall in the 
Alhambra Palace in Granada, Spain, where there is a statue of 12 lions. When I visited 
the place, the Spanish tour guide who was not Muslim explained that the statue was 
given as a gift to the Muslims by the Jews in the community at the time as they were 
pleased with the way that the Muslims treated them. However, perhaps not everyone 
has studied this part of history. As I mentioned earlier, this is a very broad topic but here 
are some links for further reading: 
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Further reading: 

  

The Sealed Nectar (bestselling biography of the Prophet PBUH) 

Seerah –Biography of the Prophet PBUH series (Treaty of 
Hudaibiya): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEbDPM93s4s (other videos about the 
Prophet PBUH including battles can also be seen from the same series such as from 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y22vp9pp8JE&list=PLC89682017B43845D) 
Lives of the Sahaba (companions of the Prophet 
PBUH): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yASuD-M-
pFU&list=PLYOnU0Yk8VGYcnIPK6fo1Bke7k_geYCfA 
An Islamic History of Europe 

Cities of Light (The Rise and Fall of Islam in Spain) 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEbDPM93s4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y22vp9pp8JE&list=PLC89682017B43845D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yASuD-M-pFU&list=PLYOnU0Yk8VGYcnIPK6fo1Bke7k_geYCfA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yASuD-M-pFU&list=PLYOnU0Yk8VGYcnIPK6fo1Bke7k_geYCfA
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Q38: Why should people follow Islam when there are many religions that are older? 
 
Many people mistakenly think that the Prophet Mohammed PBUH (Peace Be Upon 
Him) was the founder of Islam and that it was a new religion at the time. While this 
might be been somewhat new to people at the time who did not practise Islam and 
worshiped idols, the religion itself is not really new. 

“Islam” itself means “submitting one’s will to God”. However, the root word is “Salaam”, 
which means “Peace”. According to this, the one who submits himself /herself to God is 
a Muslim, even if that means that they came before the time of the Prophet PBUH. 
From an Islamic point of view, all previous prophets who were sent before including Nuh 
(Noah), Ibrahim (Abraham), Yusuf (Joseph), Musa (Moses) and others. This goes back 
all the way to the first human, Adam PBUH and beyond that to before the existence of 
time. The stories of these prophets are also very similar. Therefore, they are known as 
the “Abrahamic Faiths” and Muslims recognize Jews and Christians as “Ahl Al Kitab 
/People of the Book”. In fact, nobody can be a true Muslim without believing in the 
previous prophets and religious scriptures. This is clarified in the following verse: 

  
يَل َوإِّْسَحاَق َويَْعقُوَب وَ  يَم َوإِّْسَماعِّ َل إِّلَٰى إِّْبَراهِّ َل إِّلَْيَنا َوَما أُنزِّ ِّ َوَما أُنزِّ يَسٰى َوَما أُوتَِّي اْۡلَْسبَاطِّ َوَما أُوتَِّي ُموَسىٰ قُولُوا آَمنها بِّاَّلله  َوعِّ

ْنُهْم َونَْحُن لَهُ ُمْسلُِّمونَ  ُق بَْيَن أََحٍد م ِّ ْم ََل نُفَر ِّ ب ِّهِّ ن ره  النهبِّيُّوَن مِّ

“Say, [O believers], ‘We have believed in Allah and what has been revealed to us and 
what has been revealed to Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the 
Descendants and what was given to Moses and Jesus and what was given to the 
prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction between any of them, and we are 
Muslims [in submission] to Him” [al-Baqarah 136] 

  

From an Islamic point of view, prophets were sent to all nations. It is mentioned in the 
Quran: 

  

َي بَْينَُهم بِّاْلقِّْسطِّ َوهُْم ََل يُْظلَُمونَ  ِّذَا َجاَء َرسُولُُهْم قُضِّ سُول  ۖ فَإ ٍة ره  َولِّكُل ِّ أُمه

“And for every nation there is a messenger.” (Yunus:47) 

  

ير  إِّنها أَْرَسْلنَاكَ  ٍة إَِّله َخََل فِّيَها نَذِّ ْن أُمه ا ۚ َوإِّن م ِّ ير  ا َونَذِّ ير  ِّ بَشِّ   بِّاْلَحق 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2019/12/16/q38-why-should-people-follow-islam-when-there-are-many-religions-that-are-older/
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“And there is not a people but a warner has gone among them.” (Fatir:24) 

  

Also, it is mentioned in the Quran that the Prophet Mohammed PBUH was prophesised, 
especially in the Abrahamic Faiths: 

  

ًرا بَِرسُول   يَأْتِي ِمن بَْعِدي  قًا ل َِما بَْينَ  يََديَ  ِمنَ  التَْوَراةِ  َوُمبَش ِ َصد ِ َوإِذْ  قَالَ  ِعيَسى اْبنُ  َمْريَمَ  يَا بَنِي إِْسَرائِيلَ  إِن ِي َرسُولُ  ّللَاِ  إِلَْيكُم مُّ
بِين   ذَا ِسْحر   مُّ

  اْسُمهُ  أَْحَمدُ  ۖ فَلََما َجاَءهُم بِاْلبَي ِ نَاتِ  قَالُوا َه 
  

And [mention] when Jesus, the son of Mary, said, “O children of Israel, indeed I am the 
messenger of Allah to you confirming what came before me of the Torah and bringing 
good tidings of a messenger to come after me, whose name is Ahmad.” But when he 
came to them with clear evidences, they said, “This is obvious magic.” (Al Saf: 8) 

  

To clarify, the name “Ahmad” is a variant of the name “Mohammed” as they come from 
the same root word, “Hamd” –i.e.: to praise. “Mohammed” then is “the one who is 
praised”. 

  

From an Islamic point of view, religious scripts were sent before but over time were 
changed and /or doctrines changed. There is a verse where Jesus PBUH is being 
asked about his message to the Christians and if he asked to be worshipped: 

  

And [beware the Day] when Allah will say, “O Jesus, Son of Mary, did you say to the 
people, ‘Take me and my mother as deities besides Allah?'” He will say, “Exalted are 
You! It was not for me to say that to which I have no right. If I had said it, You would 
have known it. You know what is within myself, and I do not know what is within 
Yourself. Indeed, it is You who is Knower of the unseen. I said not to them except what 
You commanded me – to worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord. And I was a witness 
over them as long as I was among them; but when You took me up, You were the 
Observer over them, and You are, over all things, Witness. If You should punish them – 
indeed they are Your servants; but if You forgive them – indeed it is You who is the 
Exalted in Might, the Wise. (Al Maida: 116-118) 
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I am not a specialist on the topic but perhaps you can find out more from here130. 
  

Based on the above, from an Islamic point of view, people (especially from the 
Abrahamic Faiths) should follow the teachings of the Prophet Mohammed PBUH, who 
confirmed the messages of the previous prophets and messengers and brought the final 
revelation: 

  

ثْم   ۙ فَِإنَ  ّللَاَ   ِ ْسَلمَ  ِدينًا ۚ فََمنِ  اْضطُرَ  فِي َمْخَمَصة   غَْيرَ  مُ تََجانِف   ّل ِ اْليَْومَ  أَْكَمْلتُ  لَكُمْ  ِدينَكُمْ  َوأَتَْمْمتُ  َعلَْيكُمْ  نِْعَمتِي َوَرِضيتُ  لَكُمُ  اّْلِ
 َغفُور   َرِحيم  

This day I have perfected for you your religion and completed My favor upon you and 
have approved for you Islam as religion. But whoever is forced by severe hunger with 
no inclination to sin – then indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful. (Al Maida: 3) 

  

It is also mentioned: 

ِكن َرسُولَ  ّللَاِ  َوَخاتَمَ  النَبِي ِينَ  ۗ َوَكانَ  ّللَاُ  بِكُل ِ  َشْيء   َعِليًما
َجاِلكُمْ  َولَ  ن ر ِ  َما َكانَ  ُمَحَمد   أَبَا أََحد   م ِ

Muhammad is not the father of [any] one of your men, but [he is] the Messenger of Allah 
and last of the prophets. And ever is Allah, of all things, Knowing. (Al Ahzab: 40) 

  

Some people might argue that their forefathers followed other prophets and /or had 
other beliefs so they should follow them regardless of whether they actually agree with 
those beliefs or not: 

  

ْهتَ ُدونَ   بَلْ  قَالُوا إِنَا َوَجْدنَا آبَاَءنَا َعلَى   أَُمة   َوإِنَا َعلَى   آثَ اِرِهم مُّ

Rather, they say, “Indeed, we found our fathers upon a religion, and we are in their 
footsteps [rightly] guided.” (Al Zukhruf: 22) 

  

                                                             
130 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzPbS0RCvBE  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzPbS0RCvBE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HzPbS0RCvBE
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While it is true that people would like to follow in the footsteps of their ancestors, this is 
not always feasible. For example, long ago our forefathers rode donkeys and horses but 
as technology progressed, people started to use cars instead. Does that mean that 
people have somewhat “betrayed” their ancestors and that it is wrong for them to use 
new modes of transport? Perhaps their forefathers were great people in various aspects 
of life but there might have been things that they did not know about. 

  

The basic concept in Islam is to follow monotheistic beliefs similar to previous religions 
and as a whole, the beliefs are the same but specific doctrines are different. For 
example, the Arabs living during the time of the Prophet PBUH drank alcohol. However, 
this was gradually forbidden. That does not mean that anyone who followed any other 
religion is wrong. There have also been examples of this in the past, such as Waraqa 
ibn Nawfal, who the Prophet PBUH met shortly after receiving the revelation for the first 
time and was a relative of his first wife, Khadija. He was an Arab Christian and was 
willing to support the Prophet PBUH but died shortly before prophet hood. According to 
some narrations, he is due to be rewarded as he was not a polytheist and was willing to 
support the Prophet PBUH. The basic issue here is monotheism. If you do not believe in 
the Prophet PBUH but are monotheistic, it is mentioned: 

  

ِلكَ  لَِمن يََشاءُ  ۚ َوَمن يُْشِركْ  بِاّلَلِ  فَقَدِ  اْفتََرى   إِثًْما َعِظيًما
 إِنَ  ّللَاَ  الَ  يَْغِفرُ  أَن يُْشَركَ  بِهِ  َويَْغِفرُ  َما دُونَ  ذَ 

Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He forgives what is less than 
that for whom He wills. And he who associates others with Allah has certainly fabricated 
a tremendous sin. (Al Nisa: 48) 

  

There is no compulsion in religion, so even if someone does not follow these religions 
(or any religion at all), that is their decision and they should be respected. It is 
mentioned in the Quran: 

  

Say, “O disbelievers, I do not worship what you worship. Nor are you worshippers of 
what I worship. Nor will I be a worshipper of what you worship. Nor will you be 
worshippers of what I worship. For you is your religion, and for me is my religion.” (Al 
Kafiroon: 1-6) 
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It is also mentioned: 

  

Allah does not forbid you from those who do not fight you because of religion and do not 
expel you from your homes – from being righteous toward them and acting justly toward 
them. Indeed, Allah loves those who act justly. Allah only forbids you from those who 
fight you because of religion and expel you from your homes and aid in your expulsion – 
[forbids] that you make allies of them. And whoever makes allies of them, then it is 
those who are the wrongdoers. (Al Mumtahana: 8-9) 

  

ا بِّغَْيرِّ  َ َعْدو ۢ ِّ فَيَسُبُّواْ ٱَّلله ن ُدونِّ ٱَّلله يَن يَْدعُوَن مِّ ٍة َعَملَ عِّ َوََل تَسُبُّواْ ٱلهذِّ لَِّك َزيهنها لِّكُل ِّ أُمه عُُهْم فَيُنَب ِّئُُهم بَِّما  ُهْم ثُمه إِّلَىٰ ْلٍمۢ ۗ َكَذٰ ْرجِّ م مه َرب ِّهِّ
 َكانُواْ يَْعَملُونَ 

And do not insult those they invoke other than Allah, lest they insult Allah in enmity 
without knowledge. Thus We have made pleasing to every community their deeds. 
Then to their Lord is their return, and He will inform them about what they used to do. 
(Al Anaam: 108) 

  

Unfortunately, not everyone respects other religions and /or monotheism. There were 
many such cases in the past such as many early Christians by the Romans and 
Muslims in Spain (Muslims ruled the region for about 800 years but when the Christians 
regained control of the land, they introduced various laws forbidding Muslims from 
speaking Arabic, taking a bath of Fridays, giving the call to prayer and many other rules 
until eventually a rule was introduced that anyone who wanted to remain in Spain had to 
be Christian). Interestingly, aside from the major world religions, there have been other 
historic cases where people who were monotheistic were not accepted by their people, 
such as Egyptian Pharaoh Akhenaton who was monotheistic. People rejected him as he 
was seen a “heretic” and his name was removed from various places. There are even 
theories that the famous Pharaoh Tutankhamun was his son and was killed simply 
because he was the son of Akhenaten. Such incidents still occur today such as with 
religious minorities in China including Uighur Muslims. You can find out more 
from here. 131 
 
I am by no means suggesting that people should randomly accept or reject things but 
suggesting that people should remain open minded and think about what they are doing 
rather than blind following others. There are many Muslims for example who were born 

                                                             
131 https://www.businessinsider.com/leaked-government-documents-uighur-muslims-prison-camps-china-cables-
2019-11  

https://www.businessinsider.com/leaked-government-documents-uighur-muslims-prison-camps-china-cables-2019-11
https://www.businessinsider.com/leaked-government-documents-uighur-muslims-prison-camps-china-cables-2019-11
https://www.businessinsider.com/leaked-government-documents-uighur-muslims-prison-camps-china-cables-2019-11
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as Muslims but they also study other religions and read other religious texts and people 
from other religions are welcome to do the same. If nothing else, reading about other 
religions can help to create better understanding and /or interfaith relationships. As 
always, please feel free to study your own religion and also look at Islam and make your 
own conclusions. 
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Q39: Why do Muslims hate dogs and pigs? 
 
 
In many societies such is the UK, people like to keep dogs as pets but generally 
speaking, Muslims do not do this. Likewise, many people enjoy eating pork, such as 
from Chinese /Far Eastern societies. Again, Muslims generally do not eat pork. 
Therefore, many people might wonder why this is the case and why. I will try to give 
some insight into this. 

  

Firstly, regarding dogs, Ibn Maajah (3640) narrated from ‘Ali ibn Abi Taalib (may Allah 
be pleased with him) that the Prophet PBUH (Peace Be Upon Him) said: “The angels do 
not enter a house in which there is a dog or an image.” Classed as saheeh by al-Albani 
in Saheeh Ibn Maajah. Also, Muslim (2943) narrated from ‘Abd-Allah ibn ‘Omar (may 
Allah be pleased with him) that the Messenger of Allah PBUH said: “Whoever keeps a 
dog, except a dog for herding livestock or a dog for hunting, a qiraat will be deducted 
from his good deeds each day.” ‘Abd-Allah said: Abu Hurayrah said: Or a dog for 
farming. You can find out more from here132. 
  

From a secular point of view, dogs often urinate to mark their property, which is not very 
clean (you can find out more from here133. Some people might argue that it is the 
responsibility of the owner to keep the dogs clean. While this is true, this is a part of 
their nature, which means that it is possible that houses get quite dirty if a dog lives 
inside it. Dogs can also bite people, which is dangerous. You can see some statistics 
about dog bites form here134. According to the WHO (World Health Organisation), dogs 
are also the main source of the disease “rabies”, which is a viral disease that occurs all 
over the world. This can also affect children. They are also the main source of human 
deaths by rabies and spread to people through bites or scratches, usually via saliva 
(dogs often pant and keep their tongues out). You can find out more from here135. 
People can put leashes around dogs’ necks and close their mouths with muzzles, but 
sooner or later they will need to be opened such as to feed them. 
  

Some people might find it strange that Muslims do not keep dogs as pets. However, that 
does not mean that Muslims cannot keep any pets at all. There is a narration for 
example where Abu Taiyah said: “I heard Anas Bin Malik say: The Messenger of Allah 
PBUH used to mix with us so much that he said to a little brother of mine: “O Abu 
`Umair, what happened to the Nughair (one of the narrators Waki` said that it means a 

                                                             
132 https://islamqa.info/en/answers/69777/prohibition-on-keeping-dogs-except-those-exempted-by-shareeah  
133 https://www.purina.com.au/dogs/behaviour/marking#.XfIQNegzZPZ  
134 https://www.askadamskutner.com/dog-bites/bite-statistics-according-to-dog-breed/  
135 https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/rabies  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2019/12/27/q39-why-do-muslims-hate-dogs-and-pigs/
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/69777/prohibition-on-keeping-dogs-except-those-exempted-by-shareeah
https://www.purina.com.au/dogs/behaviour/marking#.XfIQNegzZPZ
https://www.askadamskutner.com/dog-bites/bite-statistics-according-to-dog-breed/
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/rabies
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/69777/prohibition-on-keeping-dogs-except-those-exempted-by-shareeah
https://www.purina.com.au/dogs/behaviour/marking#.XfIQNegzZPZ
https://www.askadamskutner.com/dog-bites/bite-statistics-according-to-dog-breed/
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/rabies
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bird that he used to play with).” Likewise, one of the greatest narrators of Hadith 
(sayings of the Prophet PBUH) was “Abu Huraira”. This is a nickname that means 
“father of cats” as it is said that he liked cats a lot. His real name was “Abdul Rahman 
ibn Sakr”. 

  

Regarding pigs; Muslims are not allowed to eat their meat as it is mentioned: 

  

ُم َولَْحمُ  َمْت َعلَْيكُُم اْلَمْيتَةُ َوالده ِّ  ُحر ِّ له لِّغَْيرِّ َّللاه يرِّ َوَما أُهِّ نزِّ يَةُ َوالنهطِّ  اْلخِّ يَحةُ َوَما أََكَل السهبُُع إَِّله َما بِّهِّ َواْلُمْنَخنِّقَةُ َواْلَمْوقُوذَةُ َواْلُمتََرد ِّ
ُموا بِّاْۡلَْزََلمِّ   ۚ ذَكهْيتُْم َوَما ذُبَِّح َعلَى النُُّصبِّ َوأَن تَْستَْقسِّ

  

Prohibited to you are dead animals, blood, the flesh of swine, and that which has been 
dedicated to other than Allah, and [those animals] killed by strangling or by a violent 
blow or by a head-long fall or by the goring of horns, and those from which a wild animal 
has eaten, except what you [are able to] slaughter [before its death], and those which 
are sacrificed on stone altars, and [prohibited is] that you seek decision through divining 
arrows… (Al Maidah: 3) 

  

From a secular point of view, pigs do not sweat, which would mean that they do not 
release many toxins from their bodies and there are pigs that like to stay in mud to keep 
cool. They also eat their own faeces, especially when they are “free range” –i.e.: outside 
in open farms. Because of this, they can also be carriers of tapeworms that can go into 
the human body. You can find out more from here136. Pigs can also transmit many 
illnesses. You can find out more from here137. 
  

Some people might argue that if people are very careful they can still enjoy eating pork. 
I am not a zoologist and I do not know such things in great detail, but I have heard the 
saying “prevention is better than cure”. If something is known to be harmful to the 
health, then why take unnecessary risks? Some people enjoy smoking but that does not 
mean that they should try to build a habit of only smoking occasionally. It is very easy to 
build up a habit of smoking and become addicted to it, making it very difficult to break 

                                                             
136 https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/tapeworm/symptoms-causes/syc-20378174  
137 https://www.healthline.com/nutrition/is-pork-bad#section5  

https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/tapeworm/symptoms-causes/syc-20378174
https://www.healthline.com/nutrition/is-pork-bad#section5
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/tapeworm/symptoms-causes/syc-20378174
https://www.healthline.com/nutrition/is-pork-bad#section5
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the habit and to harm their own health, so many doctors advise against any smoking at 
all. A practical example of the dangers of overindulging on food was the case of a 
teenager in the UK who kept eating excessive junk food until he was registered blind 
and deaf. You can find out more from here.138 
  

From a literary point of view, animals are often associated with various characteristics. 
For example, lions are often associated with being strong and brave, owls with wisdom 
(except in the Indian subcontinent), foxes with being sly /clever, dogs with honesty 
/loyalty, pigs with being dirty /greedy /fat, snakes with evil and much more. You can find 
out more from here139. 
  

Imagine that someone you know is very brave and strong. It would be logical to praise 
them by calling them a “lion” because lions are often associated with being brave and 
strong. Why is it then that if someone calls another person a dog, it is an insult, when 
dogs are often associated with loyalty and honesty? Likewise, why do people often see 
pork as being clean and tasty when pigs are often associated with being filthy, dirty, 
greedy and fat and pork comes from pigs? Would it be logical for someone to praise 
another person such as a man praising his wife by calling her a “pig”, especially a “fat 
pig”? Please do not try this as it likely to cause offense! 

  

Despite what has been mentioned earlier, people must respect animals (I have a 
separate article about animals that you can read from here140. There is even a narration 
that says: “Once a dog was going round the well and was about to die out of thirst. A 
prostitute of Banu Israel happened to see it. So she took off her leather sock and 
lowered it into the well. She drew out some water and gave the dog to drink. She was 
forgiven on account of her action”. (Al Bukhari and Muslim) 
  

Animals have got many uses such as for transport, food, medicine and much more. 

  

ينَة  ۚ َويَْخلُُق َما ََل تَْعلَُمونَ  تَْرَكبُوَها َوزِّ يَر لِّ  َواْلَخْيَل َواْلبِّغَاَل َواْلَحمِّ

                                                             
138 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/teenager-blind-deaf-junk-food-diet-processed-food-
eating-disorder-bristol-a9089331.html  
139 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stereotypes_of_animals  
140 https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/11/07/how-does-islam-protect-the-rights-of-animals/  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stereotypes_of_animals
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And [He created] the horses, mules and donkeys for you to ride and [as] adornment. 
And He creates that which you do not know. (Al Nahl 8) 

  

Different animals however have different uses. Although Muslims do not keep dogs or 
pigs as pets or eat their meat, they have other uses such as by keeping “sheep dogs” to 
look after animals on farms and pigs might be useful in places where there not may 
toilets as they eat faeces. Even other animals that normally do not seem useful can 
have their uses such as snakes as some traditional medicines use snake extract. 
Although not in the UK, I have seen pharmacies selling snake hair oil to help with hair 
growth. However, there are always exceptions to the rules. For example, some scholars 
might suggest that if someone is blind, they could keep a guide dog to help them. 
Likewise, if someone is starving and the only food that is available is pork, they could 
eat some for sake of staying alive –but not to keep eating it and indulging on it further. 

  

Based on the above, from an Islam point of view, people need to take a balanced 
approach. They should use animals to benefit them but not abuse them and /or be cruel 
towards them. Muslims are required to respect people of other faiths so even if they like 
keeping dogs as pets in their own homes and /or enjoy eating pork, that is their own 
choice. Likewise, perhaps people should also respect that Muslims might not feel 
comfortable around these animals. 
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Q40: How can Muslims claim that the Prophet PBUH (Peace Be Upon Him) was sent to 
the whole of mankind when many people have not heard of him? 
 
 
The Prophet PBUH was the final prophet and messenger as his message for the whole 
of mankind. It is mentioned in the Quran: 
  

ُ بِّكُل ِّ  ِّ َوَخاتََم النهبِّي ِّيَن ۗ َوَكاَن َّللاه سُوَل َّللاه ن ره كِّ َجالِّكُْم َولَٰ ن ر ِّ د  أَبَا أََحٍد م ِّ ا َكاَن ُمَحمه امه   َشْيٍء َعلِّيم 

Muhammad is not the father of [any] one of your men, but [he is] the Messenger of Allah 
and last of the prophets. And ever is Allah, of all things, Knowing. (Surah Al Ahzab 
33:40) 

  

The message delivered by him was the final message until the end of times, which 
means that no new revelations or new religious doctrines would be introduced after him. 
This is different from previous prophets who were sent to specific groups of people or 
communities and some of the doctrines that they had changed (although some key 
concepts such as monotheism and the concept of prayer still existed). For example, 
Prophet Yusuf (Joseph) PBUH had a dream that the 11 stars, the sun and the moon 
were prostrating towards him: 

[Of these stories mention] when Joseph said to his father, “O my father, indeed I have 
seen [in a dream] eleven stars and the sun and the moon; I saw them prostrating to 
me.” (12:4) 

  

Later, it is mentioned: 

And he raised his parents upon the throne, and they bowed to him in prostration. And 
he said, “O my father, this is the explanation of my vision of before. My Lord has made it 
reality. And He was certainly good to me when He took me out of prison and brought 
you [here] from bedouin life after Satan had induced [estrangement] between me and 
my brothers. Indeed, my Lord is Subtle in what He wills. Indeed, it is He who is the 
Knowing, the Wise. (12:100) 

  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2020/01/07/q40-how-can-muslims-claim-that-the-prophet-pbuh-peace-be-upon-him-was-sent-to-the-whole-of-mankind-when-many-people-have-not-heard-of-him/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2020/01/07/q40-how-can-muslims-claim-that-the-prophet-pbuh-peace-be-upon-him-was-sent-to-the-whole-of-mankind-when-many-people-have-not-heard-of-him/
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Notice how others were able to prostrate towards Yusuf PBUH out of respect and 
honour for him. While this allowed at the time, this is strictly forbidden now, especially 
since the message of the Prophet PBUH. 

  

Some people might argue that not everyone has heard of Islam and that the message 
has not reached them. How could they be blamed then? From a linguistic point of view, 
“Islam” comes from the root word “Salaam”, which means “Peace”. “Islam” itself means 
“submitting one’s will to God” and a “Muslim” is one who submits his will to God. The 
most important thing is monotheism, even if some of the doctrines are different. I have 
tried to explain this issue further here141. 
  

Despite this, it is interesting to see just how fast and far Islam spread across the globe 
during the time of the Prophet PBUH and especially within the next 100 years (or less) 
thereafter. For example, during the time of the Prophet PBUH, Muslims migrated to 
Ethiopia and letters were sent to people from the leaders of the major empires at the 
time such as to Persia (now Iran and neighbouring countries), to Egypt (a copy of the 
letter can still be seen at the Islamic Museum at the Topkapi Palace in Istanbul, Turkey) 
and to the Romans. There is a very long narration about a message that had been sent 
to the Roman Emperor, Heraclius whereby he asked for it to be read and he interviewed 
Abu Sufyan (a companion of the Prophet PBUH who at the time was the head of the 
Quraysh tribe and was not Muslim). This is one of the narrations: 

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas related that Abu Sufyan ibn Harb sent him to Heraclius, the 
Byzantine Emperor, and he called for the letter of the Messenger of Allah which Dihya 
had brought to the governor of Busra, who in turn passed it on to Heraclius. He read it 
out, saying, ‘In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Compassionate, from Muhammad, 
the slave of Allah and His Messenger, to Heraclius, ruler of the Byzantines. Peace be 
upon the one who follows guidance. I call you to Islam. If you become Muslim, you will 
be safe and Allah will double your reward. If you turn away, then you incur the wrong 
action of your subjects. “O People of the Book! Come to a proposition which is the same 
for us and you (to His words) Bear witness that we are Muslims.” (3 :54)'” (Sahih Al 
Albani (Al Adab Al Mufrad 1109) 

  

Even more interesting is that after the death of the Prophet PBUH, Islam spread all over 
the world, not just many modern Muslim countries such as in the Arabian Peninsula and 

                                                             
141 https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2019/12/16/q38-why-should-people-follow-islam-when-there-are-many-
religions-that-are-older/  
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North Africa. For example, Viking funeral clothes were discovered in Scandinavia, which 
had “Allah” written on them (you can find out more from here;142 English King Offa of the 
8th Century had coins minted with the Shahada (testimony of faith: “there is no God but 
Allah” written on them in Arabic); the first mosque in India, the Cheramaan Juma 
Mosque, was built in Kerala in 629; the first mosque in China, the Guangzhou Huisheng 
Mosque, was built during the time of the Tang Dynasty from the 6th Century to the 
9th Century; Ibn Fadlan was sent to the Northern areas such as Russia to teach people 
about Islam (he was famously depicted in novel, Eaters of the Dead, by Michael 
Crichton, and subsequently the movie, the 13th Warrior); Mansa Abu Bakri II from the 
Kingdom of Mali in West Africa travelled to the Americas hundreds of years before 
Christopher Columbus and established trade with them (you can find out more 
from here143 and much more. From this, it can be understood that Islam had spread to 
many places around the world at the time. 
  

From a historic point of view, people always seemed to believe in a creator although 
their beliefs varied. It is only in modern times that people are choosing to be atheist and 
follow systems such as communism that reject religion altogether. Even in Ancient 
Egypt, there were glimpses of monotheism such as with the case of Pharaoh Akhenaten 
as well as King Darius I of Persia, who was monotheistic. It is also interesting that even 
when people are completely isolated from the rest of the world, they also tend to 
recognise monotheism. There are many examples of this such as with various African 
tribes as well as Native American tribes. You can find out more from here.144 
  

While the message of the Prophet PBUH is for the whole of mankind and Islam has 
been spread around the world, it is still the duty of Muslims to try to pass on and convey 
what they can from the religion to others: 

‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Al-‘As (May Allah be pleased with them) reported: The Prophet 
PBUH said, “Convey from me even an Ayah of the Qur’an; relate traditions from Banu 
Israel, and there is no restriction on that; but he who deliberately forges a lie against me 
let him have his abode in the Hell.” (Sahih Al Bukhari) 

  

When I was younger, I used to think that this meant that I would need to somehow talk 
to people such as by directly narrating verses from the Quran /Hadith (sayings of the 
Prophet PBUH) and /or lecturing to them, which I am not good at. Also, not everyone 
likes being told about religion. However, as time went by and I studied the religion more 

                                                             
142 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-41567391  
143 https://www.ancient-origins.net/history-famous-people/legend-how-mansa-abu-bakr-ii-mali-gave-throne-
explore-atlantic-ocean-005392  
144 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monotheism  
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(and gained insights into other religions), I realised that this is a broad area and there 
are many things that people can do. Above all, I realised that perhaps one of the best 
ways to convey the message is by individuals practising the religion as best as they can 
and not feeling ashamed with their Muslim identity and /or shying away from any form of 
questions (the Prophet PBUH himself did not simply lecture to others all day but 
represented the best example of a Muslim and others were welcome to ask him 
anything directly, including Jews who lived near him at the time). With that in mind, I 
would like to remind the reader that I am trying to do my small part by writing to clear up 
misconceptions about Islam and promoting better interfaith relationships. If you like my 
articles, please share them and if you have a question on your mind that I have not 
already answered, please feel free to reach out to me and I will try my best to find an 
answer or point you in the right direction. 
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Q41: Why do Muslims not drink alcohol? 
 
 
In many parts of the world, people drink alcohol and they are brought up in 
environments where drinking alcohol is part of the culture, such as in the UK where they 
have a “pub” culture and in France, which is famous for its wines. Some of them also 
mention that they only drink on special occasions and /or drink in moderation. Drinking 
alcohol in Islam however, is forbidden so many people find it hard to grasp how people 
can live without drinking alcohol. I will try to explain why this is the case. 
 
  
Firstly, I would like to make an analogy regarding religious prohibitions in general; a 
simple way to think of why alcohol is forbidden in Islam is that children are often told 
things they should not be allowed to do, such as: “don’t play with knives!”, “don’t play in 
the kitchen!”, “don’t keep screaming at night!”, “don’t run around inside the shop!”, “don’t 
draw on the walls!” and much more. A child might feel that their parents are too strict, 
but being adults yourselves, you know why such rules should exist and children might 
listen to you and trust you knowing that you are respectable adults and know more than 
them. Likewise, Muslims believe that such doctrines were sent by Allah, the Creator. If 
someone believes in the message of Islam, they would have faith that their Creator 
knows more than them and has a reason for putting such rules in place. In pre Islamic 
times, the Arabs living in the Arabian Peninsula also drank alcohol and even if they 
believed in Islam, it would have been hard for them to give up drinking alcohol as it was 
also part of their culture. Therefore, alcohol was forbidden in Islam but in stages: 
recognising its benefits but also its harm, advising not to approach prayer while 
intoxicated, advising to abstain from it and forbidding it altogether. 
  
In the first stage, it is recognised that alcohol has benefits and that there are problems: 
  
َما ۗ هِّ ن نهْفعِّ َما إِّ ثْم   َكبِّير   َوَمنَافِّعُ  لِّلنهاسِّ  َوإِّثُْمُهَما أَْكبَرُ  مِّ رِّ  ۖ قُلْ  فِّيهِّ  يَْسأَلُونَكَ  َعنِّ  اْلَخْمرِّ  َواْلَمْيسِّ
They ask you about wine and gambling. Say, “In them is great sin and [yet, some] 
benefit for people. But their sin is greater than their benefit.” (Surah Al Baqara 2:219) 
  
Many people misunderstand and think that alcoholic beverages in particular are 
prohibited only. However, the Arabic word for alcohol is “Khamr”. This root word can 
mean “to fill /hide what is inside”, which is a reference to intoxicants that cloud up the 
mind and make it hard for people to think. If you can read Arabic, you can read about 
the various meanings from here.145 
 
On a side note, we know from this verse that women are required to cover their heads 
using headscarves –i.e.: “Khimar” (this comes from the same root word as “Khamr”). 
  
نه  َعلَىٰ   ْبنَ  بُِّخُمرِّ هِّ ْنَها ۖ َوْليَْضرِّ ينَتَُهنه  إَِّله  َما َظَهرَ  مِّ ينَ  زِّ نه  َويَْحفَْظنَ  فُُروَجُهنه  َوََل  يُْبدِّ هِّ نْ  أَْبَصارِّ نَاتِّ  يَْغُضْضنَ  مِّ َوقُل ل ِّْلُمْؤمِّ
نه  ۖ  ُجيُوبِّهِّ

                                                             
145 https://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-ar/%D8%AE%D9%85%D8%B1/  
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And tell the believing women to reduce [some] of their vision and guard their private 
parts and not expose their adornment except that which [necessarily] appears thereof 
and to wrap [a portion of] their head covers over their chests (Surah Al Noor 24: 31) 
  
ا  ُ  َغفُور  لِّكَ  أَْدَنىٰ  أَن يُْعَرْفنَ  فَََل  يُ ْؤذَْينَ  ۗ َوَكانَ  َّللاه نه  ۚ ذَٰ ن َجََلبِّيبِّهِّ نه  مِّ نِّينَ  يُْدنِّينَ  َعلَيْ هِّ كَ  َوبََناتِّكَ  َونَِّساءِّ  اْلُمْؤمِّ َْزَواجِّ يَا أَيَُّها النهبِّيُّ  قُل ۡل ِّ
ا يم  حِّ  ره
O Prophet, tell your wives and your daughters and the women of the believers to bring 
down over themselves [part] of their outer garments. That is more suitable that they will 
be known and not be abused. And ever is Allah Forgiving and Merciful. (Surah Al Ahzab 
33:59) 
  
From this, it can be seen that although the word “Hijab” is not specifically mentioned in 
the Quran, there is evidence to support its existence and requiring its usage. 
  
As mentioned earlier, alcohol (or intoxicants) can have benefits. I am not a specialist on 
the subject but sometimes they are used in medicine and there is a group of chemicals 
called “ethanol” (the chemical name of alcohol). Certainly, I know from my dentist that 
some painkillers such as co codamol use opium and some strong painkillers that are 
used following operations use morphine. However, alcohol can also cause harm.   
  
Alcohol consumption can lead to many personal problems such as damaging one’s 
liver, create heart problems, increase sugar and cholesterol and also lead to alcohol 
poisoning. It can also cause people to lose their sense of shame. For example, a man 
was arrested in Dubai as he was drunk and committed “public indecency” on the beach 
with a woman. You can read the story here146. Drinking alcohol can also affect others 
around them. For example, excess alcohol consumption can lead to domestic violence 
(a report was also made by the World Health Organisation linking alcohol consumption 
with domestic violence and can be seen from here.147 People’s lives can be destroyed 
due to excess alcohol consumption. One such person who died from this was former 
football player, George Best) and people can be harmed through drunk driving. An 
example of this was Jacqui Saburido, a Venezuelan woman whose body (including her 
face) were badly burnt due to a drunk driver. The picture of her before and after her 
accident speaks for itself: 
  
People have in fact recognised the harms of drinking alcohol, which led to various 
prohibitions such as the American prohibition in the 1930s when alcohol was banned. In 
more recent times, people have also undertaken research and concluded that no 
amount of alcohol is good for the health. You can read this here148. 
  
Some people might see these as extreme examples but I am quite sure that if people 
think about those around them, they can also recall certain incidents related to alcohol. 
As an example, I used to work in an office years ago with many non-Muslims including 

                                                             
146 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/briton-faces-jail-for-sex-on-dubai-beach-
863918.html  
147 https://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/world_report/factsheets/fs_intimate.pdf  
148 https://www.bbc.com/news/health-45283401  
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those who enjoyed going out and drinking. On one particular occasion, they have a very 
large office party, the details of which they had mostly forgotten later! Eventually, some 
pictures were put on display on the walls and it could be seen that people did all sorts of 
things that they would not normally do. I noticed many female colleagues in particular 
looking at a photo, which I found was a back-view photo of one of my male colleagues 
walking around drinking from a can of beer but without wearing any trousers! Likewise, 
when asked about an enjoyable life experience, a woman in the department described 
how she went on vacation in Greece and got so drunk that she went out topless in 
public in front of many people and then swore at one of the locals! People might look 
back at such incidents and find them funny but imagine you were in such a situation and 
found your wife or sister behaving in a similar way. Would you simply dismiss her 
actions and let them continue without even rebuking them and /or trying to cover their 
body from public view? 
  
Moving on, the second step of the ban in Islam against alcohol was introduced: 
  
ََلةَ  َوأَنتُمْ  سَُكاَرىٰ  َحتهىٰ  تَْعلَُموا َما تَقُولُونَ  ينَ  آَمنُوا ََل  تَْقَربُوا الصه  يَا أَيَُّها الهذِّ
O you who have believed, do not approach prayer while you are intoxicated until you 
know what you are saying (Surah Al Nisa 4:43) 
  
After that: 
  

نْ  َعَملِّ  الشهْيَطانِّ  فَاْجتَنِّ بُوهُ  لَعَلهكُمْ  تُْفلُِّحونَ  ْجس   م ِّ رُ  َواْۡلَنَصابُ  َواْۡلَْزََلمُ  رِّ ينَ  آَمنُوا إِّنهَما اْلَخْمرُ  َواْلَمْيسِّ  يَا أَيَُّها الهذِّ
نتَُهونَ  ََلةِّ  ۖ فََهلْ  أَنتُم مُّ ِّ  َوَعنِّ  الصه ْكرِّ  َّللاه كُمْ  َعن ذِّ رِّ  َويَُصده يدُ  الشهْيَطانُ  أَن يُوقِّعَ  بَْينَكُمُ  اْلعََداَوةَ  َواْلبَْغَضاءَ  فِّي اْلَخْمرِّ  َواْلَمْيسِّ  إِّنهَما يُرِّ
O you who have believed, indeed, intoxicants, gambling, [sacrificing on] stone alters [to 
other than Allah], and divining arrows are but defilement from the work of Satan, so 
avoid it that you may be successful. Satan only wants to cause between you animosity 
and hatred through intoxicants and gambling and to avert you from the remembrance of 
Allah and from prayer. So will you not desist? (Surah Al Maida 5:90-91) 
  
It is interesting to find however that sometimes certain restrictions can somewhat 
promote creativity. Like many people today, Arabs in the Arabian Peninsula also used to 
enjoy drinking alcohol so they must have also found the rules restrictive at first but after 
embracing Islam, they followed the restrictions and became more creative. For 
example, Muslims are not allowed to make idols or statues so that led them to develop 
Islamic art and architecture that is characterised by calligraphy and geometric patterns 
and some of the most famous landmarks in the world using this style were built by 
Muslims, such as the Taj Mahal in India, the Alhambra Palace in Spain and the Sultan 
Ahmed (Blue) Mosque in Turkey. Likewise, Muslims are not permitted to drink alcohol 
but have found alternatives. For example, coffee was discovered by a Muslim in Yemen 
and is now one of the most famous beverages in the world with many large businesses 
selling coffee and having coffee bars such as Starbucks, Coffee Republic, Costa 
Coffee, Java Café and many more. Likewise, they have Turkish Coffee in Turkey and 
Moroccan mint tea, which are also internationally famous as well as other drinks such 
as Sahlep. In fact, Muslims had even more influence on food and drink and the idea of a 
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3 course meal was introduced by a Muslim (Ziryab) who lived in Iraq and then in Al 
Andalus in Spain. You can see some examples from here149. In many ways, people can 
also relate to this in modern times. Certainly, people who grew up before the 1990s and 
before the Internet will recall how children could not download games and had to 
somewhat “invent” their own games to play. Not every rule is a restriction then and /or 
an obstacle to people’s lives.  
 
 
 
 

 

  

                                                             
149 https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_AVLFhb14Y  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_AVLFhb14Y
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_AVLFhb14Y
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Q42: Why do Muslims follow a lunar calendar that is in the 1400s instead of the 2000s 
and how does Islam take account of the extra years? 
 
 
Throughout history people have used all sorts of calendars for farming and for 
remembering important dates. There are many examples such as the Christian 
(Gregorian) calendar, the Ethiopian Calendar, the Chinese Calendar, the Hindu 
Calendar, the Persian Calendar and many more. They all have different dates and 
systems and some also have their own celebrations, such as the Iranian New Year, 
which is celebrated with Navroz (roughly around April), the Chinese New Year, which 
normally occurs around February and the Hindu New Year, which is celebrated with the 
Diwali normally around November. 

  
For those who do not know, there is an Islamic Calendar that is based on the moon so it 
is a lunar calendar. It has 12 months that are either 29 or 30 days and among them are 
“Ramadan” (month of fasting) and “Thul Hijjah” (during which time Muslims go for Hajj 
/pilgrimage to Makkah). The calendar is about 11 days shorter than the Gregorian 
calendar, which is why Ramadan always occurs earlier each year. For example, if 
Ramadan occurred on 6 May in 2019, then the following year in 2020 Ramadan would 
occur around 24 April 2020. You can find out more about the names of the months and 
their significance from here150. The Islamic calendar however is not the only lunar 
calendar that has varying dates. The dates for the Christian celebration of Easter for 
example changes every year between March and April. 
  
Some people might wonder how differences in years will affect people who follow the 
Islamic calendar. From an Islamic point of view, the year is irrelevant. At first, this might 
seem strange but when looking at other calendars such as the Chinese calendar, it can 
be seen that the Chinese calendar does not measure years either as there is the “Years 
of the Dragon”, “Year of the Ox”, Year of the Snake” and other years that repeat every 
few years after completing each cycle. Likewise, the Islamic calendar did not have a 
year and in pre Islamic times people measured the year based on key events so the 
Prophet PBUH (Peace Be Upon Him) was born in the “Year of the Elephant”, when 
Abraha from Yemen attacked the Kaaba in Makkah with elephants but did not succeed. 
This story is explained in the Quran: 
  

Have you not considered, [O Muhammad], how your Lord dealt with the companions of 
the elephant? Did He not make their plan into misguidance? And He sent against them 
birds in flocks, Striking them with stones of hard clay, And He made them like eaten 
straw. (Surah Al Fil) 

                                                             
150 https://islamqa.info/en/answers/211395/the-reason-why-the-hijri-months-are-called-by-their-well-known-
names  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2020/01/19/q42-why-do-muslims-follow-a-lunar-calendar-that-is-in-the-1400s-instead-of-the-2000s-and-how-does-islam-take-account-of-the-extra-years/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2020/01/19/q42-why-do-muslims-follow-a-lunar-calendar-that-is-in-the-1400s-instead-of-the-2000s-and-how-does-islam-take-account-of-the-extra-years/
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/211395/the-reason-why-the-hijri-months-are-called-by-their-well-known-names
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/211395/the-reason-why-the-hijri-months-are-called-by-their-well-known-names
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/211395/the-reason-why-the-hijri-months-are-called-by-their-well-known-names
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For administrative purposes, a year was used later after the death of the Prophet PBUH 
based on the Hijra (migration of the Prophet PBUH to Medina), which was also a 
significant event in Islamic History so as of 2020, the Islamic year was 1441. That does 
not mean that everything before Islam should be rejected and /or any other calendar 
should not be used. Only things that contradict the religion were rejected. There are 
many examples of this such as names that were used in pre Islamic times such as 
Khalid, Omar and Sufyan, which are still used today (names such as “Abdul Kaaba” 
/Slave of the Kaaba are not permissible). Also, the Prophet PBUH noticed Jews in 
Medina fasting on the “Day of Ashura”, in memory of Prophet Musa (Moses) PBUH 
when he was saved from Pharaoh. He then encouraged his companions to fast that day 
as well. You can find out more about the “Day of Ashura” and its significance from an 
article that I translated from here.151 
  
The Gregorian year seems to have become universally recognised around the world so 
it is much easier to continue using it. If you visit a doctor for example and they ask your 
age, it is expected that they are referring to your age according to the Gregorian 
calendar and likewise, growth charts for children are based on their age according to 
the Gregorian calendar. It would be too complicated and unnecessary to try to convert 
all of this information into the Hijri calendar. 
  
I have not come across a specific reason why the Islamic calendar is a lunar calendar 
rather than a solar calendar but perhaps something to think about is that it allows 
people to appreciate what they have. For example, when Ramadan occurs in the winter 
months, people might feel that 9 hours of fasting is too difficult but when Ramadan 
occurs during the summer when people need to fast about 18-19 hours, they would be 
more appreciative and grateful when it is time to break the fast. It is mentioned in the 
Quran: 
  

ير   هِّ  َخبِّير   َبصِّ بَادِّ ا َيشَ اءُ  ۚ إِّنههُ  بِّعِّ لُ  بِّقََدرٍ  مه ن يُنَز ِّ كِّ
هِّ  لَبَغَْوا فِّي اْۡلَْرضِّ  َولَٰ ْزقَ  لِّعِّ بَادِّ ُ  الر ِّ  َولَوْ  بََسطَ  َّللاه

And if Allah had extended [excessively] provision for His servants, they would have 
committed tyranny throughout the earth. But He sends [it] down in an amount which He 
wills. Indeed He is, of His servants, Acquainted and Seeing (Surah Al Shura 27) 

  

 
I hope this has given you some insight into the Islamic calendar. If you are still 
confused, there are also websites for converting dates between Gregorian and Hijri 
calendars, such as from here152.  
 
 
 
                                                             
151 http://en.alukah.net/Library/1/5766/  
152 https://www.islamicfinder.org/islamic-date-converter/  

http://en.alukah.net/Library/1/5766/
https://quran.com/42/28?translations=20
https://quran.com/42/28?translations=20
https://www.islamicfinder.org/islamic-date-converter/
http://en.alukah.net/Library/1/5766/
https://www.islamicfinder.org/islamic-date-converter/
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Q43: Why do Muslims have different opinions about things such as the dates for 
Ramadan? 
 
 
People might notice that sometimes Muslims have different views about certain things 
such as the dates for Ramadan. So why do they have such differences and what are 
the consequences? 
 
Generally speaking, it is not possible to have a rule for everything. For example, I am 
not aware of any religion that specifically mentions whether mobile phones are 
permissible or not (although I have heard that there is a Christian sect in the US, the 
Amish, who do not use modern technology). As a whole, people can see that phones 
provide an effective mode of communication and it does not contradict religious beliefs 
so they use them. 

People can have different opinions even from a secular point of view. There are many 
examples such as: is an iPhone better than Android phone? Is a big car better than a 
small car? Is it better to travel by land or by air? Are big cities better than smaller cities? 
And many more. People’s opinions change based on their level of knowledge and with 
time. It might surprise you that back in the 1950s /1960s people tried to encourage the 
use of cigarettes and even used popular cartoon characters such as “The Flintstones” to 
promote smoking (you can see this from here153). Perhaps people did not fully 
understand the dangers of smoking back then. 
 
From an Islamic point of view, most things are clear. The main doctrines are in the 
Quran. If it is not in the Quran then people can look at the Sunnah (way of the Prophet 
PBUH). If it is not in the Sunnah then people can look at the examples of his 
companions. If it is not in their example, then people often refer to the early generation 
of Muslims such as the 4 Imams. 

  

Some areas have different opinions. When it comes to different opinions about religious 
doctrines there are normally 4 major schools of thought that people refer back to: 
Hanafi, Maliki, Shafii and Hambali. These are based on the teachings of 4 Imams 
/scholars who differed on minor issues but still respected each others differences. They 
all requested from their followers that if they say anything that the Prophet PBUH 
taught, that they should reject what they have said and go with the teachings of the 
Prophet PBUH.  
  

                                                             
153 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAExoSozc2c  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2020/01/20/q43-why-do-muslims-have-different-opinions-about-things-such-as-the-dates-for-ramadan/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2020/01/20/q43-why-do-muslims-have-different-opinions-about-things-such-as-the-dates-for-ramadan/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAExoSozc2c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAExoSozc2c
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Some different opinions are quite minor. For example when praying, should someone 
raise their arms after standing straight from Ruku (bowing)? How many times should 
someone give the Takbeer (saying “Allahu Akbar”; Allah is The Greatest) during the Eid 
prayer? After someone raises their hands to supplicate and finishes, should they simply 
drop their hands or should they wipe their face with the palms of their hands? These are 
some areas that some people might have different opinions but even if they do, they are 
very minor issues and not really a problem. Something that they can all agree on is that 
prayer is important, there is a special prayer for Eid and people normally raise their 
hands when supplicating. There is a certain level of flexibility. Some areas are more 
complicated and that is when people often consult with modern scholars. You can see 
all sorts of questions that people might have from here.154 Regarding the dates for 
Ramadan, that is based on the lunar calendar and moon sighting (you can find out more 
about the Islamic calendar from my article here155). People basically need to see when 
the new crescent moon appears but sometimes it is difficult to see (such as in the UK 
when it is often raining) so many people start Ramadan on the same date as Saudi 
Arabia as the moon can be seen more easily, there is only a 2-3 hour time difference 
and they have moon sighting committees. Not everyone does this. 
  

To illustrate the above points: the Quran explains that people need to pray but not how 
exactly. That information is in the Sunnah. Minor details from narrations might be 
interpreted or viewed differently so people can refer to the classical scholars of Islam 
such as the 4 Imams. Other things that did not exist then such as the permissibility of 
using a prayer rug that has lights can be checked with modern scholars. 

Some differences between people’s actions are quite big however and are more a 
matter of misunderstanding than of different opinions. One very popular case is that of 
the celebration of the Prophet’s Birthday, also known as “Milad Nabawi”. None of the 
companions of the Prophet PBUH or even early generations of Muslims celebrated the 
Prophet’s Birthday and this was something that was done much later. Interestingly, the 
exact date of birth of the Prophet PBUH was never actually known as he was not a 
prophet yet and he was born in the “Year of the Elephant” (you can find out more about 
the Islamic calendar from here). Instead, the death of the Prophet PBUH was recorded 
in great detail as he had many companions then and his date of death (12 Rabi Al 
Awwal) is the date that is now celebrated as the Prophet’s Birthday! You can read more 
about this from here156. I am not blaming anyone personally for celebrating the 
Prophet’s Birthday as there are people who celebrate the Prophet’s Birthday with good 
intentions but do not know this important part of history. 
 

                                                             
154 https://www.islamqa.info/  
155 https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2020/01/19/q42-why-do-muslims-follow-a-lunar-calendar-that-is-in-the-
1400s-instead-of-the-2000s-and-how-does-islam-take-account-of-the-extra-years/  
156 https://islamqa.info/en/answers/147601/scholarly-opinions-concerning-the-date-of-the-prophets-birth-and-
death-and-which-is-most-likely-to-be-correct  

https://www.islamqa.info/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2020/01/19/q42-why-do-muslims-follow-a-lunar-calendar-that-is-in-the-1400s-instead-of-the-2000s-and-how-does-islam-take-account-of-the-extra-years/
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/147601/scholarly-opinions-concerning-the-date-of-the-prophets-birth-and-death-and-which-is-most-likely-to-be-correct
https://www.islamqa.info/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2020/01/19/q42-why-do-muslims-follow-a-lunar-calendar-that-is-in-the-1400s-instead-of-the-2000s-and-how-does-islam-take-account-of-the-extra-years/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2020/01/19/q42-why-do-muslims-follow-a-lunar-calendar-that-is-in-the-1400s-instead-of-the-2000s-and-how-does-islam-take-account-of-the-extra-years/
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/147601/scholarly-opinions-concerning-the-date-of-the-prophets-birth-and-death-and-which-is-most-likely-to-be-correct
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/147601/scholarly-opinions-concerning-the-date-of-the-prophets-birth-and-death-and-which-is-most-likely-to-be-correct
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Something to keep in mind is that from an Islamic point of view, people will be 
questioned individually about what they did and will need to justify their actions (you can 
find out more about what happens about life after death from an Islamic point of view 
from a book that I translated, which you can see from here157). To put things into 
perspective, if someone goes for a job interview one of the first questions they are 
asked is “why do you want the job?” and they need to give a reason. Simply saying that 
it is a good job or that other people that they know are working in the profession is not 
good enough, although they might have influenced them. Likewise, people need to be 
able to justify their actions. 
 
On a side note, scholars or specialists in any field carry a great responsibility and have 
lots of knowledge for which they deserve respect but they are also human and can also 
make mistakes so they should not be blindly followed. This can apply to any field of 
knowledge. I witnessed many examples of this such as when working as an Arabic 
Interpreter in the UK when I had to interpret for a Libyan university student who had a 
knee injury due to playing football so his knee hurt when he bent it. The doctor who he 
saw was one of the senior doctors at the clinic and he casually said to him “don’t bend 
your knee then!” The next time I saw the patient was at hospital with his wife following a 
knee surgery! Some things can be even more extreme such as when a Professor in the 
UK as recent as 2009 claimed that black people were less intelligent than white people 
(you can read about this from here158). If you ever decide to go against common views 
please try to have a good reason for doing so and not try to force the views onto others. 
Perhaps the best quote I have come across to describe the point of not blind following 
others and having a reason for doing this is the following quote by Buddha: 

  

“Believe nothing, no matter where you read it, or who said it, no matter if I have said it, 
unless it agrees with your own reason and your own common sense.” 

 

I am not a Buddhist but feel that this advice can be useful to people in general. But what 
do you think? 

 

 

  

                                                             
157 https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/08/17/note-by-the-translator/  
158 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/tvandradio/6327171/Scientists-claim-black-people-less-intelligent-than-
whites-in-Channel-4-show.html  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/08/17/note-by-the-translator/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/tvandradio/6327171/Scientists-claim-black-people-less-intelligent-than-whites-in-Channel-4-show.html
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/08/17/note-by-the-translator/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/tvandradio/6327171/Scientists-claim-black-people-less-intelligent-than-whites-in-Channel-4-show.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/tvandradio/6327171/Scientists-claim-black-people-less-intelligent-than-whites-in-Channel-4-show.html


   
 

 
 132 

 

Q44: Why is the Arabic language so important to Muslims? 
 

The Arabic language carries great importance for Muslims all over the world but why is 
that? There are many reasons and I will try to give an explanation for this, not only why 
Arabic is important to Muslims but why it might also be useful to non-Muslims as well: 

 

·        Arabic is the language of the Quran 

The main reason why Arabic is important to people is for theological reasons and in 
particular, to be able to read the Quran, the religious book of Muslims, which is in 

Arabic. 

·        Arabic uses many imperatives 

Linguistically, an imperative is a word for a command, such as “go”, “talk” and “eat”. In 
English there are only two tenses: past and present (with variations) whereas in Arabic 
there are 3 tenses: past, present and imperative. In English, there is only one way to 
say this regardless of who you are talking to or how many people you are talking to. In 
Arabic however, there are 5 ways to say this in Arabic such as: 

 Itheb /go: for one male اذهب

 Ithebi /go: for one female إذهبي

 Itheba /go: for two males /females إذهبا

 Ithebu /go: for 3 or more males اذهبوا

 Ithebna /go: for 3 or more females إذهبن

  

This is very important when giving commands or instructions so that there is no 

confusion. This is especially important with commands in the Quran. 

·        Arabic has not changed for over a thousand years 

Unlike languages such as English that have changed a lot over the years, Arabic has 
very much remained the same. English for example is a Germanic language and 
borrows words from many languages so there is “Old English”, “Middle English” and 
“Modern English” as well as many varations including with some vocabulary and 
spelling such as “American English” and “British English”. You can get an idea of this 

difference 

 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2020/01/27/q44-why-is-the-arabic-language-so-important-to-muslims/
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People can read textbooks that are over a thousand years’ old such as the Hadiths 
(sayings) of the Prophet PBUH have been recorded in Arabic and can still be read and 

understood today. You can see this from here.159 

 

Some of the writing looks different because of things such as using different fonts. 
Arabic also uses dots and sometimes other characters to indicate vowels. Vowel 
symbols are used such as: عُمان (notice the dashes above the first letter from the right) 
but this can also be written like as: عمان. Usually vowel symbols are only used when 
people do not know Arabic well /they are learning the language. As their experience 
increases, they no longer need to use them. Likewise, in the past, people were much 
better at language so they did not use any dots. However, it is the same language with 
the same letters. 

 

·        Arabic is quite logical with similar words 

Arabic has 28 letters in its alphabet so it is not too long (English has 26 letters). All of 
the words in Arabic come from 3-5 letter root words with many variations. This makes 
many words somewhat similar and easier to understand and there relatively few 
linguistic exceptions. This is an example: 

 Ilm /knowledge (this is the root word for 3 letters) علم

 Muallim (teacher) معلم

 Alim (scholar) عالم

 Aalam (world) عالم

 Alam (flag /pinnacle) عالم

 Uloom (science) علوم

 Malumat (information) معلومات

 Maalim (milestones) معالم

·        Many languages have been influenced by Arabic 

Arabic has had a great influence on many languages all over the world. This includes 
but is not limited to the following languages. I have given a few words as examples with 
the original Arabic words in transliteration and a few references for further reading. For 
many of the languages, you can simply do an Internet search such as “(language name) 
words of Arabic origin”: 

  

                                                             
159 https://sunnah.com/  

https://sunnah.com/
https://sunnah.com/
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English: admiral (أمير البحر Amir Al Bahr /Prince of the Sea); assassin (حشاشين Hashashin 
/eater of hashish); alcohol (الكحل Al Kohl /Kohl for the eyes) 

Albanian: some examples from 

here.160 

French: Benzine (بنزين Benzine /Petrol); Gazette (غازات Ghazat /gasses); Hammam (حمام 
Hammam /bath) 

Spanish: accutuna (الزيتونة Azzaituna /olive); aruz (أرز Aruz /rice); fatura (فاتورة Fatura 

/receipt) 

Italian: rais (رئيس Rais /leader); limon (ليمون Laymoon /lemon); magezinno (مخازن 
Mekhazin /storage) 

Portuguese:acucar  (السكر Assukar /sugar); masquinho (مسكين Miskeen /poor); genio (جن 
Jinn) 

Swahili: examples from here.161 

Romanian: examples from here.162 

Russian: examples from here.163 

Malay: Ahad (أحد Ahad /Sunday) ; Bina (بناء Bina /structure); falsafah (فلسفة Falsafa 
/philosophy) 

Urdu: kitab (كتاب Kitab /book), qalam (قلم Qalam /pen) and kursi (كرسي Kursi /Chair) 

Somali: examples from here.164 

Turkish: merhaba (مرحبا Marhaban /Hello); tamam (تمام Tamam /fine); dunya (دنيا Dunya 
/world) 

Mandarin: examples from here.165 

·        Arabic is still widely used even for Administrative purposes 

It upsets me when people seem to think that Arabic is too complicated and /or not 
practical. On the contrary, Arabic is still actively used throughout the world with websites 
being written in Arabic, various Arabic keyboards for different Arabic countries (I like 
                                                             
160 https://www.ezglot.com/etymologies.php?l=sqi&l2=ara  
161 https://baheyeldin.com/linguistics/list-of-swahili-words-of-arabic-origin.html  
162 
https://web.a.ebscohost.com/abstract?direct=true&profile=ehost&scope=site&authtype=crawler&jrnl=18419364
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using the “Syrian 101” keyboard), books that are still written in Arabic and much more. 
There are also many Arabic websites and television channels all over the Arab World. 
There are also many schools, colleges and universities that teach courses in Arabic. An 
example of a very large and successful private institute that teaches courses including 
MBA in Arabic is Knowledge Horizon (you can find out more from here166. The founder 
and owner of the organisation, Dr Maen Al Qatamin, also has many television interviews 
and programs in Arabic that can be seen on YouTube. Even more interesting is that 
long ago, Arabic was the language of science. You can also find out more about Muslim 

scientists and their achievements from here.167 

·        Arabic is the official language of over 20 countries 

This includes Arab countries including Libya, Syria, Lebanon, Yemen and other 
countries. Some people might wonder how people can possibly understand each other 
when there are different Arabic dialects such as from Sudan, Egypt, Iraq, Morocco and 
Saudi Arabia. I have worked as an Arabic Interpreter and Translator so I have dealt with 
such people and spoken to people from almost all Arab countries and noticed that some 
of the dialects are very different (I find this especially confusing with Moroccan /Tunisian 
dialects as they mix Arabic words with French). However, I was able to communicate 
with others successfully at all levels using Modern Standard Arabic. Likewise, 
documentary /news programs on television use Modern Standard Arabic, which is 
universally understood throughout the Arab World. 

 

The Quran itself takes into account the differences in dialects and there are 7 types of 
Quran recitation. You can find out more from here168. You can get an idea of how 
different some Quranic recitations are by listening to some samples of Surah Al Fatiha 
(the Opening verse of the Quran) by 4 famous reciters such as Sheikh Mishary Al 
Affasy from Kuwait (from here169) , Sheikh Ali Abdul Rahman Al Huzaifi from Medina 
(from here170), Sheikh Abdul Rahman Al Sudais from Makkah (from here171) and Sheikh 
Abdul Basit Abdul Samad from Egypt (from here172) . Keep in mind that all of them are 
reciting the exact same verse of the Quran and yet their styles vary considerably. 

Some people might wonder then about the case of non-Arabic speakers who cannot 
read the Quran and why they should not simply read the translation. In many ways, this 
is a way of preserving the original Arabic text and also as a form of unity. If you have 
ever done any work with translation, you will know that people can make more than one 
translation of a text, which means that words can be different. However, if someone 
does not know the language but still tries to learn and has good intentions, there is hope 
for them to be rewarded extra for this. The Prophet PBUH said: “The deeds are 
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considered by the intentions, and a person will get the reward according to his intention. 
So whoever emigrated for Allah and His Messenger, his emigration will be for Allah and 
His Messenger; and whoever emigrated for worldly benefits or for a woman to marry, 
his emigration would be for what he emigrated for”. (Bukhari and Muslim). 

 

Having said that, ironically some of the most knowledgeable people of the Arabic 
language were non -Arabs such as Imam Al Bukhari from Uzbekistan Imam and Al 
Tabbari from Persia. “The Noble Quran”, one of the most famous translations of the 

Quran has two authors, one of whom is from the Indian subcontinent. 

·        Arabic is an important community language in many countries 

Societies are quite multicultural so nearly all countries have minorities from different 
parts of the world including many societies with Arabic speaking minorities. This can 
include both Arabs and non-Arabs including those who know Arabic for religious 
reasons. As an example, when I went for Hajj, I was able to speak to someone from 
Brunei in Arabic and on another occasion someone from South India in Arabic (his first 
language was Tamil). Likewise, I was able to interpret for an Arab woman from Sierra 
Leone. 

·        The number of Arabic learners /speakers might increase 

Hardly any day passes without some sort of mention of “Arab” and /or “Islam” in 
mainstream media today. Based on this, many people try to learn Arabic and /or use it 
such as for legal purposes and within the police. Likewise, Islam is the fastest growing 
religion in the world with over 1.6 Billion followers worldwide, so many people who 
convert to Islam try to learn Arabic in order to better understand the religion and to be 
able to read the Quran. As the number of Muslims increases rapidly, the number of 

Arabic speakers worldwide might also increase rapidly. 

 

Arabic is important to Muslims but that does not mean that other languages are to be 
neglected and /or Arabic should be forced onto others. Different languages have their 
strengths and merits. The Prophet PBUH himself used words of other languages such 
as the Ethiopian language at the time such as in the following narration: The Prophet 
PBUH said, “Near the establishment of the Hour, there will be the days of Al-Harj, and 
the religious knowledge will be taken away (vanish i.e. by the death of Religious 
scholars) and general ignorance will spread.” Abu Musa said, “Al-Harj, in the Ethiopian 
language, means killing.” (Sahih Al Bukhari 7666). Likewise, Zaid ibn Thabit was a 
companion of the Prophet PBUH who had a talent for languages so the Prophet PBUH 
advised him to go and learn the language of the Jews (at the time that might have been 
Hebrew /Ancient Hebrew). You can find out more about him from here.173 

  

                                                             
173 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwQzd7pqYXk  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwQzd7pqYXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wwQzd7pqYXk


   
 

 
 137 

It might surprise you that roughly around the 8th Century, there was a translation 
movement in Baghdad in Iraq whereby Muslims, Christians and Jews worked together 
to translate Greek works into Arabic. You can find out more from here174. During the end 
of the program, “What the ancients did for us?” British Historian, Adam Hart Davies 
explains this movement and that if it was not for the translation movement much of the 
works of the ancient Greeks could have been lost forever. You can find out more about 
his series from here.175 Things did not stop at the works of the ancient Greeks however 
as there were other Muslims such as Al Biruni, who also studied Sanskrit, the ancient 

Hindu language. 

 

Nowadays, many new technologies have names that cannot be translated such as 
“WhatsApp”, “Facebook” and other technologies so these names are simply used as 
they are in Arabic. Some substitute words have been used however such as with the 
following: 

 

 ;used for the Internet :(Shabaka /net) شبكة

 ;”used for “website :(Mowqi /site)موقع 

 ”used for “database :(Al Qaeda /the base) القاعدة

 

Having said the above, I hope you have a better understanding of the importance of the 

Arabic language to Muslims and others. 
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Q45: Why do Muslims only marry their cousins /within their community? 
 
Nowadays, people often marry others from all over the world. This includes interracial 
marriages (between people of different ethnicity) and inter religious marriages (between 
people of different religions). This seems to be somewhat less within the Muslim 
community, so some people might wonder why this is the case and why cousin 
marriages are still quite common in many Muslim societies such as in many Arab 
countries and in the Indian Subcontinent whereas in some places such as the states of 
Oregon, Texas and Wyoming in the US, cousin marriages are illegal. Likewise, some 
people might wonder why Muslims generally marry other Muslims rather than people of 

other faiths. 

 

Firstly, perhaps I should clarify that I am by no means trying to break up anyone’s 
successful marriages. Every marriage is different and people have their own personal 
reasons for marrying as it is a very personal choice. There are relatively few cases of 
people publicly discussing why they married someone, why they chose someone over 
someone else or why they chose to divorce someone. This is simply an attempt to 
explain a general issue from an Islamic point of view. As always, please feel free to read 

around the topic and do your own research. 

  

There are many Muslims who marry cousins but sometimes this has more to do with 
culture than religion (such is in the Indian Subcontinent and in certain parts of the Arab 
World). Until fairly recently, air travel has been quite limited, making it hard for people to 
travel far, get to know others from very different backgrounds and cultures and get 
married. This was the case even in Western societies. There are many examples of 
famous people who married their cousins such as such as Queen Victoria of England, 
scientist Albert Einstein and author H G Wells. 

 

Marrying cousins can have its merits as it can somewhat ensure that people know each 
other reasonably well as they have seen them grow up from when they were young. 
There is a certain level of security in knowing the person and their family that they are 
less likely to take advantage of the other spouse and /or lie about various things and 
betray them later on in the relationship. Like all things however, there are of course 
drawbacks. For example, if their lives are so similar, perhaps they are less likely to be 
open to /aware of other cultures, languages and lifestyles than people who marry 
someone who is very different from them. They are also somewhat more in danger of 

having other genetic diseases. You can find out more from here.176 

 

Having said that, the article above mentions: “And at least one doctor noted that “it was 
counterproductive to single out a culture and that such an approach risked alienating 
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the Pakistani community.” She added: “‘We know that the risk of Down’s syndrome 
increases with advancing maternal age, but we don’t see public education films [urge] 

mothers to have children younger.’” 

  

From an Islamic point of view, there are various relatives who people are not allowed to 
marry. This is mentioned in the Quran: 

  

اتُكُْم َوَخاََلتُكُمْ  َهاتُكُْم َوبَنَاتُكُْم َوأََخَواتُكُْم َوَعمه َمْت َعلَْيكُْم أُمه تِّي أَ  َوبَ ُحر ِّ َهاتُكُُم الَله َن نَاُت اْۡلَخِّ َوبَنَاُت اْۡلُْختِّ َوأُمه ْرَضْعنَكُْم َوأََخَواتُكُم م ِّ
َهاُت نَِّسائِّكُْم َوَربَائِّبُكُمُ  َضاَعةِّ َوأُمه ن ن َِّسائِّكُ  الره كُم م ِّ تِّي فِّي ُحُجورِّ نه َفإِّن لهْم تَكُونُوا َدَخْلتُم بِّ الَله تِّي َدَخْلتُم بِّهِّ نه فَََل ُجَناَح َعلَْيكُْم ُم الَله هِّ

ْن أَْصََلبِّكُْم َوأَن تَْجَمعُوا بَْيَن اْۡلُْختَْينِّ إِّ  يَن مِّ اَله َما قَْد َسلََف ۗ إِّ َوَحََلئُِّل أَْبَنائِّكُُم الهذِّ يم  حِّ ا ره َ َكاَن َغفُور  نه َّللاه  

Prohibited to you [for marriage] are your mothers, your daughters, your sisters, your 
father’s sisters, your mother’s sisters, your brother’s daughters, your sister’s daughters, 
your [milk] mothers who nursed you, your sisters through nursing, your wives’ mothers, 
and your step-daughters under your guardianship [born] of your wives unto whom you 
have gone in. But if you have not gone in unto them, there is no sin upon you. And [also 
prohibited are] the wives of your sons who are from your [own] loins, and that you take 
[in marriage] two sisters simultaneously, except for what has already occurred. Indeed, 
Allah is ever Forgiving and Merciful. (Surah Al Nisa: 23) 

  

While many people are against the idea of cousin marriages, many common 
relationships that exist today could carry far more risks (you can find out more 
from here.177 Some people also take matters much further. For example, a British 
person in 2016 left his wife because he wanted to marry his own mother and start a 
family with her (more details from here178). Likewise, there was a case of a father who 
wanted to marry his own daughter (you can find out more from here179). 

  

  

As of 2019, there was even a case where one of the men in a homosexual relationship 
was expected to have a child with his own mother who was 61 years old at the time. 
You can find out more from here180. This is a much closer relationship than a cousin 
relationship (a “cousin” is the child of a parent’s sibling, whereas the son in this 
relationship had a direct relationship with his own mother). This relationship is very 
complex and could potentially confuse the child as to how they have 3 parents (two 

                                                             
177 http://factsaboutyouth.com/posts/health-risks-of-the-homosexual-lifestyle/  
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7313229/  
180 https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/apr/06/us-woman-61-says-being-surrogate-was-gift-for-her-son-
and-his-  
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males and one female); that the mother and grandmother are the same person and that 
the mother /grandmother is also the mother of one of the fathers. Still, all of this was 
perfectly legal and none of the 3 people in the relationship found anything wrong with 
this. 

  

There are of course cases within the Muslim community of inter-racial marriages 
/marriages between people of different communities. The Prophet PBUH (Peace Be 
Upon Him) married Safiya bint Huyayy, who was from a Jewish background (she 
became Muslim and was one of the “Mothers of the Believers”) and also had a son, 
Ibrahim, with Mariya Al Qibtiyya (the Coptic) who was Egyptian. In modern times, some 
famous examples include British singer Yusuf Islam (formerly Cat Stevens) who married 
Fauzia Ali from the Indian Subcontinent and British Somali athlete Mohammed Farah 

who married Tania Nell who appears to be of white European /mixed race origin. 

  

So why do people marry from an Islamic point of view and what criteria are there for 
marriage? The reasons for why people marry women is explained by the Prophet 
PBUH: “It was narrated from Abu Hurairah that the Prophet said: “Women are married 
for four things: their wealth, their nobility, their beauty and their religious commitment. 
Choose the one who is religiously committed, may your hands be rubbed with dust.” 
(Sunan Al Nisai 3230)”. For clarification, in this context the phrase “rubbed with dust” 
refers to someone making a good decision. This phrase is not really used nowadays. 

  

It is mentioned in the Quran: 

ْشِرَكة   َولَوْ  أَْعَجبَتْكُمْ  ۗ َوالَ  تُنِكُحوا الُْمْشِرِكينَ  َحتَى   يُْؤِمنُوا ۚ َولَعَْبد    ن مُّ ْؤِمنَة   َخْير   م ِ َوالَ  تَنِكُحوا اْلُمْشِركَاتِ  َحتَى   يُْؤِمنَ  ۚ َوَْلََمة   مُّ
ئِكَ  يَْدعُونَ  إِلَى النَارِ  ۖ َوّللَاُ  يَْدعُو إِلَى اْلَجنَةِ  َواْلَمْغِفَرةِ  بِِإْذنِهِ  ۖ  َويُبَي ِنُ  آيَاتِهِ  لِلنَاِس  لَعَلَُهمْ   ْشِرك   َولَوْ  أَْعَجبَكُمْ  ۗ أُولَ  ن مُّ ْؤِمن   َخيْر   م ِ مُّ

 يَتَذََكُرونَ 

And do not marry polytheistic women until they believe. And a believing slave woman is 
better than a polytheist, even though she might please you. And do not marry 
polytheistic men [to your women] until they believe. And a believing slave is better than 
a polytheist, even though he might please you. Those invite [you] to the Fire, but Allah 
invites to Paradise and to forgiveness, by His permission. And He makes clear His 
verses to the people that perhaps they may remember. (Surah Al Baqara: 221) 

  

People are therefore encouraged to marry on the basis of religion. That does not mean 
however, that religion is the only criteria and the other qualities need to present as well 
such as beauty. The Prophet PBUH mentioned: “Mughirah bin Shubah wanted to marry 
a woman. The Prophet PBUH said to him: “Go and look at her, for that is more likely to 
create love between you.” So he did that, and married her, and mentioned how well he 
got along with her. (Hadith 1865)”. Notice that although men and women are not 
allowed to freely mix and need to dress modestly, there are exceptions. Please do not 
take the wrong meaning here; there is a limit to how much the body they are allowed to 
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see and that is a separate topic with different opinions. You can get an idea of this 
from here181. 

  

Marriage is a very personal choice and even when the above criteria are met, that does 
not mean that everything will be perfect as sometimes some of the greatest people 
cannot live together. People can understand this themselves if they consider how two 
people might be great individuals but might not be able to live together (such as if a man 
only speaks Amharic and he wants to marry a woman who only speaks Mongolian; how 
will they communicate?). There was an example of incompatibility between Zaid ibn Al 
Haritha, a companion of the Prophet PBUH who was also his adopted son (before the 
ruling on adoption was removed) who married Zainab bint Jahsh. They eventually 
divorced and the Prophet PBUH married Zainab bint Jahsh who went on to become one 

of the “Mothers of the Believers”. This incident is mentioned in the Quran: 

  

ْك َعلَْيَك َزوْ  ُ َعلَْيهِّ َوأَْنعَْمَت َعلَْيهِّ أَْمسِّ ي أَْنعََم َّللاه َك مَ َوإِّْذ تَقُوُل لِّلهذِّ َ َوتُْخفِّي فِّي نَْفسِّ يهِّ وَ َجَك َواتهقِّ َّللاه ُ ُمْبدِّ ُ أََحقُّ ا َّللاه تَْخَشى النهاَس َوَّللاه
ْجَناَكَها لَِّكْي ََل يَكُوَن َعلَ أَن تَْخَشاهُ  ا َزوه ْنَها َوَطر  ا َقَضٰى َزْيد  م ِّ ْم إِّذَا َقضَ  ۖ َفلَمه َيائِّهِّ نِّيَن َحَرج  فِّي أَْزَواجِّ أَْدعِّ ا ۚ ى اْلُمْؤمِّ ْنُهنه َوَطر  ْوا مِّ

ِّ َمْفعُوَل    َوَكاَن أَْمُر َّللاه

And [remember, O Muhammad], when you said to the one on whom Allah bestowed 
favor and you bestowed favor, “Keep your wife and fear Allah,” while you concealed 
within yourself that which Allah is to disclose. And you feared the people, while Allah 
has more right that you fear Him. So when Zayd had no longer any need for her, We 
married her to you in order that there not be upon the believers any discomfort 
concerning the wives of their adopted sons when they no longer have need of them. 
And ever is the command of Allah accomplished. (Surah Al Ahzab: 37) 

  

Regarding the case of interfaith marriages, some people might wonder why Muslims 
usually marry other Muslims. Apart from what was mentioned earlier regarding marrying 
for religion, great emphasis is placed on the importance of children and to give them a 
good upbringing. The Prophet PBUH mentioned: 

  

“When a human being dies, all of his deeds are terminated except for three types: an 
ongoing sadaqah, a knowledge (of Islam) from which others benefit, and a righteous 
child who makes du’a for him.” (Muslim and others). For reference, “Sadaqah” is a 
charity /ongoing charity such as building a well, giving money to the poor or other than 

that. 

  

                                                             
181 https://islamqa.info/en/answers/2572/limits-of-looking-at-ones-fiancee-and-the-ruling-on-touching-her-and-
being-alone-with-her-is-her-permission-a-condition-of-being-allowed-to-look-at-her  

https://islamqa.info/en/answers/2572/limits-of-looking-at-ones-fiancee-and-the-ruling-on-touching-her-and-being-alone-with-her-is-her-permission-a-condition-of-being-allowed-to-look-at-her
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/2572/limits-of-looking-at-ones-fiancee-and-the-ruling-on-touching-her-and-being-alone-with-her-is-her-permission-a-condition-of-being-allowed-to-look-at-her
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/2572/limits-of-looking-at-ones-fiancee-and-the-ruling-on-touching-her-and-being-alone-with-her-is-her-permission-a-condition-of-being-allowed-to-look-at-her
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One of the 3 things mentioned are righteous children who can make Dua /supplicate for 
their parents. This is might be an issue then if for example someone is Muslim and 
wants to achieve this aim but is married to someone who comes from a very different 
religious background. If religion forms a strong part of someone’s life, it came be difficult 
to marry someone from another religion and potentially lead to conflict between them 
and /or confusion among the children. 

  

Some people incorrectly think that if someone converts to Islam at the time of marriage, 
that means that they were forced to accept Islam. However, many people change their 
religion out of their own free will. It is also very common for someone to take an interest 
in their spouse’s interest. For example, if someone marries an Italian, they might very 
well take an interest in travelling more to Italy, learning more about the culture and 
might even take Italian lessons. If someone marries a Muslim, is it not possible then that 
the person would have an interest in learning more about the religion? There is no 
compulsion in religion so if someone wants to marry another person that does not mean 
that they should be forced to convert to the religion if they do not believe in it. 
Incidentally, Zainab, the daughter of the Prophet PBUH was married to a non-Muslim, 
Abu Al As ibn Al Rabi, before the revelation and remained married to her for some time 
after the revelation. He did not accept Islam then for a while although eventually 
accepted Islam. 

  

There are some famous cases of Interfaith marriages with Muslims such as with 
American stand-up comedian, Dean Obeidullah sometimes mentions in his comedy how 
his father is a Palestinian Muslim and that his mother is Sicilian (he sometimes also 
mentions things such as attending “communion”). Likewise, various Indian actors such 
as Aamir Khan and Shah Rukh Khan have been married for many years and have 
children but their wives are Hindu. 

  

As I mentioned earlier, marriage is a very personal choice but I hope this has given you 
some insights. If you would like to find out more about the Islamic ruling regarding 

marrying people of other faiths, perhaps you can find more information from here. 182 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                             
182 https://islamqa.info/en/answers/21380/ruling-on-a-muslim-man-marrying-a-non-muslim-woman-and-vice-
versa  

https://islamqa.info/en/answers/21380/ruling-on-a-muslim-man-marrying-a-non-muslim-woman-and-vice-versa
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/21380/ruling-on-a-muslim-man-marrying-a-non-muslim-woman-and-vice-versa
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/21380/ruling-on-a-muslim-man-marrying-a-non-muslim-woman-and-vice-versa


   
 

 
 143 

Q46: Why do Muslims believe in “fairy tales”? 
 
 
All religions contain stories that may seem illogical and /or hard to comprehend as we 
cannot see them. This can include all sorts of things such as angels, hell and paradise. 
But do we need to see everything to fully believe in them? People cannot see many 
things that have already been proven scientifically, such as the existence of molecules, 
air around us, radiation in the atmosphere and much more. People believe in such 
things without ever seeing them. For example, people can fully believe that they have a 
brain despite never seeing and that if someone cut their head open they would die, 
despite having never experienced death before. 

  

People have had doubts about Islamic stories before. Such a thing occurred during the 
time of the Prophet PBUH (Peace Be Upon Him) when he first had the revelation and 
saw the angel for the first time that nobody else saw. It is mentioned in the Quran: 

  

ُق َعنِّ اْلَهَوىٰ   َوَما يَنطِّ

The heart did not lie [about] what it saw. (Surah Al Najm 11) 

  

It is also mentioned in the Quran: 

  

دِّ ا دِّ اْلَحَرامِّ إَِّلى اْلَمْسجِّ َن اْلَمْسجِّ هِّ لَْيَل  م ِّ ي أَْسَرٰى بِّعَْبدِّ ْن آيَاتِّنَسُْبَحاَن الهذِّ يَهُ مِّ ي َباَرْكنَا َحْولَهُ لِّنُرِّ يُع ا ۚ إِّ ْۡلَْقَصى الهذِّ نههُ هَُو السهمِّ
يرُ   اْلبَصِّ

Exalted is He who took His Servant by night from al-Masjid al-Haram to al-Masjid al- 
Aqsa, whose surroundings We have blessed, to show him of Our signs. Indeed, He is 
the Hearing, the Seeing. (Surah Al Isra 1) 

  

This is a reference to the journey of Isra and Miraj where the Prophet PBUH went from 
Makkah to Jerusalem and returned in one night (you can find out more about the 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2020/03/05/q46-why-do-muslims-believe-in-fairy-tales/
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journey from here183. Many people at the time did not believe him as it might have taken 
a month to make such a journey back then. However, now that technology has 
improved considerably, it is quite easy to take flights and cover great distances. 
  

The Quran is not a scientific book and does not need to contain science. However, 
various things have been mentioned in the Quran, which have only been confirmed 
scientifically fairly recently. For example, it is mentioned: 

  

عُونَ َوا لسهَماَء بَنَْينَاَها بِّأَْيٍد َوإِّنها لَُموسِّ  

And the heaven We constructed with strength, and indeed, We are [its] expander. 
(Surah Al Dhariyat 47) 

This refers to the expanding of the universe, which we now from the big bang theory 

  

يَانِّ بَْينَُهَما بَ  ْرَزخ  َله يَْبغِّ  

He released the two seas, meeting [side by side] (Surah Al Rahman 20) 

  

This refers to the sea having an invisible barrier between mineral and salt water. This 
can be seen practically in various places such as in South Africa 

  

يَن َكفَُروا أَنه السهَماَواتِّ َواْۡلَْرَض َكانَتَا َرتْق ا فَفَتَْقنَاهُ  ٍ ۖ أَفَََل يُْؤمِّ أََولَْم يََر الهذِّ َن اْلَماءِّ كُله َشْيٍء َحي  نُونَ َما ۖ َوَجعَْلنَا مِّ  

Have those who disbelieved not considered that the heavens and the earth were a 
joined entity, and We separated them and made from water every living thing? Then will 
they not believe? (Surah Al Anbiya 30) 

                                                             
183 https://islamqa.info/en/answers/84314/refutation-of-those-who-claim-that-the-story-of-the-isra-and-miraaj-is-
a-myth  

https://islamqa.info/en/answers/84314/refutation-of-those-who-claim-that-the-story-of-the-isra-and-miraaj-is-a-myth
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/84314/refutation-of-those-who-claim-that-the-story-of-the-isra-and-miraaj-is-a-myth
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/84314/refutation-of-those-who-claim-that-the-story-of-the-isra-and-miraaj-is-a-myth
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This refers to the continents (Asia, Europe, Africa, Australasia, Antarctica and the 
Americas) all being connected together once and now being separate. It also makes 
reference to everything living thing containing water. We now know both of these to be 
true. 

  

It is also mentioned: 

 
And certainly did We create man from an extract of clay. Then We placed him as a 
sperm-drop in a firm lodging. Then We made the sperm-drop into a clinging clot, and 
We made the clot into a lump [of flesh], and We made [from] the lump, bones, and We 
covered the bones with flesh; then We developed him into another creation. So blessed 
is Allah, the best of creators. (Surah Al Muminoon 12-14) 
  

This is a reference to the various stages of human embryology. 

  

None of these stories have been proven completely wrong and /completely contradict 
scientific facts (not theories). You can find out more from the book, The Bible, the Quran 
and Science by Dr Maurice Buccaille. You can read it from here184. 
  

Apart from the above, the Prophet PBUH made various prophesies regarding the End of 
Times /events that would occur before the Day of Judgement. There are two types: 
minor signs and major signs. Regarding the minor signs, you can find a list of many of 
them from here185. This is a very long topic so this is not an extensive list. 
  

I would like bring your particular attention to these which have already come true: 
Naked, destitute, barefoot shepherds will compete in building tall buildings (Sahih 
Bukhari, Vol 1: book 2: 47) (this is a reference to what we are witnessing in the Arabian 
Peninsula which many tall buildings such as in Dubai, Kuwait and other places, which 
used to be barren desert not too long ago); Arabia will become a land of gardens and 

                                                             
184 https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Quran-Science-Maurice-Bucaille/dp/8172311613  
185 https://www.islamicfinder.org/news/48-signs-of-qiyamah/ 

https://quran.com/23/12?translations=20
https://quran.com/23/12?translations=20
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Quran-Science-Maurice-Bucaille/dp/8172311613
https://www.islamicfinder.org/news/48-signs-of-qiyamah/
https://www.amazon.com/Bible-Quran-Science-Maurice-Bucaille/dp/8172311613
https://www.islamicfinder.org/news/48-signs-of-qiyamah/
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rivers (Sahih Muslim, Book 005: 2208) (this is happening as many places in the Arabian 
peninsula are more green than they used to be). There are also some more here186. 
Some of these that have already occurred include: people will indulge in homosexuality; 
children of fornication will become widespread or prevalent. [at-Tabarani, al-Hakim]; 
when men lie with men, and women lie with women. [Al-Haythami]; adultery and 
fornication will be prevalent. [Bukhari, Muslim, Ibn Majah]; the nations of the Earth will 
gather against the Muslims like hungry people going to sit at a table full of food. This will 
occur when the Muslims are large in number, but “like the foam of the sea”; 
books/writing will be widespread and (religious) knowledge will be low. [Ahmad] 
  

The Prophet PBUH mentioned: “The major portents of the Hour are those which were 
mentioned by the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) in the hadeeth 
of Hudhayfah ibn Aseed, and there are ten signs: The Dajjaal; the descent of ‘Eesa ibn 
Maryam (Jesus son of Mary); Ya’jooj and Ma’jooj (Gog and Magog); three landslides, 
one in the east, one in the west and one in the Arabian Peninsula; the smoke; the rising 
of the sun from its place of setting; the Beast; and the fire which will drive the people to 
their place of gathering. These signs will appear one after another, and when the first of 
these signs appear, the others will come soon after.” You can find out more 
from here 187 
  

For clarification: “Dajjal” is the “Anti-Christ”. The root word “Dajal” in Arabic can have 
various meanings, most notably to lie /deceive. It can also mean to cover and to pass 
through places. Incidentally, this is similar to the actual belief about the Dajjal –that he 
will be a liar who will hide the truth and will pass through the earth. Yajooj and Majooj 
are large groups of people who will spread corruption on earth and nobody will be able 
to defeat them. The beast will emerge from the earth and speak to people. You can get 
a rough idea about them from here188. 
  

None of the major signs have occurred yet and they seem to be much harder to 
comprehend than the minor signs. However, there was a time when the minor signs 
would have also been very hard to comprehend (such as the shepherds competing to 
build tall buildings or deserts becoming green, which could not have been imagined 
over 1,400 years ago). Again, none of these prophesies have been completed 
disproved. 

  

                                                             
186 https://www.reddit.com/r/islam/comments/3jlua4/77_minor_signs_of_qiyamah/  
187 https://islamqa.info/en/answers/78329/the-lesser-and-greater-signs-of-the-day-of-resurrection  
188 https://islamqa.info/en/answers/171/the-dajjaal-anti-christ-al-daabbah-the-beast-and-yajooj-and-majooj-gog-
and-magog  

https://www.reddit.com/r/islam/comments/3jlua4/77_minor_signs_of_qiyamah/
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/78329/the-lesser-and-greater-signs-of-the-day-of-resurrection
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/171/the-dajjaal-anti-christ-al-daabbah-the-beast-and-yajooj-and-majooj-gog-and-magog
https://www.reddit.com/r/islam/comments/3jlua4/77_minor_signs_of_qiyamah/
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/78329/the-lesser-and-greater-signs-of-the-day-of-resurrection
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/171/the-dajjaal-anti-christ-al-daabbah-the-beast-and-yajooj-and-majooj-gog-and-magog
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/171/the-dajjaal-anti-christ-al-daabbah-the-beast-and-yajooj-and-majooj-gog-and-magog
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Apart from science, when comparing religious texts, it is interesting to note that out of all 
religions, there are 3 in particular that are very similar. They are Judaism, Christianity 
and Islam. They follow the Torah, Bible and Quran respectively. They all have very 
similar stories and prophets such as the story of Nuh (Noah) and the ark /flood; Musa 
(Moses) with Pharaoh; Yunus (Jonah) who was swallowed by a whale; Yusuf (Joseph) 
who was thrown into a well; Adam and Eve (Hawa) and the tree that they were not 
allowed to eat from and more. The Prophet PBUH lived about 600 years after Isa 
(Jesus) PBUH and he lived a long time after Musa PBUH. All three of them lived in 
different countries. Despite this, all 3 religions have so many similar stories. 

  

From an archaeological point of view, many of the cities /countries mentioned in the 
Islamic texts such as Makkah, Medina, Tabuk, Yemen, Levantine /Asia Minor, Hunain 
and other places still exist today. Some places have undergone name changes such as 
“Persia” (now Iran and neighbouring countries), “Abyssinia” (now Ethiopia) and 
“Costantinople” (now Istanbul). Specific locations that were mentioned such as “Ghar 
Hira” where the revelation first came, can still be seen today. Likewise, many of the 
personal belongings of the Prophet PBUH and his companions can still be seen today in 
various museums, most notably at the Islamic museum at the Topkapi Palace in 
Istanbul. This includes things such as swords, clothes and food bowls. Among the 
collection is a letter written by the scribe of the Prophet PBUH to Muqawqas, who was 
the leader of Egypt at the time. 

  

Taking into account of all that has been mentioned earlier (including the prophesies, 
scientific references and archaeological evidence), could all of this simply be a pure 
coincidence? If after studying the religion and reading the Quran people have doubts, 
the challenge for creating a similar book is still open within the Quran itself: 

  

ِّ إِّن كُنتُْم َصا ن ُدونِّ َّللاه ثْلِّهِّ َواْدعُوا َمنِّ اْستََطْعتُم م ِّ قِّينَ أَْم يَقُولُوَن اْفتََراهُ ۖ قُْل فَأْتُوا بِّسُوَرةٍ م ِّ دِّ  

  

Or do they say [about the Prophet], “He invented it?” Say, “Then bring forth a surah like 
it and call upon [for assistance] whomever you can besides Allah, if you should be 
truthful.” Surah Yunus 38 
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Of course, there is no compulsion in religion so it is mentioned in the Quran: 

  

Say, “O disbelievers, I do not worship what you worship. Nor are you worshipers of what 
I worship. Nor will I be a worshiper of what you worship. Nor will you be worshipers of 
what I worship. For you is your religion, and for me is my religion.” (Surah Al Kafiroon) 
  

People are therefore free to choose their paths in life. Still, being open minded and 
having knowledge and awareness is always useful, even if people do not agree with 
each other. If someone is Muslim, it helps to have a basic awareness and 
understanding of other religious beliefs and likewise if someone is not Muslim they are 
welcome to look at basic Islamic beliefs as well. I hope that this article has at least given 
you some basic understanding of the religion. Please feel free to have a look at the 
other articles and if you find them useful, please share them. 
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Q47: Why do Muslims try to overthrow their leaders?  
 
 
For better or for worse, it is nothing new for people to rise up against their governments 
and on occasion try to overthrow them. This has occurred on many occasions all over 
the world such as during the French Revolution, the Russian Revolution, the freedom 
movement in the US during the 1960s, the war in Afghanistan against the USSR, the 
Indian war of independence against the British and more.  

 

Many of the modern-day conflicts that occur in the Arab and Muslim World were initiated 
by others. For example: the Sykes –Picot agreement between the British and French in 
1916, which planned how to draw the borders of the Arab World following the collapse 
of the Ottoman Empire (it collapsed later in 1924); the British played a role in drawing 
the borders for India, Pakistan and East Pakistan (now Bangladesh); the British Arthur 
Balfour made a declaration in 1917 to establish a home for the Jews in Palestine, which 
led to subsequent conflicts with the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, the 6 
Day War in 1967 and more; the US overthrew the first democratically elected President 
of Iran, Mohammed Mussadiq in 1953 in favour of the Shah of Iran, which led to the 
Iranian Revolution in 1979 and subsequent problems (the US admitted their 
involvement in a military coup in Iran, which you can read here189); Communists 
destroyed many mosques and other places of worship in Europe and Asia and in 1992 
there was a war in Bosnia; in 2001, the US invaded Afghanistan; in 2003, the US 
invaded Iraq, which led to subsequent problems there and in neighbouring countries 
such as Syria; the UK allowed Asma Al Assad (wife of Syrian President Bashar Al 
Assad) to live in the UK with full benefits while allowing her to keep her British 
nationality and more. It is understandable then that many Arabs and Muslims around 
the world would be very angry and upset because of what happened in their recent 
history. However, dwelling on the past will not change it and simply blaming the “other” 
will not resolve the problems. The Muslims were very successful and powerful once so 
what happened? 

 

It is mentioned in the Quran:  

يكُۡم َويَۡعفُواْ َعن َكثِّيٍرٌ۬  يبٍَةٌ۬ فَبَِّما َكَسبَۡت أَۡيدِّ صِّ ن مُّ بَُڪم م ِّ ـٰ  َوَما  أََص

 

And whatever strikes you of disaster - it is for what your hands have earned; but He 

pardons much. (Surah Al Shura 30) 

 

                                                             
189 https://www.google.com/amp/s/amp.theguardian.com/world/2013/aug/19/cia-admits-
role-1953-iranian-coup  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2020/06/14/q47-why-do-muslims-try-to-overthrow-their-leaders/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/amp.theguardian.com/world/2013/aug/19/cia-admits-role-1953-iranian-coup
https://www.google.com/amp/s/amp.theguardian.com/world/2013/aug/19/cia-admits-role-1953-iranian-coup
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There is no doubt that even in recent times, Muslims have been very active in all walks 
of life and have held some important positions in society. A few examples include: ABP 
Abdul Kalam (Indian scientist and former President of India), Sadiq Khan (Mayor of 
London), Captain Mona Shindy (Australia’s first female and first Muslim naval captain), 
Haroon Mota (British charity worker who among other things raised £55,000 for charity 
by running 260 km while fasting in Ramadan 2020) and many others. I would like to tell 
you that Muslims are always the best people in the world but the reality is that apart 
from many Muslims not praying or fasting for whatever reason, there are many Muslims 
who do not follow the basic doctrines of Islam and do all sorts of things such as drink 
and sell alcohol, work in pubs /nightclubs, cheat, lie, are racist, pray to other religious 
people at shrines; many Muslim women wear clothing that is more revealing than 
clothes worn by many non-Muslims and much more. How can Muslims claim to be the 

best of people then?  

 

The Prophet PBUH (Peace Be Upon Him) mentioned: “Allah the Almighty is Good and 
accepts only that which is good. And verily Allah has commanded the believers to do 
that which He has commanded the Messengers. So the Almighty has said: “O (you) 
Messengers! Eat of the tayyibat [all kinds of halal (legal) foods], and perform righteous 
deeds.” [23:51] and the Almighty has said: “O you who believe! Eat of the lawful things 
that We have provided you.” [2:172]” Then he PBUH mentioned [the case] of a man 
who, having journeyed far, is disheveled and dusty, and who spreads out his hands to 
the sky saying “O Lord! O Lord!,” while his food is haram (unlawful), his drink is haram, 
his clothing is haram, and he has been nourished with haram, so how can [his 
supplication] be answered? [Muslim]. This suggests that if people do not perform their 

duties, their supplications will not be answered.  

 

The result of such behavior is explained in the Quran:  

ُ ٱۡلغَنِّىُّ َوأَنتُُم ٱۡلفُقََرا ءُ  ۚ َوإِّن  ۦ ۚ َوٱَّلله هِّ ن يَۡبَخلُ  ۖ َوَمن يَۡبَخۡل َفإِّنهَما يَۡبَخُل عَ ن نهۡفسِّ نُڪم مه ِّ فَمِّ ـٰ ُؤََل ءِّ تُۡدَعۡوَن لِّتُنفِّقُواْ فِّى َسبِّيلِّ ٱَّلله ـٰ أَنتُۡم َه َه

لَكُم  ـٰ اْ أَۡمثَ ا َغۡيَركُۡم ثُمه ََل يَكُونُو  ۡل قَۡوم   تَتََولهۡواْ يَۡستَۡبدِّ

Here you are - those invited to spend in the cause of Allah - but among you are those 
who withhold [out of greed]. And whoever withholds only withholds [benefit] from 
himself; and Allah is the Free of need, while you are the needy. And if you turn away, 
He will replace you with another people; then they will not be the likes of you. (Surah 
Mohammed: 38) 

 

The Prophet PBUH said: The people will soon summon one another to attack you as 
people when eating invite others to share their dish. Someone asked: Will that be 
because of our small numbers at that time? He replied: No, you will be numerous at that 
time: but you will be scum and rubbish like that carried down by a torrent, and Allah will 
take fear of you from the breasts of your enemy and last enervation into your hearts. 
Someone asked: What is wahn (enervation). Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص): He replied: Love 

of the world and dislike of death. (Sunan Abu Dawud 4297) 

https://sunnah.com/muslim/12/83
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So what should Muslims do then? It is mentioned in the Quran:  

ُ بِّقَۡوٍمٌ۬  مۡ  ۗ َوإِّذَا  أََراَد ٱَّلله ہِّ َ ََل يُغَي ُِّر َما بِّقَۡوٍم َحتهٰى يُغَي ُِّرواْ َما بِّأَنفُسِّ ِّ  ۗ إِّنه ٱَّلله ۡن أَۡمرِّ ٱَّلله ۦ يَۡحفَظُونَهُ  ۥ مِّ ۡن َخۡلفِّهِّ ۢن بَۡينِّ يََدۡيهِّ َومِّ  م ِّ
ت ٌ۬ ـٰ لَهُ  ۥ ُمعَق ِّبَ

ن َوالٍ  ۦ مِّ ن ُدونِّهِّ ا فَََل َمَرده لَهُ  ۥ ۚ َوَما لَُهم م ِّ ء ٌ۬  سُو 

For each one are successive [angels] before and behind him who protect him by the 
decree of Allah. Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people until they change 
what is in themselves. And when Allah intends for a people ill, there is no repelling it. 
And there is not for them besides Him any patron. (Surah Al Raad: 11) 

 

The above narrations and verses all encourage the same thing; self-reflection and for 
people to work on improving themselves (it is not restricted to purely praying and 
fasting). There is more specific advice for how to deal with such matters:  

 

Be patient. It is mentioned in the Quran:  

يَن هُم  ٱلهذِّ يَن ٱتهقَواْ وه َ َمَع ٱلهذِّ ا يَۡمُڪُروَن )١٢٧( إِّنه ٱَّلله مه ۡم َوََل تَُك فِّى َضۡيٍقٌ۬ م ِّ ِّ  ۚ َوََل تَۡحَزۡن َعلَۡيهِّ  َوٱۡصبِّۡر َوَما َصۡبُرَك إَِّله بِّٱَّلله
نُوَن )١٢٨( ۡحسِّ  مُّ

And be patient, [O Muhammad], and your patience is not but through Allah. And do not 
grieve over them and do not be in distress over what they conspire. Indeed, Allah is with 

those who fear Him and those who are doers of good. (Surah Al Nahl: 127-128) 

Even if someone reads the life of the Prophet PBUH, they will know that he went 
through great challenges including being boycotted, witnessing his companions being 
tortured /killed, almost being killed himself, being driven out of his own homeland and 
much more. Despite this, he remained patient for 10 years without any retaliation at all 

but eventually he was successful  

 

Do not become angry. A man said to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him), “Counsel me,” so he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, “Do not 
become angry.” The man repeated [his request for counsel] several times, and [each 
time] he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, “Do not become angry.” [Al-
Bukhari] 

 

Change whatever wrong you can within your ability. The Messenger of Allah PBUH 
said: If any one you sees something objectionable, he should change it with his hand if 
he can change it with his hand. (The narrator Hammad broke the rest of the tradition 
which was completed by Ibn al-‘Ala’.) But if he cannot (do so), he should do it with his 
tongue, and if he cannot (do so with) his tongue he should do it in his heart, that being 
the weakest form of faith. (Sunan Abi Dawud 4340) 

 

https://sunnah.com/bukhari/78/143
https://sunnah.com/bukhari/78/143
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Do not try to overthrow your leaders. There is a narration: One day, the Messenger 
PBUH stood up among us and delivered a deeply moving speech to us that melted our 
hearts and caused our eyes to overflow with tears. It was said to him: 'O Messenger of 
Allah, you have delivered a speech of farewell, so enjoin something upon us.' He said: 'I 
urge you to fear Allah, and to listen and obey, even if (your leader) is an Abyssinian 
slave. After I am gone, you will see great conflict. I urge you to adhere to my Sunnah 
and the path of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs, and cling stubbornly to it. And beware of 
newly-invented matters, for every innovation is a going astray.'" Ibn majah hadith 42. 
While it might seem like a good idea initially to overthrow leaders, even recent history 
has proven that over a long period of time, this does not help and can only make 
matters much worse. A recent example of this was the Arab Spring of 2011 whereby 
many Muslims rose up and tried to overthrow their leaders such as in Tunisia, Egypt, 
Libya and Syria. This resulted in excessive conflict that caused the loss of many 
innocent lives, some of the worst refugee crisis’ in recent history, destruction of 
infrastructure, damage to the economy and much more. It also created a very negative 
image in the minds of many people towards Muslims in general, especially young 
Muslims and caused them to view them with suspicion. While some leaders had been 
overthrown, others remained safe and the Arab countries did not really progress much 
after the wars. People might be able to blame and curse leaders, but leaders are also 
human and they come from the public. If people are so corrupt themselves, how can 
they expect their leaders to be almost like angels? You can read more about this topic 
from here190 and here191 

 

From the above, it can be seen that many of the uprisings did not follow the teachings of 
the Prophet PBUH and that might have contributed towards their failure. Many people 
also perhaps tried to overthrow their leaders based on dissatisfaction with their 

leadership related to the economy rather than because of the religion 

 

Respect non-Muslims as long as they are respectful towards you. There is of course 
good and bad in every society (including both Muslim and non-Muslim societies). It is 
mentioned in the Quran: “Perhaps Allah will put, between you and those to whom you 
have been enemies among them, affection. And Allah is competent, and Allah is 
Forgiving and Merciful. Allah does not forbid you from those who do not fight you 
because of religion and do not expel you from your homes - from being righteous 
toward them and acting justly toward them. Indeed, Allah loves those who act justly. 
Allah only forbids you from those who fight you because of religion and expel you from 
your homes and aid in your expulsion - [forbids] that you make allies of them. And 
whoever makes allies of them, then it is those who are the wrongdoers.” (Surah Al 
Mumtahana: 7-9). If anyone reads about the life of the Prophet PBUH, they would know 
that while many people did not respect the Prophet PBUH, his uncle, Abu Talib, was a 

                                                             
190 https://islamqa.info/en/answers/9911/is-it-permissible-to-rebel-against-the-ruler 
191 https://islamqa.info/en/answers/128453/is-it-obligatory-to-obey-a-ruler-who-does-not-rule-according-to-the-
book-of-allaah-and-the-sunnah-of-his-messenger-blessings-and-peace-of-allaah-be-upon-him  

https://islamqa.info/en/answers/9911/is-it-permissible-to-rebel-against-the-ruler
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/128453/is-it-obligatory-to-obey-a-ruler-who-does-not-rule-according-to-the-book-of-allaah-and-the-sunnah-of-his-messenger-blessings-and-peace-of-allaah-be-upon-him
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/128453/is-it-obligatory-to-obey-a-ruler-who-does-not-rule-according-to-the-book-of-allaah-and-the-sunnah-of-his-messenger-blessings-and-peace-of-allaah-be-upon-him
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great supporter for several years until his death (he never accepted Islam). The Prophet 
PBUH did not start hating his uncle because of how others treated him. Likewise, 

people should not start hating all non-Muslims because of politics 

 

I hope you have found this information useful and insightful and that it encourages 
people to try and do their part to change themselves and help others 
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Q48: Why do Muslims keep beards? 
 

Throughout history many people have kept beards in all parts of the world as far back 
as the Ancient Greeks, Ancient Egyptians and Babylonians and that was not a problem 
at all, although there were of course people who did not keep beards as well such as 
various Roman emperors. It is only in fairly recent times with modern reforms that 
people have stressed a need to shave the beard and many people have seen the beard 
as an obstacle to progress (Peter the Great of Russia for example set a beard tax and 
allowed people to forcefully shave those who kept beards). With that in mind, many 

people might find it strange then that Muslims often keep beards.  

 

Interestingly, even today there are many famous non-Muslims who have kept beards for 
large periods of their lives and that was not an obstacle at all. Some examples include: 
movie director Steven Spielberg, entrepreneur Richard Branson (CEO of the Virgin 

group) and former British Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook.  

 

From an Islamic point of view, in the Quran it is mentioned:  

 

يَل َولَۡم تَۡرقُۡب قَۡولِّى قۡ َت بَۡيَن بَنِّ ى  إِّۡسَرٲ ءِّ يُت أَن تَقُوَل فَره ى   ۖ إِّن ِّى َخشِّ  قَاَل يَۡبنَُؤمه ََل تَۡأخُ ۡذ بِّلِّۡحَيتِّى َوََل بَِّرۡأسِّ

 

[Aaron] said, "O son of my mother, do not seize [me] by my beard or by my head. 
Indeed, I feared that you would say, 'You caused division among the Children of Israel, 

and you did not observe [or await] my word.' " (Surah Taha: 94) 

 

Also, the Prophet PBUH (Peace Be Upon Him) said: Act against the polytheists, trim 
closely the moustache and grow beard (Sahih Muslim: 259c) 

 

Based on the above, it can be seen that keeping a beard is important in Islam. Just how 
important keeping a beard is exactly and any penalties for not keeping one is something 

that I am not specialised in. Perhaps you can find more information from here192 

 

Some people see a beard as a symbol of Islam. In many ways it can be but there are 
also people of all religious background who keep beards such as Orthodox Jews, Amish 
Christians, many Hindus, Sikhs and others. With that, some people such as Sikhs have 
been mistaken for being Muslim. On a personal note, I find it quite ironic that when I 

                                                             
192 https://islamqa.info/en/answers/75525/doubts-about-the-obligation-to-let-the-beard-grow-and-answers-

to-them 

https://islamqa.info/en/answers/75525/doubts-about-the-obligation-to-let-the-beard-grow-and-answers-to-them
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/75525/doubts-about-the-obligation-to-let-the-beard-grow-and-answers-to-them
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was younger and did not have a beard, perhaps more people thought I was Muslim, but 
later when I kept a beard, many people (including many Muslims) mistook me for being 

Jewish!  

 

Some people will almost exaggerate the importance of the beard and its significance, as 
if it is a measure of how good /religious someone is. However, that does not give them 
the right to openly mock /insult Muslims who do not have beards or to place judgement 
on how religious they are. Nobody is perfect and it is possible that someone who keeps 
a beard does not pray or fast and does other things instead such as smoking openly just 
outside mosques whereas there are some Muslims who did not keep beards but have 
other good qualities. Some examples include: Sheikh Abdul Basit Abdul Samad (one of 
the greatest reciters of the Quran during his lifetime; you can hear some of his recitation 
from here193), APJ Abdul Kalam (former President of India and one of the most famous 
Indian scientists) and Ahmed Khalil (an executive coach, block chain advisor, board 
chairman / member and founder /co-founder of different businesses; you can find out 
more about him and his businesses from here194 and from here195) 

 

So how would one measure how good or bad someone is? Omar ibn Al Khattab, a 
noble companion of the Prophet PBUH and second Caliph of Islam gave some 

guidance on this.  

 

Kharashah ibn al-Hurr reported: A man gave his testimony to Omar ibn al-Khattab, may 
Allah be pleased with him. Omar said to him, “I do not know you and it will not harm you 
that I do not know. Bring someone who knows you.” A man from his people said, “I 
know him.” Omar said, “What do you know about him?” The man said, “His justice and 
virtue.” Omar said, “Is he your closest neighbor, such that you know him by his coming 
and going by day and night?” The man said no. Omar said, “Then, have you had 
business dealings with him, by which you are shown his piety?” The man said no. Omar 
said, “Then, have you traveled with him on a journey, by which you are shown his good 
character?” The man said no. Omar said, “You do not know him.” Omar turned to the 

witness and said, “Bring me someone who knows you.” 

 

From this, we learn that among the ways of knowing someone is not purely by what 
they look like or even how much they pray or fast but by living with them, travelling with 

them or doing business with them.  

 

                                                             
193 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jK-mxZC1GFk 
194 https://www.linkedin.com/in/aakwaqf 
195 https://www.internationalcoachmasters.com/) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jK-mxZC1GFk
https://www.linkedin.com/in/aakwaqf
https://www.internationalcoachmasters.com/
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Some people seem to connect many difficulties in their lives purely to the fact that they 
have beards ranging from difficulties in gaining employment to being stopped by the 
police and arrested. That might be true in some cases and even today, people often 
recommend shaving before going for a job interview. However, that is not always the 
case and there have been Muslims who have managed successfully despite keeping 
their beards. Some examples include: British comedian Guz Khan (he is a teacher by 
profession and won an award for the best teacher of the year for two consecutive 
years), Haroon Mota (a British charity worker who among other things ran 260 km while 
fasting during Ramadan 2020 and raised over £50,000 for charity; you can find out 
more about him from here196) and South African cricket player, Hashim Amla.  

 

Some Muslims might not keep beards due to politics. For example, during the time of 
the Soviet Union, many mosques, churches and other places of worship were actively 
destroyed. If someone kept a beard and was easily identifiable as Muslim, that might 

have put their life in danger.  

 

Some people do not keep beards to make themselves look younger, especially as their 
hair starts to lose its colour and turns grey /white. However, from an Islamic point of 
view, there is no shame in aging and there is a blessing in keeping a beard despite 
having grey /white hair. The Prophet PBUH mentioned: “Grey hair is the light of the 
believer; no man turns grey in Islam but for each grey hair he will have one hasanah 

and he will be raised in status one degree.” “Hasanah” is a virtue for doing a good deed.  

 

 

  

                                                             
196 https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-coventry-warwickshire-52799320 

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-coventry-warwickshire-52799320
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Q49: why do Muslims not take part in celebrations? 
 

Nowadays people have all sorts of celebrations such as Christmas and other 
celebrations that people around the world take part in. However, Muslims do not always 
take part in such celebrations so some people might wonder why and if they are being 

anti-social.  

 

There are many celebrations nowadays that many people attend including those who 
participate perhaps simply because they enjoy parties. People do not always stop 
however to look at the background behind the actual celebrations. Here are some 

examples: 

 

Christmas: this is a Christian celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, who they believe 
was the Son of God (Muslims believe he was one of the greatest prophets and is known 
as "Isa" in Arabic). it is interesting that Christmas does not always take place on 25 
December as there are some Christians who celebrate it on 7 January. Even more 
interesting is that there was a time when Christmas was banned in England due to its 
pagan roots such as being related to the winter solstice and Roman festivals. You can 

find out more from here197 

 

Easter: this is a similar Christian festival based on the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This 
also has some pagan roots and possibly relates to a goddess of fertility. You can read 
more from here198  

 

Halloween: this was a pagan festival by the Celtic people in England who offered 
harvests to spirits. You can find out more from here199. 

 

Valentine's Day: there is dispute over its origins but some think it relates to a Roman 
festival about two people known as At Valentine. During that time men and women were 
paired together. You can find out more from here200 

 

Nowadays this is seen as a day of love but involves men and women having relations 
with each other, sometimes involving young girls or women, which could possibly put 

                                                             
197 https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=YEDXBmMv5zE 
198 https://www.ancient-origins.net/myths-legends/ancient-pagan-origins-easter-001571 
199 https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.history.com/.amp/topics/halloween/history-of-halloween 
200 https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.history.com/.amp/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day-2 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=YEDXBmMv5zE
https://www.ancient-origins.net/myths-legends/ancient-pagan-origins-easter-001571
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.history.com/.amp/topics/halloween/history-of-halloween
https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.history.com/.amp/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day-2
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them at risk if someone were to take advantage of them. Is this a good thing? I have 
written a separate article about this that you can read from here201   

 

Mother's Day: Ironically Mother's Day never had anything to do with respecting one's 
mother but actually started off as an anti war movement. You can find out more from 
here202  

 

Mother's Day is relatively new but that does not mean that nobody loved or respected 
their mother before that. From an Islamic point if view, women and mothers in particular 

are given a high status.  

 

Abu Huraira reported: A man asked the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be 
upon him, “Who is most deserving of my good company?” The Prophet said, “Your 
mother.” The man asked, “Then who?” The Prophet said “Your mother.” The man asked 
again, “Then who?” The Prophet said, “Your mother.” The man asked again, “Then 
who?” The Prophet said, “Your father.” (Ṣahị̄h ̣al-Bukhārī 5626, Ṣahị̄h ̣Muslim 2548). 
There are many more celebrations all of which have different meanings and 
backgrounds.  

 

Some people might argue that while such celebrations might have pagan or other 
origins they are now social /community events such as the Olympic Games (historically 
this was done as a religious practice by the Ancient Greeks at Olympia but now it is 
perhaps the largest sporting event in the world). While that might be true in some cases, 
it is not always the case and not everyone agrees with the background behind every 

celebration.  

 

To put things into perspective; imagine for a moment that you went out and found a 
group of people happily celebrating and they gave you some sweets /snacks but then 
you found that rather than hosting a "Holocaust Memorial Day" they were hosting a 
"Holocaust Celebration Day" in honour of the killers. How would you feel? Would you be 
willing to participate and /or take any of the sweets or snacks that they were offering? 
While this might sound extreme, there are celebrations such as Christopher Columbus 
Day in honour of Christopher Columbus for discovering America. The reality however is 
that many people had already been to the Americas before him and his actions led to 
the killing of many native Americans, their homes being taken away from them and the 
enslavement of many Africans. Despite this he is still celebrated as a hero and credited 

                                                             
201 https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/10/26/christopher-columbus-day/ 
202 https://www.google.com/amp/s/api.nationalgeographic.com/distribution/public/amp/news/2015/05/150507-
mothers-day-history-holidays-anna-jarvis 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/10/26/christopher-columbus-day/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/api.nationalgeographic.com/distribution/public/amp/news/2015/05/150507-mothers-day-history-holidays-anna-jarvis
https://www.google.com/amp/s/api.nationalgeographic.com/distribution/public/amp/news/2015/05/150507-mothers-day-history-holidays-anna-jarvis
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with discovering America. I have written a separate article about him which you can 
read from here203 

 

 

From an Islamic point of view, other celebrations such as Christmas or other religious 
festivals contradict the teachings of Islam, which is why you might find Muslims who do 

not attend such events.  

 

Despite what Muslims might think of others beliefs they are still required to respect 
them.  

 

It is mentioned in the Quran:  

 

ينَ  تَسُبُّوا   َوََل  ن يَْدعُونَ  ٱلَّذِّ ِّ  ُدونِّ  مِّ َ  فَيَسُبُّوا   ٱّللَّ ا ٱّللَّ ع بِّغَْيرِّ  َعْدًوًۢ ِِّ لِّكَ  ۗ ْلم   ة   لِّكُل ِّ  َزيَّنَّا َكذَٰ م ىٰ َِإِّل ثُمَّ  َعَملَُهمْ  أُمَّ عُُهمْ  َرب ِّهِّ ْرجِّ  فَيُنَب ِّئُُهم مَّ

 يَْعَملُونَ  َكانُوا   بَِّما

And do not insult those they invoke other than Allah, lest they insult Allah in enmity 
without knowledge. Thus We have made pleasing to every community their deeds. 
Then to their Lord is their return, and He will inform them about what they used to do. 
Surah Al anaam 108 

It is also explained in Surah Al mumtahana 8-9:  

Allah does not forbid you from those who do not fight you because of religion and do not 
expel you from your homes - from being righteous toward them and acting justly toward 
them. Indeed, Allah loves those who act justly. Allah only forbids you from those who 
fight you because of religion and expel you from your homes and aid in your expulsion - 
[forbids] that you make allies of them. And whoever makes allies of them, then it is 
those who are the wrongdoers. 

 

The prophet PBUH never participated in other religious celebrations but still respected 

followers of other religions. Here is an example: 

 

 

Qays ibn Sa’d reported: A funeral passed by the Messenger of Allah, peace and 
blessings be upon him, and he stood up. It was said to him, “It is a Jew.” The Prophet 
said, “Was he not a soul?” In another narration, the Prophet said, “Verily, you stand to 
glorify Allah, who is the receiver of souls.” 

                                                             
203 https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/10/26/christopher-columbus-day/ 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/10/26/christopher-columbus-day/
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In Islam there are two celebrations of Eid ("Eid" means "celebration" in Arabic). There is 
Eid Al Fitr (Celebration of Breaking Fast after the month of Ramadan, the month of 
fasting) and "Eid Al Adha" ("Celebration of the Sacrifice", which occurs around the Hajj 
/Pilgrimage to Makkah; this follows the tradition of prophet Abraham /Ibrahim PBUH 
when he saw a dream that he was slaughtering his son so he was about to do that 
when he heard a call that he fulfilled the vision and he was allowed to slaughter cattle 
instead. Muslims now slaughter cattle and give the food to the poor and needy). How 
people celebrate is described here204 

 

Some people with good intentions like to celebrate "Milad Nabawi" /the Prophet's 
Birthday not realising its origins and the background behind it.  

 

This practice never existed in the early generations of Muslims. The practice was 
introduced hundreds of years after the death of the prophet PBUH by the Fatimids of 
Egypt. The Fatimids were a Shia sect that were very much despised by Muslims so they 
were also known as Kalbids (dogs). Also, the exact date of birth of the prophet PBUH 
was never known and his birth was never described in great detail as he was not a 
prophet yet but his death was described in great detail. The date that is now celebrated 
as the prophet's birthday is actually the date that the prophet PBUH died! Is it a 
celebration of the prophet's birthday or of his death? You can find out more from 
here205. Some Shia sects also remember the Day of Ashura during the first month of the 
Islamic calendar. I have translated a separate document about this, which you can see 
from here206  

 

Muslims can however participate in other activities and other community events outside 
of their celebrations. An example of this is referenced in the Quran in Surah Abasa 
regarding when the prophet PBUH met up with the heads of the Quraysh tribe when a 
blind companion entered so the prophet PBUH frowned.  

 

In modern times Muslims have participated in all walks of life such as with sports 
events. They gave also greatly excelled at sports and there are some notable examples 
such as Football player Mohammed Salah, Tae Kwon Do champion Kubra Dagli and 
Fencing champion Ebtihaj Mohammed. There are even some famous Muslim 
comedians such as Guz Khan and Preacher Moss. They can also participate in 

                                                             
204 https://www.google.com/amp/s/islamqa.info/amp/en/answers/36442 
205 https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1057/9781137394934_10 
206 http://en.alukah.net/Shariah/0/5766/ 

https://www.google.com/amp/s/islamqa.info/amp/en/answers/36442
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1057/9781137394934_10
http://en.alukah.net/Shariah/0/5766/
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interfaith events within the community. Some organisations that do this include IERA 
(here207) and Al Hikma Media (here208) 

  

                                                             
207 https://iera.org/  
208 https://m.facebook.com/AlHikmaUK/ 

https://iera.org/
https://m.facebook.com/AlHikmaUK/
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Q50: why are Muslims not fashionable? 
 

When seeing how Muslims dress, some people might be misled into believing that they 
are not fashionable because they do not follow popular fashion trends such as by 
women dressing modestly and men not having tattoos. There are however various 

reasons for such restrictions, which I will try to explain.  

 

Perhaps the most popular restriction is that women cover their bodies when going out 
and wear headscarves, unlike many non Muslims. I have explained this issue in more 
detail in a separate article that you can see from here209. I will mention a few other 

things here. 

 

In Islam, dressing modestly in public does not mean that women cannot dress 
fashionably in front of other women and /or close family members. In some narrations, 

marriage is  considered to be half of faith. It is mentioned in the Quran:  

 

And those who guard their private parts. Except from their wives or those their right 

hands possess, for indeed, they are not to be blamed - Surah Al Maarij 29-30 

There are various restrictions such as not being allowed to make eyebrows or have 
tattoos. It was narrated that ‘Abd-Allah said: “Allah has cursed the women who do 
tattoos and those who ask for tattoos to be done, those who ask for their eyebrows to 
be plucked, and the women ask for their teeth to be filed for the purpose of 

beautification, changing the creation of Allah.” You can read more from here210 

 

 

Regarding tattoos; they were historically used to mark which tribe someone came from 
but in Islam, one should not feel proud of their tribe over other tribes. It is mentioned in 
the Quran:  

 

َٰٓأَيَُّها كُم إِّنَّا ٱلنَّاسُ  يَٰ ن َخلَْقنَٰ كُمْ  َوأُنثَىٰ  ذََكر   م ِّ آَٰئِّلَ َوقَبَ  شُعُوبًا َوَجعَْلنَٰ ا    ندَ  أَْكَرَمكُمْ  إِّنَّ  ۚ لِّتَعَاَرفُوَٰٓ ِّ  عِّ كُمْ أَتْقَىٰ  ٱّللَّ َ  إِّنَّ  ۚ   َخبِّير   َعلِّيم   ٱّللَّ

O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female and made you peoples 
and tribes that you may know one another. Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of 
Allah is the most righteous of you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Acquainted. Surah Al 
Hujurat 13 

                                                             
209 https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/04/26/q3-hijab/ 
210 https://www.google.com/amp/s/islamqa.info/amp/en/answers/113548 

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/2018/04/26/q3-hijab/
https://www.google.com/amp/s/islamqa.info/amp/en/answers/113548
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I saw another reason for why tattoos can be a problem when working as an Arabic 
interpreter withing the UK. I went for an appointment at a hospital and interpreted for a 
medical professional who was wearing a shirt that had only one sleeve. After the 
appointment, he rolled it up and proudly showed me his large Arabic tattoo that went all 
around his wrist, asking if could read it (he found it on the internet). I was having 
difficulty as i found out he did not know that Arabic is written from right to left unlike 
English which is written from left to right so all the letters were written backwards! As I 
broke the news to him, it looked like he was about to have a heart attack as tattoos are 

permanent!  

 

From the above, it can be seen that restrictions have been placed on certain things that 
disfigure the natural body. This also suggests that people need to feel comfortable "in 
their own skin". This along with other restrictions such as women dressing modestly in 
public reduces social pressure on them to look good for everyone.  

 

Many people especially women have all sorts of non-essential cosmetic surgery to 
change their bodies, which are very expensive and carry various risks as all surgeries 
carry some form of risk. Some might argue that the surgery is good for boosting their 
self-esteem. But why do so many have low self-esteem? especially related to their 

bodies? You can find out more from ℎ𝑒𝑟𝑒211 

In many parts of the world, it is common for people of the same sex to uncover 
completely in front of each other such as in sports changing rooms or shower 
areas.  However, this is forbidden in Islam. 

 

In a narration, The Prophet PBUH (Peace Be Upon Him) said: A man should not see 
the private parts of another man, and a woman should not see the private parts of 
another woman, and a man should not lie with another man under one covering, and a 
woman should not lie with another woman under one covering. (Sahih Muslim 338a). I 
came across an example of how this can be a problem as part of my teacher training on 
e safety. 

 

As part of my training, I was told that two young women had an argument so later one of 
them took a photo of the other taking a shower during a PE lesson and not only shared 
it with others at the school but also uploaded it onto the Internet! E Safety is very 
important and I hope that nothing like this ever happens to anyone. Apart from e 
safety, dressing modestly can be useful as it can also provide additional protection from 
such things and stop people from openly commenting on and /or mocking others' body 

parts such as private parts.  

                                                             
211 https://www.healthline.com/health-news/more-people-getting-plastic-surgery#What-the-data-shows 

https://www.healthline.com/health-news/more-people-getting-plastic-surgery#What-the-data-shows
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There are restrictions to avoid copying people of other faiths. The Prophet 
PBUH forbade Qaza’. He (Nafi’) said: “What is Qaza’?” He said: “It means shaving part 
of a child’s head and leaving another part.” (Sunan Ibn Majah book 32 hadith 3637). 
Likewise, Muslims are not allowed to wear wigs or attach hair extensions as people 

such as some Jewish women who wear wigs. You can find out more from here212 

 

Some people take the restriction of not wearing clothes similar to people of other faiths 
to mean that things such as trousers or neck ties are also forbidden. However, this is 
not something that is exclusive to a particular religion. The Prophet PBUH wore a turban 
for example while others at the time wore turbans. People around the world wear 
trousers, jeans, shirts, pyjamas, kurtas and many other clothes regardless of their faith. 
If Muslims decide not to wear such clothes as non Muslims wear them as well, then 
what will they wear?  

 

Islam did not come to destroy people's cultures. You can see variations of clothing 
yourself such as if you look at traditional clothing from Saudi Arabia (often black for 
women) or Indonesia (very brightly coloured). There are many more examples if you 
search for pictures of traditional clothes from Mali, Bosnia, Morocco, Uzbekistan and 
other countries.  

 

There are some other restrictions, the reasons for which are somewhat unclear such as 
having to wear trousers above the ankles; not being allowed to dye hair with a black 
colour and men not being allowed to wear earrings or wear silk or gold 
garments. The Prophet PBUH said: "Gold and silk have been permitted for the females 
of my Ummah, and forbidden to the males." Sunan Nisai 5148). "Ummah" means 
"community" 

 

It is not clear why this is the case but perhaps in some ways this is a slightly lighter 
ruling for women as they need to follow stricter rules in public. There is also a reward in 

paradise. It is mentioned in the Quran:  

 

ئِّكَ 
َٰٓ لَٰ تُ  لَُهمْ  أُو  ى َعْدن   َجنَّٰ ن تَْجرِّ مُ  مِّ رُ  تَْحتِّهِّ نْ  فِّيَها يَُحلَّْونَ  ٱّْلَْنَهٰ رَ  مِّ ن أََساوِّ ن ُخْضًرا ثِّيَابًا َويَْلبَسُونَ  ذََهب   مِّ سُنُدس م ِّ  ِ  َوإِّْستَْبَرق   

ـ ِّينَ  تَّكِّ  ُمْرتَفَقًا َوَحسُنَتْ  ٱلثََّوابُ  نِّْعمَ  ۚ ٱّْلََرآَٰئِّكِّ  َعلَى فِّيَها مُّ

 

Those will have gardens of perpetual residence; beneath them rivers will flow. They will 
be adorned therein with bracelets of gold and will wear green garments of fine silk and 

                                                             
212 http://www.google.com/amp/s/islamqa.info/amp/en/answers/113548 

http://www.google.com/amp/s/islamqa.info/amp/en/answers/113548
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brocade, reclining therein on adorned couches. Excellent is the reward, and good is the 
resting place. (Surah kahf 31) 

 

Apart from all of the restrictions about Muslim dress code that people might talk about, 
various things have been encouraged. Women for example can wear henna, men are 
encouraged to keep beards and to use perfume and people need to pay attention to 

personal hygiene.  

 

Ironically, nowadays many of these things have become quite popular around the world 
(until as recent as the 19th century for example, many people in the West only took a 
bath about once a year). There are some notable examples of people who wore such 
clothes such as British television chef Nigella Lawson who chose to wear a burkini that 
covers her whole body rather than a bikini, which reveals most of the body. Likewise, 
many celebrities have kept beards at some point such as many WWE wrestlers and 
presenters Simon Cowell and Graham Norton. 

 

There are also many Muslim fashion designers and local brands such as:  

 

Dawud Khan (Indian /Pakistani clothes), Agha Noor (Indian /Pakistani style women's 
clothing), Abdul Samad Al Qurashi (perfume), Nayomi (women's underwear) and 

Bidoon Ism (women's headscarves and abaya). You can find out more from here213  

 

 

 

 

  

                                                             
213 https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.allure.com/gallery/muslim-owned-fashion-beauty-brands/amp 

https://www.google.com/amp/s/www.allure.com/gallery/muslim-owned-fashion-beauty-brands/amp
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BONUS: Who were the companions of the Prophet PBUH?  

 

 
The Prophet PBUH had many companions (those who met him and died on Islam). 
There were many of them and I cannot give a full description of all of them but I can 
give you some notes with basic details to give of you a gist of who they were and what 
they did. This is somewhat similar to how some people might remember the stories of 
various prophets such as: Noah and the Ark, Jonah and the whale and Moses with 
Pharaoh. After the prophets, the companions of the Prophet PBUH are also highly 
respected and held in high esteem.  
 
This is not an extensive list and there is an overlap in the notes. If you would like further 
information about any of them, please feel free to read up about their individual stories:  
 

  
The “Ashara Mubashara” (10 given the glad tidings of entering paradise during their 
lives): Abu Bakr Al Siddiq (the closest companion of the Prophet PBUH), Omar Ibn 
Al Khattab (very large and strong man with a very strong personality; spread Islam as 
far as Persia), Othman Ibn Affan (Thu Al Noorain /of the two lights; married two of the 
daughters of the Prophet PBUH), Ali Ibn Abu Talib (grew up in the house of the Prophet 
PBUH; never bower to an idol), Talha Ibn Ubaidullah (fell in a hole during battle and 
was burried with dust as he fell), Al Zubair Ibn Al Awam (one of the greatest 
fighters), Saad Ibn Abi Waqqas (uncle of the Prophet PBUH; led a battle in 
Persia), Saaed Ibn Zaid (was the Governor of Kufa), Abdul Rahman Ibn Awf (great 
businessman from poor to rich), Abu Ubaidah Aamir Ibn Al Jarrah (one of the 
candidates for the caliphate recommended by Omar Ibn Al Khattab; died due to plague; 
went on fish expedition)  
  
  
Wives of the Prophet PBUH (mothers of the believers): Aisha bint Abu Bakr (the 
Prophet’s youngest wife), Hafsa bint Omar Ibn Al Khattab, Maymuna bint 
Al Haritha (last of the mothers of the believers to die), Juwairiya bint Al Harith (was a 
captive and the Prophet PBUH married her and freed her), Safiya bint Huyayy (of 
Jewish ancestry), Sawda (large woman), Zainab bint Jahsh (married and divorced the 
Prophet’s adopted son, Zaid ibn Al Haritha; Allah witnessed her marriage to the Prophet 
PBUH) , Zainab bint Khuzaimah (mother of the poor), Khadija bint Khuwailid (the first 
and favourite wife of the Prophet PBUH; 25 years together and the mother of his 
children), Umm Salama (old wife who gave advice to the Prophet PBUH), 
Umm Habiba (Ramla bint Abu sufyan; daughter of Abu Sufyan)  
  
  
The rightly guided caliphs: Abu Bakr Al Siddiq Omar Ibn Al Khattab, Othman Ibn Affan, 
Ali Ibn Abu Talib, Hasan Ibn Ali  
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The leaders: Amr Ibn Al Aas (Governor of Egypt), Muawiya Ibn Abu Sufyan (Governor 
of Syria; Head of the Umayyad Empire), Abu Sufyan (Head of 
Makkah), Adi Ibn Hatim Al Taee (Head of the North; son of Hatim Al Taee who was 
famous for his hospitality), Thumamah Ibn Uthal (Head of Yamama, now near Riyadh), 
Hasan and Hussain (Head of the youth of paradise; grandsons of the Prophet 
PBUH), Abu Musa Al Ashari (Governor of Iraq), Saad Ibn Muath (Head of Aws in 
Medina; Allah throne shook at his death); Saad Ibn Ubadah (Head of the Khazraj tribe in 
Medina), Saeed Ibn Zaid (Governor of Kufa); Tufail ibn Amr Al Dowsi (Headof Daws in 
Yemen); Saeed ibn Aamir Al Jumaihi (Amir of Hims in Syria; collected zakat); Amr 
Ibn Jamouh (Head of Yathrib in pre Islamic times; 
had Mana idol); Asad ibn Hudair (noble person from Aws in 
Medina); Saad ibn Muath (noble person from Aws in Medina); Noman 
ibn Muqrin Al Muzni (head of Muzni tribe near Medina; looked forward to meeting the 
prophet PBUH with others n brought gifts; verse 99 surah Tobah revealed because if 
this); Abu Al Darda (was an idol worshipper until Abdullah ibn Rawaha damaged his 
idol; Governor of Syria); Umair Ibn Saad (Amir of Hims); Uqba ibn Aamir Al Johani (first 
governor of Egypt)  
  
  
The first: martyr (Sumayya), nurse (Rufaida), wife of the Prophet PBUH (Khadija 
bint Khuwailid), family to accept Islam (Ammar Ibn Yaser and his 
parents Yaser and Sumayya), man to accept Islam (Abu Bakr), woman to accept Islam 
(Khadija bint Khuwailid), boy to accept Islam (Ali Ibn Abu Talib), to read 
the Talbiya during Hajj (Thumamah Ibn Uthal), boy born in Medina (Abdullah Ibn 
Al Zubair), to enter paradise after the Prophets (Abu Bakr Al Siddiq); to be called Amir 
Al Mumineen /to go on military campaign (Abdullah ibn Jahsh); woman to carry a 
weapon to defend the prophet PBUH (Umm Amara Al Maziniya); woman to kill a man to 
defend Muslims (Safiya bint Abdul Muttalib)  
  
  
The Fighters: Zubair Ibn Al Awam, Abdullah Ibn Zubair, Hamza Ibn Abdul Mutallib (“The 
Lion”; uncle of the Prophet PBUH and strong supporter), Wahshi (Killed Hamza before 
accepting Islam and later killed the false Prophet, Musailima as a Muslim), Jafar Ibn 
Abu Talib (his arms were chopped off in battle and was killed so Allah have replaced 
them with two wings with which he could fly anywhere in paradise); Bara ibn Malik 
(fought Murtad armies and later killed during battle in 
Persia); Majza ibn Thore Al Sadusi (won many battles in Persia under Amir Abu Musa 
Al Ashari); Osama ibn Zaid (son of umm Ayman and Zaid ibn Al Haritha; led an army at 
the age of 17); Abu Talha Al Ansari (Zaid 
ibn Sahl Al Najjari); Asim ibn Thabit; Utba ibn Ghazawan (fought many battles; lead 
forces into Persia); Naeem ibn Masood (fought strongly against Muslims 
during Khandaq battle but carried banner for Muslims during opening if Makkah)  
  
  
Abu: Ayyub Al Ansari (the Prophet PBUH stayed with him in Medina; buried outside 
Istanbul, Turkey), Ubaidah Aamir Ibn Al Jarrah, Sufyan, Thar Al Ghifari (former desert 
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robber; his entire tribe Ghifari accepted Islam), Huraira (one of the greatest narrators of 
Hadith; gifted memory), Bakr, Musa Al Ashari (Governor of Iraq), Saeed Al Khudri (one 
of the greatest narrators of Hadith), Al Darda (Governor of Syria); Talha Al Ansari 
(married Umm Sulaim; fasted every day except Eid; died in sea battle during time if 
Caliph Othman ibn Affan); Al As ibn Al Rabie (nephew of Khadija, first wife of 
the prophet PBUH; married the prophet's daughter Zainab before prophethood and was 
taken as a hostage; refused to divorce her)  
  
  
Umm: Salama (wife of the prophet PBUH; old, gave advice), Haram bint Milhan (lead 
sea battle and died on Cyprus), Habiba, Al Masakeen (the poor; Zainab bint Khuzaimah, 
who was a wife of the Prophet PBUH and gave lots of charity); Ayman 
(Bakaka Al Habashiya; married Zaid ibn Al Haritha; mother of Osama ibn 
Zaid); Muhjin (cleaner of the prophet's mosque); Amara Al Maziniya; Sulaim (married 
Abu Talha with the condition that he accepts Islam)  
  
  
Abdullah: Ibn Masood (reciter), Ibn Al Zubair (fighter), Ibn Omar (scholar), Ibn Abbas 
(scholar; ink of the community), Ibn Huthafa Al Sahami (Roman captive), Ibn 
Umm Maktoom (blind companion), Ibn Salaam (former Jewish Rabbi); Ibn Jahsh (first 
Amir Al Mumineen); ibn Rawaha (from Medina; helped guide Abu Al Darda)  
  
  
Saad: Ibn Abi Waqqas (uncle of the Prophet PBUH; famous for leading the battle to 
open Persia); ibn Muath (Head of Aws in Medina; Allah throne shook at his death); 
Ibn Ubadah (Head of the Khazraj tribe in Medina; died a mysterious death)  
  
  
The Foreigners: Salman Al Farisi (from Persia), Bilal Ibn Rabah (from 
Ethiopia), Suhaib Al Rumi (Arab captive among the Romans who grew up with them)  
  
  
Black African /freed slaves: Bilal (Muazzin); Umm Muhjin (cleaner of prophet's 
mosque); Wahshi (killed Hamza uncle of the prophet PBUH and later false 
prophet Musailima); Sumayyah bint Khayyat (first martyr); Umm Ayman (Baraka 
Al Habashiya; freed from Amina mother of prophet PBUH)  
  
  
The Businessmen: Abdul Rahman Ibn Awf; Othman Ibn Affan  
  
  
The Business woman: Khadija bint Khuwailid  
  
  
The Muathin (person who gives the call to prayer): Bilal Ibn Rabah, Abdullah Ibn 
Umm Maktoum  
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The Poets: Hassan Ibn Thabit (never fought but was an amazing poet), Abu Musa 
Al Ashari  
  
  
The General: Khalid Ibn Al Waleed (“Sword of Allah”; never lost a battle)  
  
  
The blacksmith: Khabbab Ibn Al Arath  
  
  
The Quran teachers: Muath Ibn Jabal (taught in Yemen), Abdullah Ibn Masood (very 
thin build)  
  
  
The Host: Abu Ayyub Al Ansari (the Prophet PBUH stayed with him in Medina)  
  
  
Zaid: Ibn Al Haritha (adopted son), Ibn Thabit (translator); Al Khair (was good with 
horses); ibn Sahl (Abu Talha Al Ansari)  
  
  
The Prophet’s Secret keeper: Huthaifa Ibn Al Yaman (secretly knew the names of all the 
hypocrites)  
  
  
Rich to poor for the sake of Allah: Musab Ibn Umair  
  
  
Poor to rich: Abdul Rahman Ibn Awf  
  
  
Born inside the Kaaba: Hakim Ibn Hizam  
  
  
Unknown lineage (possibly a hunchback): Julaibib  
  
  
The servant of the Prophet PBUH: Anas Ibn Malik  
  
  
Father was a captive and his debt was paid off: Umair ibn Wahab  
  
  
Son of the worst person: Ikrima ibn Abu Jahl  
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Good with horses: Zaid Al Khair (formerly Zaid Al Khail)  
  
  
From a tribe of criminals but they all accepted Islam and were forgiven: 
Abu Dhar Al Ghifari   
  
Son of a monotheist: Saeed ibn Zaid (Zaid ibn Amr Ibn Nufail asked about Abrahamic 
faiths but died; married to Fatima bint Al Khattab; was accused of stealing land so he 
supplicated and the accuser fell in a well and died)  
  
Heard people speaking ill about the prophet PBUH then they denied 
this: Umair Ibn Saad (Surah Tobah 74 bright down for him; Governor of Hims)  
  
Captured by Musailima false prophet: Habib ibn Zaid Al Ansari (mother was Umm 
Amara; Musailima asked if he testified that he was a prophet so he said he couldn't hear 
him and then Musailima cut off part of his body and asked again until he died)   
  
Most righteous from the ansar (narration of Aisha may at be pleased with her): Assad 
ibn Zurara, Saad ibn Muath, Abbad ibn Bishr  
  
Very poor but wanted to be a servant of the prophet PBUH: Rabia ibn Kaab  
  
Protected from body damage: Asim ibn Thabit (killed father of Sulafa bint Saad in battle 
so she swore an oath to cut off his head and drink from it but he supplicated against this 
so his body was not harmed at all)  
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Conclusion  
 

I hope this book has given you some valuable insights into Islam and given you a better 
understanding of the religion. There may be more questions of course but this is a start. 
As mentioned earlier, please feel free to do your own background reading  

 

Religions have a lot in common such as concepts of life and death, the Creator, 
prophets and more. They also have their own religious books, which I am not 
specialised in. Therefore, if you are serious about finding out about other religions, 
perhaps that is the most important place to look. It might surprise you how many 
similarities there are and how much everyone really has in common but we do not 
realise it (the areas of discrepancy can be examined later after seeing the common 
areas). This includes similarities between Islam and other religions. As mentioned at the 
beginning:  

 

قل يأهل الكتاب تعالوا إلى كلمة سواء بيننا و بينكم أال نعبد إال هللا و 
ال نشرك به شيا و يتخذ بعضنا بعضا أربابا من دون هللا فإن تولوا 

 فقولوا إشهدوا بأنا مسلومن

 

Say: "O People of the Book! come to common terms as between 
us and you: That we worship none but Allah; that we associate no 
partners with him; that we erect not, from among ourselves, Lords 

and patrons other than Allah." If then they turn back, say ye: 
"Bear witness that we (at least) are Muslims (bowing to Allah's 

Will). (Surah Al Imran: 64) 
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Further reading  
 

The internet has great benefits as it allows information to be very easily and quickly 
accessed. The problem however is that incorrect information can also be passed very 
quickly as well and it is very hard to clear up the incorrect information once it has gone 
out. Therefore, people need to be careful with what they read and share. So how do 
people know where to go to learn about Islamic knowledge?  

 

Researching is a skill and there are many ways to find information and check that they 
are accurate. It is not enough nowadays to believe things simply because it was found 
on the Internet or on social media such as WhatsApp but to check where they got their 
information from exactly.  

 

With that in mind, I have put some links below to some works by "classical scholars of 
Islam", who were some of the greatest scholars along with basic information about them 
and their major works (they have lots of works), as well as a few other websites you 

could get information from:  

 

Quran (with translation) 

 

Noble Quran by Dr Mohammed Rafi Al Din Al Hilali and Dr Muhsin Khan (one of the 
greatest English translations of the Quran in recent times; authors from Morocco and 

Pakistan respectively while it was published from Medina): 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://islamtomorrow.com/dow
nloads/Quran_Khan.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwja1teuz4LsAhVj8uAKHZx3CNwQFjAAegQIAhA

B&usg=AOvVaw1lt2YWJ-_dQxAOX8glnygQ 

 

Tafsir /explanation of the meanings of the Quran 

 

Imam Al Tabari: 10th century Tabaristan, Iran. Wrote Tafsir Al Tabari 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://engauthority.weebly.co
m/tafsir-al-tabari-english-
pdf.html&ved=2ahUKEwjRsP2GloLsAhU3AWMBHf3dDssQFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvV
aw2rsilAUcmefIqNdCAkIBhV 

 

Imam Ibn Kathir: 13th century, Bosra, Syria. Wrote Tafsir ibn Kathir: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://islamtomorrow.com/downloads/Quran_Khan.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwja1teuz4LsAhVj8uAKHZx3CNwQFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw1lt2YWJ-_dQxAOX8glnygQ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://islamtomorrow.com/downloads/Quran_Khan.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwja1teuz4LsAhVj8uAKHZx3CNwQFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw1lt2YWJ-_dQxAOX8glnygQ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://islamtomorrow.com/downloads/Quran_Khan.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwja1teuz4LsAhVj8uAKHZx3CNwQFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw1lt2YWJ-_dQxAOX8glnygQ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://engauthority.weebly.com/tafsir-al-tabari-english-pdf.html&ved=2ahUKEwjRsP2GloLsAhU3AWMBHf3dDssQFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw2rsilAUcmefIqNdCAkIBhV
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://engauthority.weebly.com/tafsir-al-tabari-english-pdf.html&ved=2ahUKEwjRsP2GloLsAhU3AWMBHf3dDssQFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw2rsilAUcmefIqNdCAkIBhV
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://engauthority.weebly.com/tafsir-al-tabari-english-pdf.html&ved=2ahUKEwjRsP2GloLsAhU3AWMBHf3dDssQFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw2rsilAUcmefIqNdCAkIBhV
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://engauthority.weebly.com/tafsir-al-tabari-english-pdf.html&ved=2ahUKEwjRsP2GloLsAhU3AWMBHf3dDssQFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw2rsilAUcmefIqNdCAkIBhV
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http://m.qtafsir.com 

 

Imam Al Qurtubi: 10th century, Qurtuba, Spain. Wrote Tafsir Al Qurtubi: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://treeix.weebly.com/tafsir
-al-qurtubi-pdf-
english.html&ved=2ahUKEwiOguPRlYLsAhWOEBQKHT0bCT8QFjABegQIBRAB&usg=

AOvVaw3hb__JQ69CaRNIkNCAb6eX 

 

Imam Al Suyuti: 15th century, Cairo, Egypt. Wrote Tafsir Al Jalayn: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.altafsir.com/Al-
Jalalayn.asp&ved=2ahUKEwiWq9nslYLsAhWV8uAKHa3eB1YQFjAGegQIBxAB&usg=A
OvVaw2nmAci6t58WIoUAitV7VhX 

 

Sheikh Al Saadi: one of the greatest Saudi scholars who lived around the 1950s. Wrote 

Tafsir Al Saadi: 

http://kalamullah.com/tafseer-as-
sadi.html?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=9d2dc0993c28ac5fc2088dc4e9918dc662fd3c01-
1600972216-0-
AclHVMPEvhboybq2V4hdJfdHTHK7H0LEcCsmRtK5L2SgkRSTO8pgi_6Bm_n0XQVD6f
jfm0HMsN3uUY_kolgSFnw3vWD7YR-oPRKi9J4pSfZLfOaLUzqX4ExcqZgcP-o-
EcnyT5gzVPiGx2RQjaTAGS2xtOQ7DpiKO2aulli2qkO-Pq04UUdgTeFHOQcHxce-
9ZoMPB4uTdo8liiUUSy_xM1bO14A8aREH5rVPaICQImowt9Q4ErqTSACJ4DrUvdYc4

NEL0JwKh5uc5I8MIIiEye5fN7VR8s0tfIy5heNFfPj 

 

KSU (King Saud University) in Saudi Arabia; a fairly new online Tafsir: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://quran.ksu.edu.sa/m.php
%3Fl%3Den%23aya%3D11_6&ved=2ahUKEwjC6868z4LsAhUt8-
AKHfx5AxcQFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw2dnbfJe3AB_-FaNQRYrv57 

 

Seerah /biography of the Prophet PBUH 

 

Imam Ibn Qayyim: 13th century Damascus, Syria. Zaad Al Maad (biography of the 
Prophet PBUH): 

 https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.kalamullah.com/
Books/Zaad%2520al-
Maad.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwiF1uCA1oLsAhWHxoUKHQ48DpwQFjAAegQICxAC&usg=AO
vVaw17sYImB8j789ZDdV5nosfu 

http://m.qtafsir.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://treeix.weebly.com/tafsir-al-qurtubi-pdf-english.html&ved=2ahUKEwiOguPRlYLsAhWOEBQKHT0bCT8QFjABegQIBRAB&usg=AOvVaw3hb__JQ69CaRNIkNCAb6eX
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://treeix.weebly.com/tafsir-al-qurtubi-pdf-english.html&ved=2ahUKEwiOguPRlYLsAhWOEBQKHT0bCT8QFjABegQIBRAB&usg=AOvVaw3hb__JQ69CaRNIkNCAb6eX
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://treeix.weebly.com/tafsir-al-qurtubi-pdf-english.html&ved=2ahUKEwiOguPRlYLsAhWOEBQKHT0bCT8QFjABegQIBRAB&usg=AOvVaw3hb__JQ69CaRNIkNCAb6eX
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://treeix.weebly.com/tafsir-al-qurtubi-pdf-english.html&ved=2ahUKEwiOguPRlYLsAhWOEBQKHT0bCT8QFjABegQIBRAB&usg=AOvVaw3hb__JQ69CaRNIkNCAb6eX
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.altafsir.com/Al-Jalalayn.asp&ved=2ahUKEwiWq9nslYLsAhWV8uAKHa3eB1YQFjAGegQIBxAB&usg=AOvVaw2nmAci6t58WIoUAitV7VhX
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.altafsir.com/Al-Jalalayn.asp&ved=2ahUKEwiWq9nslYLsAhWV8uAKHa3eB1YQFjAGegQIBxAB&usg=AOvVaw2nmAci6t58WIoUAitV7VhX
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.altafsir.com/Al-Jalalayn.asp&ved=2ahUKEwiWq9nslYLsAhWV8uAKHa3eB1YQFjAGegQIBxAB&usg=AOvVaw2nmAci6t58WIoUAitV7VhX
http://kalamullah.com/tafseer-as-sadi.html?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=9d2dc0993c28ac5fc2088dc4e9918dc662fd3c01-1600972216-0-AclHVMPEvhboybq2V4hdJfdHTHK7H0LEcCsmRtK5L2SgkRSTO8pgi_6Bm_n0XQVD6fjfm0HMsN3uUY_kolgSFnw3vWD7YR-oPRKi9J4pSfZLfOaLUzqX4ExcqZgcP-o-EcnyT5gzVPiGx2RQjaTAGS2xtOQ7DpiKO2aulli2qkO-Pq04UUdgTeFHOQcHxce-9ZoMPB4uTdo8liiUUSy_xM1bO14A8aREH5rVPaICQImowt9Q4ErqTSACJ4DrUvdYc4NEL0JwKh5uc5I8MIIiEye5fN7VR8s0tfIy5heNFfPj
http://kalamullah.com/tafseer-as-sadi.html?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=9d2dc0993c28ac5fc2088dc4e9918dc662fd3c01-1600972216-0-AclHVMPEvhboybq2V4hdJfdHTHK7H0LEcCsmRtK5L2SgkRSTO8pgi_6Bm_n0XQVD6fjfm0HMsN3uUY_kolgSFnw3vWD7YR-oPRKi9J4pSfZLfOaLUzqX4ExcqZgcP-o-EcnyT5gzVPiGx2RQjaTAGS2xtOQ7DpiKO2aulli2qkO-Pq04UUdgTeFHOQcHxce-9ZoMPB4uTdo8liiUUSy_xM1bO14A8aREH5rVPaICQImowt9Q4ErqTSACJ4DrUvdYc4NEL0JwKh5uc5I8MIIiEye5fN7VR8s0tfIy5heNFfPj
http://kalamullah.com/tafseer-as-sadi.html?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=9d2dc0993c28ac5fc2088dc4e9918dc662fd3c01-1600972216-0-AclHVMPEvhboybq2V4hdJfdHTHK7H0LEcCsmRtK5L2SgkRSTO8pgi_6Bm_n0XQVD6fjfm0HMsN3uUY_kolgSFnw3vWD7YR-oPRKi9J4pSfZLfOaLUzqX4ExcqZgcP-o-EcnyT5gzVPiGx2RQjaTAGS2xtOQ7DpiKO2aulli2qkO-Pq04UUdgTeFHOQcHxce-9ZoMPB4uTdo8liiUUSy_xM1bO14A8aREH5rVPaICQImowt9Q4ErqTSACJ4DrUvdYc4NEL0JwKh5uc5I8MIIiEye5fN7VR8s0tfIy5heNFfPj
http://kalamullah.com/tafseer-as-sadi.html?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=9d2dc0993c28ac5fc2088dc4e9918dc662fd3c01-1600972216-0-AclHVMPEvhboybq2V4hdJfdHTHK7H0LEcCsmRtK5L2SgkRSTO8pgi_6Bm_n0XQVD6fjfm0HMsN3uUY_kolgSFnw3vWD7YR-oPRKi9J4pSfZLfOaLUzqX4ExcqZgcP-o-EcnyT5gzVPiGx2RQjaTAGS2xtOQ7DpiKO2aulli2qkO-Pq04UUdgTeFHOQcHxce-9ZoMPB4uTdo8liiUUSy_xM1bO14A8aREH5rVPaICQImowt9Q4ErqTSACJ4DrUvdYc4NEL0JwKh5uc5I8MIIiEye5fN7VR8s0tfIy5heNFfPj
http://kalamullah.com/tafseer-as-sadi.html?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=9d2dc0993c28ac5fc2088dc4e9918dc662fd3c01-1600972216-0-AclHVMPEvhboybq2V4hdJfdHTHK7H0LEcCsmRtK5L2SgkRSTO8pgi_6Bm_n0XQVD6fjfm0HMsN3uUY_kolgSFnw3vWD7YR-oPRKi9J4pSfZLfOaLUzqX4ExcqZgcP-o-EcnyT5gzVPiGx2RQjaTAGS2xtOQ7DpiKO2aulli2qkO-Pq04UUdgTeFHOQcHxce-9ZoMPB4uTdo8liiUUSy_xM1bO14A8aREH5rVPaICQImowt9Q4ErqTSACJ4DrUvdYc4NEL0JwKh5uc5I8MIIiEye5fN7VR8s0tfIy5heNFfPj
http://kalamullah.com/tafseer-as-sadi.html?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=9d2dc0993c28ac5fc2088dc4e9918dc662fd3c01-1600972216-0-AclHVMPEvhboybq2V4hdJfdHTHK7H0LEcCsmRtK5L2SgkRSTO8pgi_6Bm_n0XQVD6fjfm0HMsN3uUY_kolgSFnw3vWD7YR-oPRKi9J4pSfZLfOaLUzqX4ExcqZgcP-o-EcnyT5gzVPiGx2RQjaTAGS2xtOQ7DpiKO2aulli2qkO-Pq04UUdgTeFHOQcHxce-9ZoMPB4uTdo8liiUUSy_xM1bO14A8aREH5rVPaICQImowt9Q4ErqTSACJ4DrUvdYc4NEL0JwKh5uc5I8MIIiEye5fN7VR8s0tfIy5heNFfPj
http://kalamullah.com/tafseer-as-sadi.html?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=9d2dc0993c28ac5fc2088dc4e9918dc662fd3c01-1600972216-0-AclHVMPEvhboybq2V4hdJfdHTHK7H0LEcCsmRtK5L2SgkRSTO8pgi_6Bm_n0XQVD6fjfm0HMsN3uUY_kolgSFnw3vWD7YR-oPRKi9J4pSfZLfOaLUzqX4ExcqZgcP-o-EcnyT5gzVPiGx2RQjaTAGS2xtOQ7DpiKO2aulli2qkO-Pq04UUdgTeFHOQcHxce-9ZoMPB4uTdo8liiUUSy_xM1bO14A8aREH5rVPaICQImowt9Q4ErqTSACJ4DrUvdYc4NEL0JwKh5uc5I8MIIiEye5fN7VR8s0tfIy5heNFfPj
http://kalamullah.com/tafseer-as-sadi.html?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=9d2dc0993c28ac5fc2088dc4e9918dc662fd3c01-1600972216-0-AclHVMPEvhboybq2V4hdJfdHTHK7H0LEcCsmRtK5L2SgkRSTO8pgi_6Bm_n0XQVD6fjfm0HMsN3uUY_kolgSFnw3vWD7YR-oPRKi9J4pSfZLfOaLUzqX4ExcqZgcP-o-EcnyT5gzVPiGx2RQjaTAGS2xtOQ7DpiKO2aulli2qkO-Pq04UUdgTeFHOQcHxce-9ZoMPB4uTdo8liiUUSy_xM1bO14A8aREH5rVPaICQImowt9Q4ErqTSACJ4DrUvdYc4NEL0JwKh5uc5I8MIIiEye5fN7VR8s0tfIy5heNFfPj
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://quran.ksu.edu.sa/m.php%3Fl%3Den%23aya%3D11_6&ved=2ahUKEwjC6868z4LsAhUt8-AKHfx5AxcQFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw2dnbfJe3AB_-FaNQRYrv57
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://quran.ksu.edu.sa/m.php%3Fl%3Den%23aya%3D11_6&ved=2ahUKEwjC6868z4LsAhUt8-AKHfx5AxcQFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw2dnbfJe3AB_-FaNQRYrv57
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://quran.ksu.edu.sa/m.php%3Fl%3Den%23aya%3D11_6&ved=2ahUKEwjC6868z4LsAhUt8-AKHfx5AxcQFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw2dnbfJe3AB_-FaNQRYrv57
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.kalamullah.com/Books/Zaad%2520al-Maad.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwiF1uCA1oLsAhWHxoUKHQ48DpwQFjAAegQICxAC&usg=AOvVaw17sYImB8j789ZDdV5nosfu
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.kalamullah.com/Books/Zaad%2520al-Maad.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwiF1uCA1oLsAhWHxoUKHQ48DpwQFjAAegQICxAC&usg=AOvVaw17sYImB8j789ZDdV5nosfu
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.kalamullah.com/Books/Zaad%2520al-Maad.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwiF1uCA1oLsAhWHxoUKHQ48DpwQFjAAegQICxAC&usg=AOvVaw17sYImB8j789ZDdV5nosfu
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.kalamullah.com/Books/Zaad%2520al-Maad.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwiF1uCA1oLsAhWHxoUKHQ48DpwQFjAAegQICxAC&usg=AOvVaw17sYImB8j789ZDdV5nosfu
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Sealed Nectar by Saifur Rahman Mubarakpuri from India (one of the best biographies of 
the Prophet PBUH in recent times; author was from India): 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://darussalamstore.com/p
dfsamples/Sample_The_Sealed_Nectar.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwj4lbDKtYLsAhWmaRUIHbb
PCa4QFjABegQIAxAB&usg=AOvVaw29ar0DHuUaRKiR_rtJUtBt 

 

Hadith /sayings of the Prophet PBUH 

 

Imam Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmithi, Nisai, Abu Dawud, Ibn Majah: 9th century Uzbekistan, 
Nishapur (Iran), Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, sistan (Iran), Qazwin (Iran). Wrote their own 
books of Hadith, which are the most authentic books of Hadith: 

https://sunnah.com/ 

 

Imam Abu Hanifa: 8th century, Kufa (Iraq), Persian origin. Wrote Kitab Al Athaar: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.yumpu.com/en/do
cument/view/35968554/kitab-al-athar-of-imam-abu-hanifah-pdf-ebooks-free-
download&ved=2ahUKEwicosvg6IbsAhVBQhoKHRngCm8QFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOv
Vaw2pX28EVmz5xPmJj6ex72BC 

 

Imam Malik: 8th century, Medina, Saudi Arabia. Wrote Al Muwatta: 

https://sunnah.com/ 

 

Imam Ahmed: 8th century, Iraq. Wrote Al Musnad: 

https://sunnah.com/ 

 

Imam Al Bayhaqi: 10th century, khurasan, Iran. Wrote Sunan Al Bayhaqi: 

https://www.australianislamiclibrary.org/sunan-al-kubra---bayhiqi.html 

 

Imam Ibn Hajar: 14th century, Cairo, Egypt. Wrote Fath Al Bari (commentary on Sahih 

Al Bukhari): 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://sunnahmuakada.files.w
ordpress.com/2014/10/fath-al-

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://darussalamstore.com/pdfsamples/Sample_The_Sealed_Nectar.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwj4lbDKtYLsAhWmaRUIHbbPCa4QFjABegQIAxAB&usg=AOvVaw29ar0DHuUaRKiR_rtJUtBt
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://darussalamstore.com/pdfsamples/Sample_The_Sealed_Nectar.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwj4lbDKtYLsAhWmaRUIHbbPCa4QFjABegQIAxAB&usg=AOvVaw29ar0DHuUaRKiR_rtJUtBt
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://darussalamstore.com/pdfsamples/Sample_The_Sealed_Nectar.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwj4lbDKtYLsAhWmaRUIHbbPCa4QFjABegQIAxAB&usg=AOvVaw29ar0DHuUaRKiR_rtJUtBt
https://sunnah.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/35968554/kitab-al-athar-of-imam-abu-hanifah-pdf-ebooks-free-download&ved=2ahUKEwicosvg6IbsAhVBQhoKHRngCm8QFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw2pX28EVmz5xPmJj6ex72BC
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/35968554/kitab-al-athar-of-imam-abu-hanifah-pdf-ebooks-free-download&ved=2ahUKEwicosvg6IbsAhVBQhoKHRngCm8QFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw2pX28EVmz5xPmJj6ex72BC
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/35968554/kitab-al-athar-of-imam-abu-hanifah-pdf-ebooks-free-download&ved=2ahUKEwicosvg6IbsAhVBQhoKHRngCm8QFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw2pX28EVmz5xPmJj6ex72BC
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/35968554/kitab-al-athar-of-imam-abu-hanifah-pdf-ebooks-free-download&ved=2ahUKEwicosvg6IbsAhVBQhoKHRngCm8QFjAAegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw2pX28EVmz5xPmJj6ex72BC
https://sunnah.com/
https://sunnah.com/
https://www.australianislamiclibrary.org/sunan-al-kubra---bayhiqi.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://sunnahmuakada.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/fath-al-bari.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjqzcPcw4LsAhUI2BoKHWlaAb4QFjAAegQIBRAB&usg=AOvVaw3lOB253WDA4pkLbN53_RQg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://sunnahmuakada.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/fath-al-bari.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjqzcPcw4LsAhUI2BoKHWlaAb4QFjAAegQIBRAB&usg=AOvVaw3lOB253WDA4pkLbN53_RQg
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bari.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjqzcPcw4LsAhUI2BoKHWlaAb4QFjAAegQIBRAB&usg=AOvVa
w3lOB253WDA4pkLbN53_RQg 

 

Imam Al Nawawi: 13th century, Nawa, Syria. Wrote Riyadh Al Saliheen: 

https://sunnah.com/ 

 

Aqeeda /creed:  

 

Imam Al Ghazali: 11th century Tus, Iran. Wrote Ihya Uloom Al Deen: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.ghazali.org/site/ih
ya.htm&ved=2ahUKEwiGi4_qxoLsAhWF5OAKHeDjB74QFjAKegQICRAB&usg=AOvVa
w1ZahnWBrpa3h66_jQpQz7B 

 

Imam Ibn Taymiyah: 14th century Harran, Turkey. Influenced many other scholars. 
Wrote Al Aqeedah Al Wasitiya:  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://abuaminaelias.com/al-
aqeedah-al-wasitiyyah-by-ibn-taymiyyah/&ved=2ahUKEwifr-
6T6obsAhVSPBoKHZPYCrEQFjAAegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw0NVqvxeeg9jQPlE_NOdX

sb 

 

History   

 

Imam Al Dhahabi: 13th century, Damascus, Syria. Wrote Siyar Alam Al Nubala:  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://alhassanain.org/m/engli
sh/%3Fcom%3Dbook%26id%3D646%26view%3Ddownload%26format%3Dpdf&ved=2
ahUKEwjfm8vFxofsAhVEx4UKHRFsBosQFjABegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw21NtIhqbbtO
QglNljLbrRn 

 

Imam Ibn Khaldun: 14th century, Tunis. Wrote Al Muqaddima: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://asadullahali.files.wordp
ress.com/2012/10/ibn_khaldun-
al_muqaddimah.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjgxuagyYTsAhXnSRUIHYIeAvkQFjALegQICxAB&u
sg=AOvVaw2Z2E6PeKslMKEtydDs21LJ 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://sunnahmuakada.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/fath-al-bari.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjqzcPcw4LsAhUI2BoKHWlaAb4QFjAAegQIBRAB&usg=AOvVaw3lOB253WDA4pkLbN53_RQg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://sunnahmuakada.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/fath-al-bari.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjqzcPcw4LsAhUI2BoKHWlaAb4QFjAAegQIBRAB&usg=AOvVaw3lOB253WDA4pkLbN53_RQg
https://sunnah.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.ghazali.org/site/ihya.htm&ved=2ahUKEwiGi4_qxoLsAhWF5OAKHeDjB74QFjAKegQICRAB&usg=AOvVaw1ZahnWBrpa3h66_jQpQz7B
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.ghazali.org/site/ihya.htm&ved=2ahUKEwiGi4_qxoLsAhWF5OAKHeDjB74QFjAKegQICRAB&usg=AOvVaw1ZahnWBrpa3h66_jQpQz7B
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.ghazali.org/site/ihya.htm&ved=2ahUKEwiGi4_qxoLsAhWF5OAKHeDjB74QFjAKegQICRAB&usg=AOvVaw1ZahnWBrpa3h66_jQpQz7B
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://abuaminaelias.com/al-aqeedah-al-wasitiyyah-by-ibn-taymiyyah/&ved=2ahUKEwifr-6T6obsAhVSPBoKHZPYCrEQFjAAegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw0NVqvxeeg9jQPlE_NOdXsb
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://abuaminaelias.com/al-aqeedah-al-wasitiyyah-by-ibn-taymiyyah/&ved=2ahUKEwifr-6T6obsAhVSPBoKHZPYCrEQFjAAegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw0NVqvxeeg9jQPlE_NOdXsb
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://abuaminaelias.com/al-aqeedah-al-wasitiyyah-by-ibn-taymiyyah/&ved=2ahUKEwifr-6T6obsAhVSPBoKHZPYCrEQFjAAegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw0NVqvxeeg9jQPlE_NOdXsb
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://abuaminaelias.com/al-aqeedah-al-wasitiyyah-by-ibn-taymiyyah/&ved=2ahUKEwifr-6T6obsAhVSPBoKHZPYCrEQFjAAegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw0NVqvxeeg9jQPlE_NOdXsb
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://alhassanain.org/m/english/%3Fcom%3Dbook%26id%3D646%26view%3Ddownload%26format%3Dpdf&ved=2ahUKEwjfm8vFxofsAhVEx4UKHRFsBosQFjABegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw21NtIhqbbtOQglNljLbrRn
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://alhassanain.org/m/english/%3Fcom%3Dbook%26id%3D646%26view%3Ddownload%26format%3Dpdf&ved=2ahUKEwjfm8vFxofsAhVEx4UKHRFsBosQFjABegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw21NtIhqbbtOQglNljLbrRn
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://alhassanain.org/m/english/%3Fcom%3Dbook%26id%3D646%26view%3Ddownload%26format%3Dpdf&ved=2ahUKEwjfm8vFxofsAhVEx4UKHRFsBosQFjABegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw21NtIhqbbtOQglNljLbrRn
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://alhassanain.org/m/english/%3Fcom%3Dbook%26id%3D646%26view%3Ddownload%26format%3Dpdf&ved=2ahUKEwjfm8vFxofsAhVEx4UKHRFsBosQFjABegQIARAB&usg=AOvVaw21NtIhqbbtOQglNljLbrRn
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://asadullahali.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/ibn_khaldun-al_muqaddimah.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjgxuagyYTsAhXnSRUIHYIeAvkQFjALegQICxAB&usg=AOvVaw2Z2E6PeKslMKEtydDs21LJ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://asadullahali.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/ibn_khaldun-al_muqaddimah.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjgxuagyYTsAhXnSRUIHYIeAvkQFjALegQICxAB&usg=AOvVaw2Z2E6PeKslMKEtydDs21LJ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://asadullahali.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/ibn_khaldun-al_muqaddimah.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjgxuagyYTsAhXnSRUIHYIeAvkQFjALegQICxAB&usg=AOvVaw2Z2E6PeKslMKEtydDs21LJ
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://asadullahali.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/ibn_khaldun-al_muqaddimah.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjgxuagyYTsAhXnSRUIHYIeAvkQFjALegQICxAB&usg=AOvVaw2Z2E6PeKslMKEtydDs21LJ
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Dua /supplications:  

 

Sheikh Al Qahtani: Saudi scholar. Wrote Fortress of the Muslim: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://ahadith.co.uk/fortressof
themuslim.php&ved=2ahUKEwis8o7q2oXsAhVE8xQKHaDMANYQFjAcegQICxAB&usg
=AOvVaw21MuGZ3HnHNcyQgI-ZtTk4 

 

Book collections 

 

Islamic books (in different languages) website: 

http://www.islamicbook.ws/english/islamic-books3.html 

 

Dawah:  

 

Sheikh Ahmed Deedat: late 20th century, Durban, South Africa. Many lectures and 
videos about Islam and comparative religion especially Christianity such as "is Jesus 

God?":  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch
%3Fv%3DVoqRV8n0hXo&ved=2ahUKEwjl8ema64bsAhUGzoUKHe2JC8IQwqsBMAV6

BAgHEEk&usg=AOvVaw3DJZMYqOQXvqoD6Msqa3ci 

 

Abdurraheem Green: British convert to Islam after studying and practising many 

religions. Has many lectures such as here: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch
%3Fv%3DRePRTTrDVMk&ved=2ahUKEwiYx-7CmofsAhUR0uAKHRJ5B-

kQwqsBMAR6BAgDEBc&usg=AOvVaw0HVD0KqkNpwVysKNwcoMp3 

 

Hamza Tzortzis: British Greek convert to Islam. Has lectures such as here: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch
%3Fv%3DNYCMTeBynTM&ved=2ahUKEwiM0p-
5mofsAhWMDWMBHWOvAGcQwqsBMB96BAgXEAM&usg=AOvVaw1PkEODC1tvALA

syvFBZp3_ 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://ahadith.co.uk/fortressofthemuslim.php&ved=2ahUKEwis8o7q2oXsAhVE8xQKHaDMANYQFjAcegQICxAB&usg=AOvVaw21MuGZ3HnHNcyQgI-ZtTk4
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://ahadith.co.uk/fortressofthemuslim.php&ved=2ahUKEwis8o7q2oXsAhVE8xQKHaDMANYQFjAcegQICxAB&usg=AOvVaw21MuGZ3HnHNcyQgI-ZtTk4
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://ahadith.co.uk/fortressofthemuslim.php&ved=2ahUKEwis8o7q2oXsAhVE8xQKHaDMANYQFjAcegQICxAB&usg=AOvVaw21MuGZ3HnHNcyQgI-ZtTk4
http://www.islamicbook.ws/english/islamic-books3.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DVoqRV8n0hXo&ved=2ahUKEwjl8ema64bsAhUGzoUKHe2JC8IQwqsBMAV6BAgHEEk&usg=AOvVaw3DJZMYqOQXvqoD6Msqa3ci
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DVoqRV8n0hXo&ved=2ahUKEwjl8ema64bsAhUGzoUKHe2JC8IQwqsBMAV6BAgHEEk&usg=AOvVaw3DJZMYqOQXvqoD6Msqa3ci
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DVoqRV8n0hXo&ved=2ahUKEwjl8ema64bsAhUGzoUKHe2JC8IQwqsBMAV6BAgHEEk&usg=AOvVaw3DJZMYqOQXvqoD6Msqa3ci
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DRePRTTrDVMk&ved=2ahUKEwiYx-7CmofsAhUR0uAKHRJ5B-kQwqsBMAR6BAgDEBc&usg=AOvVaw0HVD0KqkNpwVysKNwcoMp3
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DRePRTTrDVMk&ved=2ahUKEwiYx-7CmofsAhUR0uAKHRJ5B-kQwqsBMAR6BAgDEBc&usg=AOvVaw0HVD0KqkNpwVysKNwcoMp3
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DRePRTTrDVMk&ved=2ahUKEwiYx-7CmofsAhUR0uAKHRJ5B-kQwqsBMAR6BAgDEBc&usg=AOvVaw0HVD0KqkNpwVysKNwcoMp3
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DNYCMTeBynTM&ved=2ahUKEwiM0p-5mofsAhWMDWMBHWOvAGcQwqsBMB96BAgXEAM&usg=AOvVaw1PkEODC1tvALAsyvFBZp3
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DNYCMTeBynTM&ved=2ahUKEwiM0p-5mofsAhWMDWMBHWOvAGcQwqsBMB96BAgXEAM&usg=AOvVaw1PkEODC1tvALAsyvFBZp3
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DNYCMTeBynTM&ved=2ahUKEwiM0p-5mofsAhWMDWMBHWOvAGcQwqsBMB96BAgXEAM&usg=AOvVaw1PkEODC1tvALAsyvFBZp3
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DNYCMTeBynTM&ved=2ahUKEwiM0p-5mofsAhWMDWMBHWOvAGcQwqsBMB96BAgXEAM&usg=AOvVaw1PkEODC1tvALAsyvFBZp3
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Khalid Yasin: former gang member from Brooklyn in the US. Has many lectures such as 
this: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch
%3Fv%3D0jERszvvnPY&ved=2ahUKEwiMwNqGp4fsAhUEJhoKHQ43DVEQwqsBMAB
6BAgCEAM&usg=AOvVaw2XbDRyBTr1MnGqazDml9Bv 

 

Yasmin Mogahed: American who studied psychology. Has many lectures such as:  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/channe
l/UCjr67rJYy3mtZgF-
hx6lQhA&ved=2ahUKEwj55ZCSpofsAhVHC2MBHQV0DLYQFjAaegQIChAB&usg=AOv
Vaw2dgaN9HwT-butauTUNyDkB 

 

Fiqh /doctrines  

 

Imam Al Shafi: 8th century, Gaza. Wrote Al Risala:  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://islamland.com/uploads/
books/en_Shaafi_Risaala_fi_Usul_al_Fiqh.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjJ0b3spofsAhXaAGMBH
VEEBrgQFjAAegQIBBAB&usg=AOvVaw10dIXaoAlZMR4AVG3vnEsk 

 

Sheikh Assim Al Hakim: modern scholar from Medina, Saudi Arabia. Has many FAQs 

on his page and can also be asked directly by email:  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.assimalhakeem.n
et/&ved=2ahUKEwi9zMfD1oLsAhXuzoUKHSK-
BwAQFjAPegQIDRAC&usg=AOvVaw2SVQSI3tsWMfKVaIxSj9v2 

 

Sheikh Al Fozan: modern scholar from Saudi Arabia:  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.alfawzan.af.org.s
a/ar&ved=2ahUKEwj60YmTi4XsAhX8BGMBHZAVDx4QFjAcegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw

1JUaOiigm5ijUPGVVJ10Qi 

 

Sheikh Al Othaymeen: one of the greatest scholars of Saudi Arabia in recent times: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://www.binuthaymin.co.uk/
&ved=2ahUKEwj19oDM0oXsAhVJXRoKHc79AsAQFjAcegQICBAB&usg=AOvVaw0aD
guLghYKBw8KLkBAKjNP 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D0jERszvvnPY&ved=2ahUKEwiMwNqGp4fsAhUEJhoKHQ43DVEQwqsBMAB6BAgCEAM&usg=AOvVaw2XbDRyBTr1MnGqazDml9Bv
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D0jERszvvnPY&ved=2ahUKEwiMwNqGp4fsAhUEJhoKHQ43DVEQwqsBMAB6BAgCEAM&usg=AOvVaw2XbDRyBTr1MnGqazDml9Bv
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D0jERszvvnPY&ved=2ahUKEwiMwNqGp4fsAhUEJhoKHQ43DVEQwqsBMAB6BAgCEAM&usg=AOvVaw2XbDRyBTr1MnGqazDml9Bv
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCjr67rJYy3mtZgF-hx6lQhA&ved=2ahUKEwj55ZCSpofsAhVHC2MBHQV0DLYQFjAaegQIChAB&usg=AOvVaw2dgaN9HwT-butauTUNyDkB
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCjr67rJYy3mtZgF-hx6lQhA&ved=2ahUKEwj55ZCSpofsAhVHC2MBHQV0DLYQFjAaegQIChAB&usg=AOvVaw2dgaN9HwT-butauTUNyDkB
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCjr67rJYy3mtZgF-hx6lQhA&ved=2ahUKEwj55ZCSpofsAhVHC2MBHQV0DLYQFjAaegQIChAB&usg=AOvVaw2dgaN9HwT-butauTUNyDkB
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://m.youtube.com/channel/UCjr67rJYy3mtZgF-hx6lQhA&ved=2ahUKEwj55ZCSpofsAhVHC2MBHQV0DLYQFjAaegQIChAB&usg=AOvVaw2dgaN9HwT-butauTUNyDkB
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://islamland.com/uploads/books/en_Shaafi_Risaala_fi_Usul_al_Fiqh.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjJ0b3spofsAhXaAGMBHVEEBrgQFjAAegQIBBAB&usg=AOvVaw10dIXaoAlZMR4AVG3vnEsk
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://islamland.com/uploads/books/en_Shaafi_Risaala_fi_Usul_al_Fiqh.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjJ0b3spofsAhXaAGMBHVEEBrgQFjAAegQIBBAB&usg=AOvVaw10dIXaoAlZMR4AVG3vnEsk
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://islamland.com/uploads/books/en_Shaafi_Risaala_fi_Usul_al_Fiqh.pdf&ved=2ahUKEwjJ0b3spofsAhXaAGMBHVEEBrgQFjAAegQIBBAB&usg=AOvVaw10dIXaoAlZMR4AVG3vnEsk
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.assimalhakeem.net/&ved=2ahUKEwi9zMfD1oLsAhXuzoUKHSK-BwAQFjAPegQIDRAC&usg=AOvVaw2SVQSI3tsWMfKVaIxSj9v2
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.assimalhakeem.net/&ved=2ahUKEwi9zMfD1oLsAhXuzoUKHSK-BwAQFjAPegQIDRAC&usg=AOvVaw2SVQSI3tsWMfKVaIxSj9v2
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.assimalhakeem.net/&ved=2ahUKEwi9zMfD1oLsAhXuzoUKHSK-BwAQFjAPegQIDRAC&usg=AOvVaw2SVQSI3tsWMfKVaIxSj9v2
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.alfawzan.af.org.sa/ar&ved=2ahUKEwj60YmTi4XsAhX8BGMBHZAVDx4QFjAcegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw1JUaOiigm5ijUPGVVJ10Qi
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.alfawzan.af.org.sa/ar&ved=2ahUKEwj60YmTi4XsAhX8BGMBHZAVDx4QFjAcegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw1JUaOiigm5ijUPGVVJ10Qi
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.alfawzan.af.org.sa/ar&ved=2ahUKEwj60YmTi4XsAhX8BGMBHZAVDx4QFjAcegQIAhAB&usg=AOvVaw1JUaOiigm5ijUPGVVJ10Qi
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://www.binuthaymin.co.uk/&ved=2ahUKEwj19oDM0oXsAhVJXRoKHc79AsAQFjAcegQICBAB&usg=AOvVaw0aDguLghYKBw8KLkBAKjNP
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://www.binuthaymin.co.uk/&ved=2ahUKEwj19oDM0oXsAhVJXRoKHc79AsAQFjAcegQICBAB&usg=AOvVaw0aDguLghYKBw8KLkBAKjNP
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=http://www.binuthaymin.co.uk/&ved=2ahUKEwj19oDM0oXsAhVJXRoKHc79AsAQFjAcegQICBAB&usg=AOvVaw0aDguLghYKBw8KLkBAKjNP
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Sheikh Mohammed ibn Saleh Al Munajjid: modern Saudi scholar from Syria who has an 
extensive FAQ section on his website: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://islamqa.info/en&ved=2
ahUKEwivrZbO14LsAhVQUhoKHX4rDqAQFjAAegQIDhAD&usg=AOvVaw36s2wt_nKe
ASSjx0p63roP&cshid=1600981174140 

 

Sheikh Dr Abdullah Hamoud al-Furaih: has a doctorate in Islamic Studies from Imam 
University in Saudi Arabia and is a former student of Sheikh Al Fowzan. He holds 
regular study circles on Aqeeda, Hadith, Fiqh and Arabic grammar and has published 
numerous papers and books on these topics, including books that have been translated 
into other languages. Among these is Fiqh of traveling from the flight home to the 
enduring home: book about the events that take place after someone dies (translated by 

me): 

https://worldofarabic.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/e280abfiqhalintiqalenglish2020.pdf 

 

Misc 

 

The Inspired Manager: 40 Islamic principles for management by Shabir Ahmad and 

Maaz Gazdar: 

https://www.amazon.com/Inspired-Manager-Principles-Successful-Management-

ebook/dp/B0060WFW6E 

 

Muslim heritage: useful website for learning about Muslim heritage: 

http://www.muslimheritage.com/ 

 

My website with my writings as well as some book translations and translations of 

articles including Islamic articles:  

https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/home/ 

 

 

 

  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://islamqa.info/en&ved=2ahUKEwivrZbO14LsAhVQUhoKHX4rDqAQFjAAegQIDhAD&usg=AOvVaw36s2wt_nKeASSjx0p63roP&cshid=1600981174140
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://islamqa.info/en&ved=2ahUKEwivrZbO14LsAhVQUhoKHX4rDqAQFjAAegQIDhAD&usg=AOvVaw36s2wt_nKeASSjx0p63roP&cshid=1600981174140
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://islamqa.info/en&ved=2ahUKEwivrZbO14LsAhVQUhoKHX4rDqAQFjAAegQIDhAD&usg=AOvVaw36s2wt_nKeASSjx0p63roP&cshid=1600981174140
https://worldofarabic.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/e280abfiqhalintiqalenglish2020.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Inspired-Manager-Principles-Successful-Management-ebook/dp/B0060WFW6E
https://www.amazon.com/Inspired-Manager-Principles-Successful-Management-ebook/dp/B0060WFW6E
http://www.muslimheritage.com/
https://worldofarabic.wordpress.com/home/
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Appendix A 
 

Here are some screenshots from my website. You can go to the website and scroll to 
the bottom of any page to translate it into different languages. Please keep in mind that 
the translations might not be perfect: 

 

Homepage:  
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Bottom of the page:  
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Language options: 
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Website in Spanish:  

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 
 183 

Website in Arabic   
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Website in Urdu:  
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