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Narrated Abu Bakr Al Siddiq, may Allah be pleased with him, the prophet PBUH (Peace Be 

Upon Him) said: “By the one in whose Hand my soul is, Shirk (ascribing partners besides Allah) 

is more hidden than the smallest ant. Should I not tell you something that if you say it, the large 

of it and the small of it will leave?” He said: say:  

 

 اللهم إني أعوذ بك أن أشرك بك وأنا أعلم وأستغفرك لما ال أعلم

 

Oh Allah, I seek refuge in You from Shirk with what I know and I seek Your refuge from what I 

know not 1 

 

● Explanation:  

 

In this Hadith, there is the greatest sin that a slave can seek refuge with in Allah Almighty and 

that is Shirk. Shirk is the greatest oppression and crime. Allah Almighty said about Luqman as 

he was advising his son:  

ُن ِلِۡبنِ  ـٰ ِ َوإِۡذ قَاَل لُۡقَم بُنَىَّ اَل تُۡشِرۡك بِٱّللَّ ـٰ رۡ  ِۖهۦ َوُهَو يَِعُظهُ ۥ يَ  (١٣ٌمٌ۬ )ۡلٌم عَِظيَك لَظُ  إِنَّ ٱلش ِ

And [mention, O Muhammad], when Luqman said to his son while he was instructing him, "O 

my son, do not associate [anything] with Allah . Indeed, association [with him] is great injustice." 

It is the sin that Allah Almighty will not forgive its companion for if he dies upon it. As He said:  

َ اَل يَْغِفُر أَن يُْشَرَك بِهِ  ِلَك ِلَمن يََشاءُ  إِنَّ َّللاَّ  َويَْغِفُر َما ُدوَن ذَٰ

Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He forgives what is less than that for 

whom He wills. 

It is the sin that messages were sent for, books were brought down for and messengers were 

sent for in order to warn people of it and to achieve its opposite and that is the Oneness of Allah 

Almighty. Allah Almighty said:  

َ َواْجتَنِبُوا الطَّاُغوتَ فِي  َولَقَْد بَعَثْنَا ُسوالا أَِن اْعبُدُوا َّللاَّ ٍة رَّ  ُكِل  أُمَّ

And We certainly sent into every nation a messenger, [saying], "Worship Allah and avoid 

Taghut."  

 

                                                
1 Narrated by Al Bukhari in Al Adab Al Mafqood (716). Al Albani authenticated it in Sahih Al Adab Al 
Mafqood page 266 and Sahih Al Jami Al Sagheer (1/694). The Hadith can be seen in the Musnad of 
Imam Ahmed (4/402) from the Hadith of Abu Musa Al Ashari, may Allah be pleased with him.  



Prophetic Refuge: 10  From Jawami Al Dua 

Al Iqtida Knowledge and Dawah Group  Dr ‘Abdullah bin Hamoud Al-Furaih  

       Twitter: @alforiih 

Shirk is the greatest sin on the face of the earth that a slave seeks refuge in Allah Almighty with. 

It has levels and among its levels is what is hidden from the slave so it reaches him or he falls 

into it and all sins without realising. Because of that, the prophet PBUH commanded his 

companions (they were the best of generations) to seek refuge from what they did and did not 

do with his saying: “Oh Allah, I seek refuge in You from Shirk with what I know”. Ibn Taymiyya 

said in his commentary on this Hadith: “he commanded seeking refuge from known Shirk by 

seeking forgiveness as the religion is complete with Tawheed (Oneness of Allah) and seeking 

forgiveness”.2 His student, Ibn Al Qayyim said: “There was nothing falling short of the slave on 

that day except for sins that he knew about or did not know about. What the slave does not 

know from his sins are much greater than those that he knows about and forgets about. His 

deeds are much greater than he mentioned. In the famous supplication: “Oh Allah, I seek refuge 

in You from Shirk with what I know and I seek Your refuge from what I know not” 

The slave does not need except to seek forgiveness from it based on what he does not know 

many multitude the times of what he knows.3 In this supplication there is pure proof that it is 

permissible for the slave to pay attention to seeking refuge in Allah Almighty because of what he 

knows from general sins, the greatest of which is Shirk, and from those that he does not know. 

So Oh Allah, we seek refuge in You from Shirk with what we know and we seek Your refuge 

from what we know not.  

 

 

                                                
2 Qaida Fi Al Mahabba, page 100 
3 Badai Al Qawaid (2/242).  
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